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gears of interconnectivity 
within the machine of 
industrial empire. 


This diagram can be read several ways. The outer gears can all turn each other, promoting the values/ goals of the inner cog. Or conversely, the 
inner ring represents “causes” and the outer, “effects.” Each word/phrase represents not only historical but current facts. Not presumed to be 
all inclusive (glaring pieces may have been left out unintentionally)...nor defintive. For example, exploitation could just as easily turn moun- 
tain top removal or rape, as could slave labor turn pesticides or war, and so on. Gear size or attributes do not denote importance or relativity. 
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ECO-LIBERATION: 


“The Renewal of Radical 
Environmentalism 


BY MOLLY JANE 


Biocentrism + Deep Ecology 
+ Anti-Oppression +) Solidarity 
= Eco-Liberation! 


Teetering on the dire precipice between existence 
and annihilatién, time is running out for the Earth’s 


creatures, in a cataclysmic period of mass extinction. 


The breakdown in biodiversity is a ripple effect, 
causing species to topple off the planet in a chain 
reaction. Weare caught in the last dying gasp of a 
crumbling empire, desperately digging for the last 
drops of fossil fuel that it can dredge up and burn, 
leaving a wake of destruction in its path unrivaled in 
the history of the; world. Water, our life-force, is all 
but entirely privatized. Pipelines are snaking their 
way’across continents, nuclear power plants are 
melting down, refineries are exploding, mountain tops 
have been removed; genocide is the vehicle, global 
enslavement is the goal. Where once the skies were 
blackened for days at a time by the migration of birds, 
they are now blackened by toxic smoke plumes from 
dirty energy and extraction projects. The brutal 
militarization of corporate rule under neoliberalism has 
imprisoned us on a dying planet under the gun. Even the 
diversity of our communication will not be spared from 
the inevitable collapse wrought by industrialization, 
with half of the world’s languages suffering a projected 
die-off in our lifetimes. The end product of our modern 
civilization is thus the ultimate silence. 


But there is hope for the resilient voice of our struggle, 
in the words of Subcomandante Marcos, “Do not forget— 4 
ideas are also weapons.” : 


And it’s time to:sharpen our weapons. 


Continued on page 32... 


Earth First! Journal 


VOL. 33 NO. 1 « BRIGID 
{ WINTER 2013 } 


The Earth First! Journal is published by an editorial 
collective from within the Earth First! movement. 
Entire contents are copyrighted 2013. Please contact 
us for permission to reprint articles. Art, photographs 
and poetry are copyrighted by individual artists, 
and permission for use must be received from them 
directly. The Earth First! Journal is a forum for the no 
compromise environmental movement. Responsibility 
rests with the individual authors and correspondents. 
The contents do not necessarily represent the view- 
point of this magazine, the Earth First! movement, 
local Earth First! groups or individual Earth Firstlers. 


Involvement in illegal activities expressed and/or 
implied by communications in this publication is 
purely a figment of your imagination. The EF! Journal 
Collective asserts that anything published in any 
form is intended for informational and entertainment 
purposes only and does not imply actual involvement 
in any activities. In fact, the only thing of which the 
EF! Journal Collective is certain is that there is very 
little of which one can be certain. 


We welcome submissions of articles, letters, poetry 
and art that put the Earth first, aid in healthy debate 
shaping the growth of the movement and advance 
the creation of a world free of speciesism, classism, 
ageism, ablism, racism, sexism, violence, exploitation 
and oppression. 


Submission articles should be typed or clearly 
printed. We encourage submissions via email. Art or 
photographs are desirable to illustrate articles and 
essays. Send a SASE if you would like submissions 
returned. If you want confirmation of receipt of a 
submission, please request it. 


All submissions are edited for length and clarity. If an 
article is significantly edited, we will make a reasonable 
effort to contact the author prior to publication. 


ISSN #1055-8411 Earth First! is indexed in the 
Alternative Press Index, recorded on microfilm by 
ProQuest, Inc. is published 3 to 4 times year by 
Daily Planet Publishing, PO Box 964, Lake Worth, 
FL 33460. US Subscriptions are $30. Outside the 
US, subscriptions are $50 to Mexico and Canada, 
and $60 everywhere else. Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Lake Worth, Florida. Please direct all subscriptions 
and correspondence to: 


EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL 
PO BOX 964 © LAKE WORTH, FL * 33460 
(561) 320-3840 


COLLECTIVE@EARTHFIRSTJ OURNAL.ORG 
WWW.EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG 


Earth First! Journal magazines and media 
projects are produced collectively by: 


FLORIDA EDITORIAL COLLECTIVE: Panagioti, molly jane 
FLORIDA BUSINESS COLLECTIVE: Nettle, Brando 
SHORT-TERM EDITOR: Sabitaj Mahal 

TUCSON FIELD OFFICE: Russ McSpadden 

PORTLAND FIELD OFFICE: Sasha Reid Ross 

POETRY EDITOR: Dennis Fritzinger 

VOLUNTEERS: Waffle, Cici, Ashley MacLaren, Nate, 
Galit, V, Sara, Autumn, Matt Rosenberg, Christian, 
Susie, Todd, Tuesday, Britni, Zalo, Erin, Laura, Jon, 
Masa, Kqua Jasiri, Rosemary, Carter, Daniel, Haley, 
Paul Taylor, Cara, Bron Taylor, Rafael, EF! Newswire 
contributors, Annabeth, Noam, Scott DeMuth & 
David Pellows, Jeffrey Frank, The Hold Out (Oakland) 


POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Earth First!, 
PO Box 964, Lake Worth, FL 33460. 


Printed on 100% recycled newsprint paper. 


DEAR SFB, 
Writing from Texas, and I found the perfect new cover photo 
for yer next issue. Hope LW is as sub-tropical as ever. 
~Clark 


DEAR SFB, 

Instead of fairy tales, the stories I heard growing up were 
about Earth First! and other radical movements. These stories 
will forever shape how I see and interact with the world and the 
environment we live in. Most importantly, without respect of 
the environment, we are doomed. 

~Greg Mazur, Deathrats 


Deathrats is a fast, crusty D.C. Hardcore band that will be 
including a track on the upcoming Earth First! Journal punk 
compilation, No Compromise, due to be released May 2013. 


RIGHT: Mazur as a shorty, rockin EF! gear 
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SOLIDARITY FOREVER 


As Ned Lud illustrated in “The Luddites” (Lughnasadh 2012), 
the synthesis of the radical environmental and labor movements 
seems to be the only way to protect the wild, and build a future 
worth living. Reading the December 2012 issue of the Industrial 
Worker, the official paper of the Industrial Workers of the World 
([WW), I came upon a letter to the editor urging for precisely 
such a vital intersection of permaculture and the radical labor 
movement, which is on the rise. 

Often I have argued that the struggle against ecocide is the 
most crucial front in the war against neo-colonialism. I am. 
learning, now in one of the most oppressive environments con- 
ceivable, how this fight for Nature, to live with creation, cannot 
be separated from our other battles, just as it seems naive to 
value anti-racism over anti-sexism, or vice versa (or anti-hom- 
ophobia, etc). All of these oppressive modes of interaction are 
sources of our society, of industrialized imperialism. When I 
lived in the mountains of Oregon I learned of the holistic process 
that is Nature—of survival skills as well as shedding my own 
oppressive complexes and deepening my own spiritual affinity 
with the Earth. 

In this way all our struggles, our lives, are intimately connect- 
ed, and if we are to abolish techno-capitalism we must break 
down the illusions that separate us. For me, such raw unity 
has occurred most of all in two situations: in prison, in the most 
oppressive environment I have ever known, and back on that 
mountain in Oregon, where I was consciously closer to the web 
of life that is Mother Nature than at any other time in my life. 

As we intensify our relationships with each other and the 
Earth, we become emboldened and filled with living solidarity. 

We become Earth Warriors. 

~an anarchist of the Cleveland 4 
CLEVELAND4SOLIDARITY.ORG 


Connor Stevens: # 57978060 
P.O. Box 602117 
Cleveland, Ohio 44102 
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FULL TIME DIRECT ACTION AGAINST THE TAR SANDS IN TEXAS 


ANTI COPYRIGHT - REPRINT AND DISTRIBUTE FREELY! 


JULY 25 - TWO YEARS AFTER KALAMAZOO TAR SANDS SPILL 
On the second anniversary of the costliest onshore oil spill in US 
history, environmental groups held rallies in several states to 
raise concerns about transporting tar sands oil in underground 
pipelines. Demonstrators walked along the riverfront in Battle 
Creek, near the southwestern Michigan site where a pipeline 
ruptured in 2010 and spewed hundreds of thousands of gallons 
of heavier-than-water-bitumin into the Kalamazoo River. 


AUG 16 - TAR SANDS BLOCKADE KICKS OFF 

As TransCanada broke ground on the Keystone XL (KXL), in 
Cushing, OK, landowner advocates climbed atop stacks of pipes 
in an East Texas construction yard, unfurled a banner and flew 
a “Don’t Tread On Me” Gadsden Flag to demonstrate the diverse 
and unlikely alliance of environmentalists and Tea Partiers who 
all oppose Keystone XL. Tar Sands Blockade (TSB) is born. 


AUGUST 22 - JUDGE RULES TRANSCANADA CAN SEIZE 
PRIVATE LAND 5 

TransCanada can take over land owned by a Texas farmer to build 
its pipeline, a county judge ruled. In a 15-word ruling sent from 
his iPhone, Judge Bill Harris of Lamar County Court at Law up 
held TransCanada’s condemnation of a 50-foot strip of land across 
Julia Trigg Crawford’s pasture. Ms. Crawford plans to appeal the 
ruling. “We may have lost this one battle here in Paris, Texas, 
but we are far from done,” she said in a statement. “I will 
continue to proudly stand up for my own personal rights, the 
property rights of my family, and those of other Texans fighting 

to protect their land.” 


SEPT 3 - LET THE LOCKDOWNS BEGIN! 

Six people arrested for shutting down operations at the 
Livingston pipe yard and cut off the transportation of pipes to 
construction sites across the southern leg of the pipeline. 
Police were forced to dismantle a truck used in the blockade. 


SEPT 6 - LANDOWNERS RISE UP 

Three landowners and organizers locked themselves to feller 
buncher machines used for clearing large trees in the path of 
the pipeline, halting work on a segment of the pipeline outside 
of Saltillo, TX. 


SEPT 19 - BLOCKADERS HALT TREE CLEARING 
Three more locked themselves to a massive wood chipper and | 
a skidder, delaying construction. Five arrests were made. 


SEPT 24 - A FREE STATE IS BORN IN EAST TEXAS 
Eight people climbed 80 feet into trees in the path of pipeline 
construction initiating a full time direct action campaign. 


oN 


> TSB news continued on page 8... 


AUGUST 4 - PUREPECHA 
CONTINUE ARMED 
BLOCKADE OF LOGGING 
August marked sixteen months 
of permanent burning barri- 
eades in the indigenous Pure- 
pecha community of Cheran, 
in the state of Michoacan, 310 
miles west of Mexico City. 


AUGUST 9 - TERIBE TRIBE 
OF COSTA RICA FIGHTS 

TO END HYDROELECTRIC 
PROJECT 

Pablo Sibar, a grassroots lead- 
er from the Teribe native tribe 
of Costa Rica celebrated UN 
International Day of the World’s 
Indigenous Peoples with a pro- 
test before the National Assem- 
bly. He has been doing so over 
the last ten years. Mr. Sibar 
wants the voice of his people 
heard on a legislative propos- 
al that has been stuck at the 
Assembly for the last 30 years: 
autonomy for the indigenous 
people of Costa Rica. 


NE FROM THE ECO-WARS 


he, 


JULY 28 - SUMMER OF 
SOLIDARITY KICKED OFF 
WITH MTR SITE SHUT DOWN 
More than 50 protesters af- 
filiated with the RAMPS walked 
onto Patriot Coal’s Hobet mine 
and shut it down. Ten people 
locked to a rock truck, boarded 
it and dropped a banner: 
“Coal Leaves, Cancer Stays.” 
Miners with a chain saw threat- 
ened a blockader in a tree. 
Earlier in the day, two people 
were arrested at Kanawha State 
Forest before a group of protest- 
ers headed to the state capitol. 
By the -day’s end, twenty 
Appalachians and allies were 
being held on $25,000 bail 
each, thus kicking off this 
Summer’s “National Uprising 
Against Extraction.” 


AUGUST 16 - DECADE LONG 

FIGHT AGAINST LA PAROTA 

DAM VICTORIOUS! 

After nearly 10 years of struggle, 
campesinos in Mexico fighting 


to defend their way of life from 
La Parota Dam won a definitive 
victory with the signing of the 
“Cacahuatepec Agreement,” 
signed between Guerrero Gov. 
Angel Aguirre and the Council 
of Ejidos and Communities in 
Opposition to La Parota Dam 
(CECOP), the primary organi- 
zation opposing the dam. 


AUGUST 21 - SAVE THE 
PEAKS CAMPAIGN ERECTS 
TREE-SIT IN ARIZONA 
A treesit was erected to protect 
the community from the city of 
Flagstaff’s sanctioning and use 
of hazardous sewage in public 
spaces. The ropes securing the 
treesit stretched across the 
projected path of the Arizona 
Snowbowl Ski Resort’s effluent 
pipeline, which was under 
construction near Thorpe Park. 
After years of construction 
delays, court challenges and re- 
sistance from community mem- 
bers, a 14-mile sewage pipeline 
carrying millions of gallons of 
treated sewage yearly from the 
City of Flagstaff to Snowbow! is 
now completed. 


AUGUST 31 - EVERGLADES 
EF! BLOCKADES A COAL 
PLANT AT RNC IN TAMPA 
Seven people in total were 
detained for blocking the roads 
which stopped all traffic into 
a coal plant owned by TECO 
(major Republican National 
Convention sponsor and moun- 
tain top remover). 

Six were locked down in the 
road and one other on top of 


NOV 19 


a ‘truck. Coal transport was 
stopped for four hours. 


SEPT 14 - POLICE KILL 
ANTI-NUKE PROTESTER 

IN INDIA 

Despite the killing of an anti- 
nuclear protester by police on 
Sept 10, hundreds of protesters 
forming a human chain stood 
in sea waters, for the second 
day in a row, demanding a halt 
to preparations for fuel loading 
into the reactor of Kudankulam 
Nuclear Power Project (KKNPP) 
in Tuticorin district. Women 
and men stood in the sea waters 
for two hours in turns. 


SEPT 22 - “GLOBAL FRACK- 
DOWN” DAY OF ACTION 

Thousands of activists on 
five continents came together 
for over 200 events to send 
one, definitive message—Ban 
Fracking Now! The movement 
to ban fracking is growing! 


SEPT 24 - COMMUNITY 
DEFEATS GIANT CEMENT 
COMPANY IN MEXICO 

In a statement released by 
GAIA, the Huichapan com- 
munity in the central México’s 
state of Hidalgo, declared a 
historic victory, after six 
months of protests and legal 
actions that drove to the clo- 
sure of the plant of Proambiente 
company, a_ subsidiary of 
Cementos Mexicanos, CEMEX, 
by Secretary of Environment 
and Natural Resources. This 
plant was responsible for re- 
ceiving and processing a large 


PRISON EXPANSION PROJECT 
SHUT DOWN BY DECARCERATE PA 


Seven members of Decarcerate PA set up school desks, 
banners, and a little red schoolhouse to blockade the 
entrance to the prison construction site in Montgomery 
County. They then sat at the desks, linking arms and 
refusing to move or allow construction vehicles onto 
the sight. Construction was delayed for over an hour 
before all seven protesters were arrested and taken away. 

The new prisons were slated to be built on the grounds 
of SCI Graterford in Montgomery County. 


My CORTE COS 
7 ™. 
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COKE/COAL PLANT SHUT DOWN 
BY PROTESTS IN INDIA 


-Thousands of villagers from Navelim in Bicholim Taluka 
of Goa observed a day-long Bandh against the Sesa 
Corporation’s Goa metallurgical coke plant in the village, 
with complaints that it is polluting their surroundings. 

Originally a Hindi word meaning “closed,” bandh is a 
form of protest used by political activists, during which a 
political party or a community declares a general strike. 
The bandh started at 6 am, with locals blocking the 
entire stretch connecting Panaji to Bicholim Taluka. 


part of the 12,000 tons of 
solid waste generated daily in 
Mexico City, to be burned as an 
alternative fuel in the kilns of 
CEMEX plant in Huichapan. 


SEPT 27 - 30 DAY CANOE 
FLOTILLA AGAINST MINING IN 
THE NORTH WOODS, WEEK 2 
The Precious Waters Flotilla, 
a 30-day canoe trip from the 
Polymet Mine Site to the St. 
Paul Capitol, MN was organ- 
ized to raise awareness about 
the proposed sulfide mines in 
Northeastern Minnesota. 

Copper/Nickel Sulfide Min- 
ing is a looming threat to the 
Boundary Water Canoe Area, 
Lake Superior and Mississippi 
watersheds. 

The largest proposed mine 
would expose 40,000 tons of 
sulfide-bearing ore per day for 
100 years. 


OCT 31 - HYDROELECTRIC 
PROTESTS ROCK INDIA 

The alleged demolition of a por- 
tion of the nearly 150-year-old 
“Sir Arthur Cotton anicut” by 
the technical crew of a private 
firm for the upcoming 24 MW 
hydro power project incited ac- 
tion when a section of protesters 
hurled stones and damaged 
window panes of a hydraulic ex- 
cavator that had been used dur- 
ing today’s “anicut demolition 
drive.” The police intervened and 
dispersed the protesters. 


NOV 5 - GAS-FIRED POWER 
PLANTS IN ENGLAND 
OCCUPIED FOR A WEEK 
Climate change protesters 
from No Dash for Gas were 
perched 300 feet up on two 
power stations all week, when 


the last protester abseiled 
down and was arrested, end- 
ing the longest occupation of a 
plant in the UK. Campaigners 
took turns to occupy a platform 
dangling inside the chimney 
flue, to prevent restarting of 
operations, while a further six 
protesters were on the second 
chimney, which is not yet fully 
constructed or operational. 

“The government and the 
big energy companies want to 
build as many as 20 new gas 
power stations, which would 
leave the UK dependent on 
this highly polluting and in- 
creasingly expensive fuel for 
decades to come,” said one of 
the 17 protesters. 


NOV 11 - CONSTRUCTION 
ON DAM HALTS AFTER 
BUILDINGS TORCHED! 

Work on Brazil’s controversial 
$13 billion Belo Monte mega- 
dam ground to a halt after 
protesters torched buildings 
at three dam _ construction 
sites yesterday, the developer 
said. “A group of 30 people set 
fire to prefab structures at the 
Pimental site. They went into 
the cafeteria, destroyed every- 
thing,” and they also robbed 
the cash register before set- 
ting it ablaze, said Fernando 
Santana, spokesman for build- 
ers Consorcio Constructor Belo 
Monte. Twenty people set struc- 
tures ablaze at Canais and 
Diques, two other dam con- 
struction sites, said Santana. 


NOV 11 - GROUNDSWELL 
SHUTS DOWN TA ANN MILL 
Environmental group Ground- 
swell shut down operations at 
Ta Ann’s veneer mill in Smithton, 


Tasmania, Australia. The 
group highlighted the ongoing 
loss of Tasmania’s forest by a 
Malaysian-based timber com- 
pany that has been accused of 
human rights violations and 
continues to destroy pristine 
rainforest in the Malaysian 
state of Sarawak. Two protest- 
ers locked onto a conveyor belt 
inside the mill. 


NOV 23 - TURKEY SCRAPS 
CONSTRUCTION PLANS FOR 
POWER PLANT 

A cross-border protest voicing 
disagreement with Turkey’s 
plan to build a power plant 
a few miles away from the 
border with Bulgaria pushed 
the Turkish government ‘to 
announce they are no longer 
going to construct the power 
plant in the town of Igneada. 
The site of the projected plant 
was just across the Bulgar- 
ian village of Rezovo, whose 
residents staged a torchlight 
protest rally last week, amidst 
fears the project will destroy 
the Strandzha mountain for- 
ests. 


NOV 25 - 10,000 PROTEST 

RARE EARTH ORE PLANT 

OVER HEALTH CONCERNS 

Nearly 10,000 people took to 
the streets in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia to protest the open- 
ing of Australia-based mining 
company Lynas’ new rare earth 
plant. The rally is a culmina- 
tion of a 13-day march against 
the plant’s opening, and was 


OCT 23 


organized by environmental ac- 
tivist group Himpunan Hijau, 
who have been demonstrating 
against the plant’s opening for 
two years. 


NOV 28 - MAPUCHE 
NATIVES FIGHT NEW AIR- 
PORT IN SOUTHERN CHILE 
“This is a project that reflects 
the occupation...of Mapuche 
territory,” said Ivan Reyes, an 
indigenous leader staunchly 
opposed to the construction 
of an international airport in 
the southern Chilean region of 
Araucania. Reyes, an agricul- 
tural technician, said the con- 
struction project was approved 
thanks to an environmental 
impact study “based on lies” 
that was carried out by Ar- 
cadis Geotécnica, the Chilean 
subsidiary of a Netherlands- 
based international consulting 
and engineering company. 


NOV 30 - DOZENS WOUNDED 
IN MAYANMAR COPPER 
MINE PROTEST 

Security forces used water 
cannons, tear gas and smoke 
bombs to clear protesters from 
a copper mine in northwestern 
Myanmar, wounding villagers 
and Buddhist monks in the 
biggest use of force against 
demonstrators since the re- 
formist government of Presi- 
dent Thein Sein took office last 
year. . Protesters who oppose 
the mine’s impact on villagers 
and the environment occupied 
the area for 11 days. 


CROATAN EARTH FIRST! LOCKS 
DOWN AGAINST FRACKING 


Seven members of Croatan Earth First! and participants 
from Piedmont Direct Action Camp locked together, 
barricading the front of North Carolina’s Department 
of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 
building in downtown Raleigh. Providing physical, active 
resistance against fracking in North Carolina, CEF! has 
chosen DENR for an action as they are responsible for 
helping legalize fracking, and will be responsible for 


regulating it. 


They have also hired a corrupt Mining and Energy 
Commission board, which includes people with vested 
interests in hydraulic fracturing. 


OCT 2 


PROTESTS IN CHINA 
VICTORIOUS AGAIN!! 


Authorities in the eastern Chinese city of Ningbo 
announced the suspension of a planned $8.9 billion petro- 
chemical plant expansion after three days of protests 
by thousands of residents concerned about the health 
and environmental implications. The decision affects 
not only a proposed refinery of the state-owned energy 
giant, China Petrochemical Corporation (Sinopec), but 
also the production of the industrial chemical paraxylene, 


known by locals as “PX”. 


DEC 4 - GLOBAL DAY OF 
ACTION AGAINST GAS 
PIPELINE IN CANADA 

Today Unist’ot’en allies rose up 
in cities around the world to de- 
liver a message to industry and 
government warning them to 
cease their trespass against sov- 
ereign Wet’suwet’en territory. 
The Global Day of Action follows 
the incident where Wet’suwet’en 
Chief Toghestiy intercepted 
and issued an eagle feather to 
surveyors from the Can-Am 
Geomatics company who were 
working for Apache’s proposed 
Pacific Trails Pipeline. 


DEC 5 - HUNGER STRIKE 
AGAINST TRINIDAD HIGH- 
WAY REACHED CRITICAL 
STAGE 

For 21 days Dr. Wayne Kub- 
lalsingh, one of Trinidad and 
Tobago’s most well-known 
environmental activists, sat 
in a hunger strike outside the 
office of Prime Minister Kamla 
Persad Bissessar. He sat in 
support of his belief that 
constructing a highway in 
southern Trinidad would 
damage the environment and 
affect hundreds of lives in the 
surrounding area. 

Kubalisingh’s weight plunged 
dramatically while the gov- 
ernment continued to insist 
that the 28-mile highway 
would be constructed. The 
53-year old ended his strike 
only after being assured that 
a deal had been brokered to 
take into account the environ- 
mental concerns raised by his 
Highway Re-route Movement. 


DEC 11 - GAS LINE 
EXPLODES IN WEST 
VIRGINIA; HOMES BURN, 
FREEWAY DAMAGED 

A gas line explosion rocked 
a town in WV, setting off an 
inferno that burned multiple 
homes, damaged and closed 
a portion of the freeway, and 
knocked out power and phone 
lines to some residents—but 
took no lives. The blast in Sis- 
sonville, a community of about 
4,000 people, shot flames 100 
feet in the air and hopped the 
main north-south arterial In- 
terstate 77, as emergency re- 
sponders scrambled to cap 
the ruptured gas line—a 20- 
inch transmission line owned 
by Columbia Gas. 


-DEC 14 - ALASKA NATIVES 


TAKE ON FOSSIL FUEL DIS- 
INFORMATION IN KIVALINA 
In February 2008, a tiny Alaska 
Native village named Kivalina 
filed a lawsuit against twenty- 
four fossil fuel companies for 
contributing to the village’s 
erosion through large green- 
house gas emissions, and for 
creating a false debate around 
climate change. The lawsuit 
was filed as one of several steps 
in a broader push for climate 
justice, aiming to help Kivalina 
residents draw attention to 
their situation and call for 
action from government and 
corporate officials that had so 
far largely ignored them. 


For daily eco-justice updates 
from around the world, visit: 
EARTHFIRSTNEWS. WORDPRESS.COM 


FULL TIME DIRECT ACTION AGAINST THE TAR SANDS IN TEXAS 


SEPT 25 - LOCKDOWN DEFENDS TREE VILLAGE 

TSBers locked to logging equipment in protecting the tree 
village on property that TransCanada now claims ownership 
of through court action. Construction crews advance 300 
yards away from the northern boundary of the village. 


OCT 6 - MAKING A SPLASH AT THE BLOCKADE 

Actress and activist Daryl Hannah was arrested alongside East 
Texas farmer, Eleanor Fairchild while defending her farm from 
the tar sands pipeline. 


OCT 15 - TSB SWARMS KXL SITE, MORE LOCKDOWNS , 
Following a TSB action camp in North Texas, dozens rallied at 
the site of the largest and longest treesit in Texas history, “digger- 
diving” until all machines fled the area. In all, 10 individuals 
were arrested for attempting to re-supply treesits, locking down 
to machinery and jumping on top of a company semi-truck. 
Solidarity actions also took place in Washington DC, Boston, 
Austin and New York City. 


OCT 25 - MOTHER CHAINS SELF TO PIPEYARD GATE 
Cherri Foytlin, a Gulf Coast mother of six, was originally 
threatened with a felony for “use of a criminal instrument”, 
referring to chains and locks anyone could purchase from 
a hardware store. 


OCT 31 - PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE GETS POPPED 

AT BLOCKADE 

Days before the election, Green Party candidate Dr. Jill Stein 
was arrested, along with two other women, attempting a re- 
supply to tree-sitters. Stein said, “I’m here to connect the dots 
between superstorm Sandy and the record heat, drought and 
fire we’ve seen this year — and this Tar Sands pipeline, which 
will make all of these problems much worse.” 


NOV 5 - TSB SOLIDARITY ACTION AT DC LOBBYIST OFFICE 
50 protesters from Chesapeake Earth First! occupied Trans- 
Canada lobby firm in DC. The crowd blockaded the door chant- 
ing: “No pipeline, No tar sands, No destruction of indigenous 
lands!” Four were arrested when they refused to leave. 


NOV 14 - TRANSCANADA BULLDOZES TEXAS FARMER’S LAND 
TransCanada bulldozed Nacogdoches landowner Michael 
Bishop’s property for its pipeline. Bishop has been a vocal op- 
ponent of the tar sands pipeline for years, filing several lawsuits 
against the corporation to prevent them from destroying his 
home and small business. Mr. Bishop is a pioneer of growing 
renewable biofuels on his property. 
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NOV 19 - NEW TREESIT ARISES IN NACODOGCHES 
Four people locked themselves to heavy machinery used along 
the pipeline route. They were joined by several others forming a 
human chain to block the movement of equipment on-site. 
Cherokee County Sheriffs brought in a cherry picker to try 
and extract three treesitters. In response, ground supporters 
stood in front of the truck with the cherry picker in an attempt 
to stop it. The truck driver refused to stop until they hit one of 
the supporters and almost dragged him underneath the vehicle. 
Solidarity actions included: financier for the project Deutsche 
Bank targeted in Palm Beach, FL, resulting in four arrests; a 
banner drop in Minneapolis; and a demonstration at Canadian 
consulate San Francisco, among others. 


NOV 29 - 45 DAY HUNGER STRIKE BEGINS AFTER 
BLOCKADE OF REFINERY 

Two arrested in protest of Valero’s involvement with the KXL 
pipeline after lockdown outside refinery. Both immediately 
began a hunger strike lasting 45 days in solidarity with the 
struggling people impacted by oil refinery pollution in the 
Manchester neighborhood. Houston’s toxic East End is home to 
the largest petro-chemical complexes in North America where 
marginalized people are forced to breathe poisoned air. The 
Latino community of Manchester is the most polluted neighbor- 
hood in Texas and Valero is responsible for most of the pollution. 


DEC 3 - BARRICADE INSIDE KXL PIPE 

Protesters with TSB sealed themselves inside a section of pipe 
to stop construction. Using a blockading technique never im- 
plemented before, two activists locked themselves between two 
barrels of concrete weighing over six hundred pounds each, 
located twenty-five feet into a pipe segment waiting to be laid in 
the ground with the outer barrel barricading the pipe’s opening. 


DEC 11- TX JUDGE HALTS TRANSCANADA OIL 

PIPELINE WORK 

A Texas judge has ordered TransCanada to temporarily halt 
work on a private property where it is building part of the oil 
pipeline. Texas landowner Michael Bishop, who is defending 
himself in his legal battle against the oil giant, filed his lawsuit 
in the Nacogdoches County courthouse, arguing that Trans- 
Canada lied to Texans about the contents of the pipeline. A report 
from the Canadian Association of Oil Producers shows that Tar 
Sands oil emits 9% more carbon than standard crude oil. 


JAN 22 - NEBRASKA GOVERNOR APPROVES 

KEYSTONE XL ROUTE 

Gov. Dave Heineman has approved TransCanada’s revised 
route for the Keystone XL pipeline, clearing the way for a final 
decision from US regulators on the project that would bring 
Canadian oil to the Texas coast. 


MARCH 16-23 - WEEK OF ACTION TO STOP TAR SANDS 
PROFITEERS 

Protesters around the country target TransCanada and inves- 
tor’s offices in their communities. More info ar utrp://www. 
TARSANDSBLOCKADE.ORG 


Cut this page and fold to make a TWAC flyer, front and back ~w 


hhh te ae hee INFILTRATE DIPLOMATIC EVENTS 


I met a woman well experienced in getting past security, including 
Secret Service. She said, “First thing you do is get a manicure... 
When I snuck into the RNC I had red white and blue nails with 
sparkles. It was terrible! Also, your hair definitely cannot be pink.” 


You can still compile your outfit at a thrift store, just keep an 
eye out for designer digs. Your shirt, skirt, pants, or suit should 
be clean, pressed, decent, like new. Jewelry should be modest. 
And the shoes: they always look at the shoes! In the hustle and 
bustle of passing hundreds of people through security, one glance 
at a nice pair of clean crisp designer shoes is a go-ahead. Make 
friendly with important-looking randos before you enter. If you’re 
a lady, be fleeting and flighty, security doesn’t have time to deal 
with diplomat’s wives. Don’t forget to line your raincoat or um- 
brella with that silk banner. If need be, do some research on the 
latest style-trends of famous political figures. 


You can’t always look anarcho-chic when passing through security. 


-SabiTaj Mahal 


When: March 24th - 30th 
Where: Finger Lakes region of New York 


OUT OF YOUR HOUSES AND INTO THE TREES! 


Expand your ability to defend your home, your community, and Workshops include: Basic Climbing and Anchoring, Traverses, 
the wild by learning the technical skills involved in creating Tree to Tree Transfers, Basic Structure Rigging and Haul Systems, 
effective aerial blockades. The EF! Climbers’ Guild will offer the | Tripods, Bipods, and Monopods, Advanced Structure Rigging, Large 
North East a variety of trainings for forest defense and urban —_ Scale Banner Hanging, and Basic Rescue and Training Set Ups. 
actions suitable for all skill levels from beginner to advanced. To attend the camp contact: EFCLIMBERS@GMAIL.COM 


COOP OOOO ESO O ESET OHHH ESTOS ESOS ESET EE SHS SO HOESEEESHH ESTOS SOSH H ESET ESEHHSESEEHEESES ESOS EE ESEEEEEHE SEE EEEES eevccers eeceseseeseeeecces 


SOUTH FLORIDA TRANS AND WOMYNS ACTION CAMP 


TWAC is an action camp for folks who identify as female, trans-gender, trans- 
sexual, gender queer and gender variant. This is an intentional space to share 
campaign information and direct action skills in a conscientious, supportive, 


| TRANS AND WOMYRS AGTION CAMP | AND WOMYNS ACTION CAMP 


empowering and encouraging environment for voices often marginalized, and 
then to take collective action together at the end of the camp! 


From the Diné women defending their native lands against destructive mining, to the 

eco-feminists defending forests from logging and developing; from the immigrant and 

trans women defending their lives from the prison industrial complex, to the parents 

and midwifes defending their bodies and babies from the patriarchal medical estab- 

lishment, women and trans folks have always been powerhouses of political action, 
and TWAG aims to support this in a safe(r) environment. 


LT WAG WORDPRESS COM | We are reaching out for more hands, hearts and minds to unite with us for this week: 


long event helping.us organize an amazing, powerful and inclusive gathering! If you or 
anyone you know has interest in helping with the organizing for TWAC 2013 or would like 
to propose/host a workshop, presentation, discussion or skills-sharing please contact 
us at: TWACZOI3@ GMAIL COM 
APRIL SRD-BTH TWAC. WORDPRESS.COM 


AND HOS TAGES OF THE siren LE 


® REBECCA RUBIN + UPDATES ON OPERATION BACKFIRE 


Rebecca Rubin, the 39-year-old Canadian citizen indicted 
during the Green Scare's Operation Backfire, handed 
herself over to the FBI in Washington State on the 
Canadian border on Dec 1, 2012. Rebecca is charged 
with participating in the '97 arson at the US BLM Wild 
Horse and Burro Facility and an attempted arson at 
the offices of US Forest Industries Inc. in '98, both in 
Oregon. In addition to this she is also accused of eight 
counts in relation to the '98 Vail Ski Resort arson in 
Colorado, which cost $12 million in damages. In Cali- 
fornia she has also been indicted on charges of con- 
spiracy, arson and using a destructive device in the 
2001 fire at the BLM Litchfield Wild Horse and Burro 
Corrals near Susanville. 


Operation Backfire was initiated by the FBI in 2004 
when they merged seven independent investigations 
from their Portland, Oregon office targeting members 
of the ELF and ALF in relation to sabotage actions. By 
2006 a total 13 people were indicted on charges. Four 
of those plead guilty in non-cooperating circumstances 
—Joyanna Zacher, Nathan Block, Daniel McGowan 
and Jonathan Paul—all of whom have now been re- 
leased from prison. More recently Justin Solondz 
was deported from China and sentenced to 7 years 
in March 2012. There are still two other indict- 
ees who have not been arrested. All other individu- 
als indicted chose to cooperate with the FBI's inves- 
tigations, landing them a spot on the Earth First! 
Newswire's Informant Tracking webpage. 


At the time of writing, Rebecca Rubin is being held 
in Portland, Oregon. Her trial will be held in Eugene, 
Oregon. There is no indication that Rebecca is cooper- 
ating with the authorities against other people. Please 
keep connected with Rebecca’s case as more news will 
be forthcoming over the next few months. 


Rebecca’s birthday is April 18. At the moment, letters 
can be sent to her at: 


Rebecca Rubin #770288 

Multnomah County Detention Center (MCDC) 
1120 SW Third Ave 

Portland, OR 97204 
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POLITICAL PRISONER BIRTHDAYS 


APR 7TH: Chuck Sims Africa #AM4975 

SCI Retreat 

660 State Route 11 

Hunlock Creek, PA 18621 

Member of black liberation/eco-revolutionary 
group MOVE, convicted for the 1978 murder of 
a Philadelphia police officer, shot by friendly fire, 
during a raid on their home. 


APR 13TH: Janet Holloway Africa #00-6308 
451 Fullerton Ave 

Cambridge Springs, PA 

16403-1238 

Janet Holloway Africa 

Also a member of black liberation/eco-revolu- 
tionary group MOVE, convicted for the 1978 
murder of a Philadelphia police officer, shot by 
friendly fire, during a raid on their home. 


APR 16TH: Walter Bond #37096-013 

USP Marion CMU 

PO Box 1000 

Marion IL 62959 

Sentenced to 12 years in 2011 for the AL.F Lone 
Wolf arsons in Colorado and Utah. Currently be- 
ing held in a CMU. Bond also previously used the 
name Abdul Haqgq, but no longer does. 


> ARMY OF 12 MONKEYS RESIST BEHIND BARS 


The Army of the 12 Monkeys is a resistance group at 
Mansfield Correctional (ManClI) prison which appears 
to have no centralized leadership, no hierarchy and 
members are’ anonymous. The group has sabotaged 
the good order of the prison—staples in locks, pota- 
toes in drains, cutting phone and computer cords with 
toenail clippers, tagging walls, distributing thousands 
of fliers and all kinds of training manuals. 


On September 19, 2012, a riot occurred at Mansfield 
Correctional Institution. According to the prison, fire 
hoses were used against those involved in the upris- 
ing. This facility is where Sean Swain is being held. 


Swain, a political prisoner and subscriber to Earth 
First! Journal, has been accused (along with two 
other inmates) of participating in the 12 Monkeys 
resistance, though the Rules Infraction Board’s con- 
duct report admits having no evidence of Swain par- 
ticipation. He was found guilty based exclusively 
on an alleged “ideological affinity” related to his be- 
ing a neolithic indiginist, a religious belief system 
that has been approved by the ODRC who grant- 
ed Swain a religious practice exemption (His be- 
lief “we were all created by a benevolent force that 
does not wish us to live in hierarchical structures”). 


His anarchism is rooted in this belief, and the warden 
at ManCI has granted him an exception to practice 
this religion. Swain is preparing to sue ManClI and the 
ODRC for religious discrimination and persecution. 
Descriptions of this experience in Swain’s own words 
can be found online at SeanSwain.org. 


Sean Swain #243-205 
MANCI 

PO Box 788 
Mansfield, Ohio 44901 


This eco-prisoner related content courtesy of Earth First! Prisoner Support Project, 
a prisoner and post-release support group for earth and animal liberation prisoners. 
To support their efforts, contact them at EF! PSP c/o Sacramento Prisoner Support, 

PO Box 163126, Sacramento, CA 95816, or email: EFPRIS@RISEUP.NET 
For a more complete list of prisoners, international listings, informant tracking, and 
resources for comrades behind bars, check out: EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG / PRISONERS 


GRAND JURY FISHING EXPEDITION WIDENS 
IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST 


Portland anarchist Kerry Cunneen was the latest 
subpoena, served Dec 14, in a grand jury investiga- 
tion of the May Day attack on the Nakamura federal 
courthouse during an anti-capitalist march in Seattle 
last year. Kerry declined to even enter the court room 
January 3 and has stated that they will never under 
any circumstance cooperate with the state. 


Another grand jury resister in the case, Maddy Pfeiffer, 
who is currently incarcerated for refusing to testify, 
offered the following statement: “[T]he day before 
my 23rd birthday, two FBI agents wearing ill-fitting 
khakis and too much gel in their hair served me a 
subpoena for 9am on November 7th. I knew my fate 
right away: 18 months in SeaTac Federal Detention 
Center. Matt, Kteeo and Leah have all been imprisoned 
for their refusal and I will be the next. Despite the 
urgings of lawyers, agents and judges, I only have one 
option: non-cooperation. Any other option is unthink- 
able... The vultures of the state will try to imprison my 
comrades and I until we give in. We will never give in.” 


Priyesh Patel of Portland, Oregon, was also served a 
subpoena, on January 3, and is scheduled to appear 
at the San Francisco federal courthouse on January 
29. Patel now joins Brittany Kenville as the latest ac- 
tivists subpoenaed to a grand jury which appears to be 
investigating a 2008 fire at the home of an animal ex- 
perimenter at the University of California, Santa Cruz. 


According to Will Potter, author of Green is the New 
Red, “Patel, Kenville, and other activists subpoenaed 
are not charged with any crime. Grand jury proceed- 
ings are used to determine if there is sufficient evi- 
dence to bring a criminal indictment against someone 
else. Ostensibly, this may act as a safeguard against 
overzealous prosecutions. However, grand juries have 
historically been used as a tool to harass, disrupt, and 
spy upon social movements. 


“Grand juries are secret, but there is some informa- 
tion about the scope of this one. The 2008 fire was 
also at issue in the prosecution of the AETA 4 on ani- 
mal enterprise terrorism charges (which were all dis- 
missed). And the prosecutor in that case, Assistant US 
Attorney Elise Becker, is also involved in this grand jury.” 


On Feb 27, Matthew Kyle Duran and Kteeo Olejnik 
were released. Further updates on some of these cases 
can be found at: 
NOPOLITICALREPRESSION.WORDPRESS.COM 


Letters of support can be sent to Maddy at: 


Matthew “Maddy” Pfeiffer #42421-086 
FDC SeaTac 

P.O. Box 13900 

Seattle, WA 98198 


be DANIEL MCGOWAN UPDATE 


It is with great joy that we can announce that politi- 
cal prisoner Daniel McGowan was released from the 
Communication Management Unit (CMU) in Terre 
Haute, Indiana on December 11, 2012. Daniel’s wife 
was able to meet up with him at the airport, where 
they flew back to NYC together. Though the two have 
been able to visit during Daniel’s imprisonment, his 
release marked the first time in years that they were 
able to hug, hold hands, or make any physical contact 
(save for a few months stint when Daniel was in gen- 
eral population in Marion, Illinois—between CMU’s). 


Daniel had to report to the halfway house one hour 
after arriving in NYC. He will be there until June, at 
which point he will begin 3 years of supervised release 
(probation). Daniel was able to secure employment 
before his release and has been settling back to his 
life on the outside. Daniel’s support page/listserve will 
continue to post information about Daniel and his co- 
defendants at WWW.SUPPORTDANIEL.ORG. It is our hope 
that people will continue to support our political pris- 
oners as much as they have shown support for Daniel 
the last 7 years. 


Statement adapted from NYC Anarchist Black Cross 
NYCABC.WORDPRESS.COM 


> Tim DECHRISTOPHER RELEASED TO 
A HALFWAY HOUSE 


He has safely arrived at a halfway house in Salt Lake 
City, UT where he will serve out the remainder of his 
two year sentence. Contrary to recent media reports, 
DeChristopher has not been “released” and remains 
an inmate of the Bureau of Prisons (BOP) until April 
21, 2013. As a federal inmate, Tim still cannot speak 
to media. 


But there is a new film out about him, Bidder 70, and 
it’s already winning awards and selling out theaters! 
The Salt Lake City premiere filled a 500 seat theater 
with an estimated 200 turned away! Find out more 
about the film at bidder70film.com 


Also, he is currently working at Ken Sanders Rare 
Books in Salt Lake City and would love to have people 
stop by and say hello! His new address is: 


Cornell Corrections — 

c/o Tim DeChristopher #16156-081 
1585 West 2100 South 

Salt Lake City, UT 84119 


“I am exercising my state and federal 
constitutional rights, including the 
1st, 4th, and 5th amendments.” 
- “Maddy” Pfeiffer’s response to 25 
Grand Jury questions (Dec. 14, 2012) 
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Voice From Inside: An Interview With Leonard Peltier 


BY JOSH LAUGHLIN 


EF!J: Explain the escape 
from Lompoc Prison after 
you were arrested and the 
tie-in with Standing Deer. 
Why do you think the 
feds didn't shoot you that 
night when they had the 
chance? 


LP: My friend, Dallas 
Thundershield, was shot 
and killed. I was able to 
escape without injury. I 
Standing. 
Deer informed me of a gov- 


escaped after 


ernment plot on my life. 
He knew about it because 
he was one of the peo- 
ple hired to do it. He had 
seven life sentences relat- 
ing to a bank robbery and 
attempted murder of a po- 
liceman dropped after he 
agreed to do it. But then 
he informed me about it 
to save my life. For weeks 
I wondered if I was going 


to be killed... at what mo- 
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ment. It was very nerve 
racking. I will always be 
grateful to Standing Deer 
for stepping up for me. He 
risked his life to do it. 


EF!J: How can we best 
support you while you are 
behind bars? 


LP: You can support me by 
supporting my freedom ef- 
fort...by helping us build a 
wide-ranging coalition of 
support. Lobby your local 
congresspeople and ask 
them to endorse clemency. 
Ask local unions, human 
rights, church and envi- 
ronmental groups to en- 
dorse and actively support 
our efforts. Stay in touch 
with the Leonard Peltier 
Defense Committee and 
keep up on our efforts and 
goals. Fundraising is also 
a crucial element. Unfor- 
tunately, justice becomes 


more available when there 
is money and resources 
to fund both political and 
legal efforts. I would also 
like to encourage everyone 
to attend the December 
10 Walk for Freedom be- 
ing organized in New York 


City. 


EF!IJ: Does the govern- 
ment need to be reformed 
or abolished? I've heard 
recently “Leonard Peltier 
for President.” What would 
your platform be? 


LP: Give the government 
back to the people...real 
people. Working people. 
The government, as it is 
now, solely functions as 
a service for the rich and 
this should not be. I myself 
do not want to hold office. 
I believe in our traditional 
ways of self-governance 
where elders, with all of 


their guide 
us and where decisions 
are made collectively and 
where holding a leadership 
role is a great sacrifice and 
responsibility rather than 
a privilege and a source of 
power and oppression. 


knowledge, 


EF!J: Was there a recog- 
nized point in time when 
AIM picked up the gun? 
When did you know it was 
time to or not to? 


LP: We picked up the gun 

when Indigenous people 
were being killed indis- 
criminately. We. picked up 
the gun in self-defense. 
You will find 
struggles, especially In- 
digenous struggles, that 
people do not want to pick 
up the gun, but come to a 


in many 


point where they feel they 
have no choice. The only 
choice is to die passively 


whether it be at the hands 
of an oppressor, starva- 
tion, or hopelessness, or 
to die standing up. If I 
am released, I certainly 
do not intend to “pick up 
the gun.” Today is a very 
different time from back 
then and we have differ- 
ent resources and ways to 
improve and to safeguard 
the lives of our people. But 
I do not believe that self- 
defense is a crime. 


EFIJ: What 
thoughts on the direction 
of the Earth First! move- 
ment? 


are your 


LP: I very much respect 
and support the work of 
Earth First!. I think Judi 
Bari was an amazing wom- 
an who has passed on a 
great legacy to those who 
follow in her footsteps. 
We need Earth First!. The 
protection of our Mother 
Earth is essential to our 
survival, 


EF!J: How can Earth First! 
best work with Indigenous 
movements? 


LP: Show respect for Na- 
tive philosophies. For us, 
people are a part of Moth- 
er Earth. Don't separate 
issues of environmental 
degradation from the op- 
pression of pedple. Native 
peoples are on the verge 
of extinction. It alienates 
Native people when envi- 
ronmentalists, especially 
those who are very privi- 
leged, preach about the 
need to protect the Earth, 
but not the oppressed peo- 


ple who inhabit it. All of 
these things, the degrada- 
tion of Earth, the geno- 
cide of Indigenous peo- 
ples, slavery, and racism 
are intimately connected. 
We cannot win one strug- 
gle without understanding 
the others. For example, 
our reservation lands are 
used all too often as nu- 


‘clear and chemical dump 


sites, mining, test sites, 
etc. This is no coincidence. 
It's a hazardous materi- 
al? Give it to the Indians! 
That's the mentality and 
it's unacceptable. You can 
best work with Indigenous 
movements by listening 
to our people and under- 
standing that they have 
important voices to offer. 


EF!J: With the Earth and 
society so out of balance, 
what do you think is the 
root of the problem? 


LP: ~ Greed. 
simple. 


Plain and 


EF!IJ: With the big pic- 
ture in mind, what do you 
think is around the corner 
for human beings and all 
species alike? 


LP: If we don't start looking 
out for four-legged, winged, 
and sea creatures, Earth 
and ocean, we cannot ex- 
pect anything but destruc- 
tion. Our lives depend on 
them. There are so many 
things we must change... 
the way we live, the way 
we produce food, the way 
we think. If we don't, there 
won't be any hope. Drastic 
changes are needed. 


EF!J: Where are you going 
to put your energy when 
you get out? 


LP: I plan to help others 
dealing with 
others who 
wrongly convicted. I plan 
to work on present issues 
facing Native peoples. 

I want to use the notori- 
ety I have gained to begin 
a foundation supporting 
schools on reservations 
that teach both contempo- 
rary skills and traditional 
Native ways, rehab cent- 
independent 
nesses that serve the com- 
munity and help establish 
self sufficiency. There is a 


injustices, 
have been 


ers, busi- 


lot I want to do. 

I also want to spend some 
quiet time with my family, 
painting, riding horses. 
There is no end to the 
dreams I have of freedom. 


Don't 


separate 
issues of 
environmental 
degradation 
from the 
oppression 
of people... 
We cannot 
win one 
struggle 
without 


understanding 


the others. 
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We Are Free from i . 


BY RACHEL LEE 


I want to talk with you. I want 
to you to listen, actively, wholly, 
attentively. I want you to feel what 
I’m saying, the spirit that lives 
inside my words, the heart that is 
screaming beneath them, and the 
soul that breathes when you share 
them with another. 

The winter of 2011 found me 
moderately depressed, barely leav- 
ing the house, a recent college 
graduate with no clue why my life 
felt so empty. Growing up Black 
and middle class, it was pounded 
into my psyche that this piece of 
paper was my meal-ticket to happi- 
ness, prosperity, social acceptance. 
As a radical feminist, delving into 
the world of activism, I was left feel- 
ing less than satisfied, to say the 
least. So I embarked on a journey 
of self discovery. I left Ohio looking 
for something more, a deeper an- 
swer to the lacking I felt. I traveled 
to New Mexico, land of enchant- 
ment, home to where I understood 
for the first time that the soil con- 
tained a spirit unto itself, that this 
Earth was a living, breathing be- 
ing. I worked on a biodynamic farm 
and was introduced to concepts of 
deep ecology and biocentrism. It 
was the first time I had lived off the 
land, being fed, comforted, soul- 
fully nourished by beings that I 
had overlooked as a suburban kid 
raised on television screens and 
shopping malls. And then I met 
Earth First! 

I traveled to Missoula to meet up 
with some friends. I had never read 
the Journal and was unfamiliar 
with EF! organizing, let alone the 
unspoken tensions between dif- 
fering ideological stances within 
the movement, particularly regard- 
ing anti-oppression. As a. person 
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of color, my first Rondy wasn’t 
too unlike most of my experienc- 
es growing up in a predominantly 
white community. Folks were fond 
of politely dancing around political 
correctness, pretending the reality 
of the situation did not exist, while 
there was something making folks 
feel unwelcomed. There were some 
interactions that left a bad taste 
in my mouth, the most frustrating 
being repeatedly mistaken for the 
only other Black female-perceived 
person, amongst a sea of white 
faces. I called it out, apologies were 
expressed, I moved on. 


I chose instead to focus on the. 


seed that was planted that would 
grow into the tools I needed to 
strike at the very root of the prob- 
lem. I became alive with the knowl- 
edge that I could take into my 
hands the struggle that I felt so 
strongly in my heart and mind. For 
so long, oppression felt like an in- 
surmountable monster that I had 
no hope of conquering. It is one 
thing to find words to voice the op- 
pression one feels, to process the 
hurt, to rage over the injustice. It is 
another thing entirely to use your 
hands, your tiring muscles, your 
strength of will to fight those in- 
justices. It forces the leviathan into 
reality, the physical plane, where it 
can challenged in a tangible way. 
Now, here I stood among forest de- 
fending warriors and whether or 
not the revolution was in sight or 
not, the dramatic sense of power I 
felt in myself was undeniable. I was 
hooked. That summer I traveled all 
over the Northwest, attending vari- 
ous gatherings and action camps. 
I learned to climb trees, came to 
love sleeping outside, met plants 
who offered healing guidance that 


I had only digested in written form. 
I felt more in myself than I had my 
entire life. 

At that time, I didn’t have words 
to my voice experience, my awak- 
ening, my coming home. In her 
essay, “Touching the Earth” from 
the book Sisters of the Yam: Black 
Women and Self-Recovery, theorist 
bell hooks explores this concept. 
She states that there is a “mod- 
ern tendency to see no correlation 
between the struggle for collective 
black self-recovery and ecological 
movements that seek to restore 
balance to the planet by chang- 
ing our relationship to nature and 
to natural resources.” Her state- 
ment sums up my approach to the 
activism and social justice work 
that had dominated my life. I did 
not understand my own internal- 
ized oppression, my own struggle, 
my own health as being intricately 
connected to the oppression of this 
earth or to the non-human beings 
that inhabit it. I was blind to un- 
derstanding our states of physi- 
cal, psychological, and emotional 
health are all connected to one 
another’s, or put simply, deep ecol- 
ogy. Further, I did not understand 
this, until experienced it. The feel- 
ing of my hands in frozen soil, un- 
derstanding that I held seeds of life 
that would nourish and feed myself 
and others. Sweat pouring off my 
body as I climbed higher, staring 
my fears in the face, and climb- 
ing past them. Dark nights spent 
in the forest being reassured that 
the wild is not a place to be afraid 
of, but to revere and cherish. hooks 
states that it is this disconnect be- 
tween body and mind that has lead 
to the estrangement of black folks 
from nature, allowing white su- 


premacy to inform us of our sense 
of selves instead. But I couldn’t un- 
derstand this through words, I had 
to understand it through action, 
experience, practice. Similarly, 
we cannot simply talk about how 
to challenge oppression, we must 
take action. We can use words to 
identify problems, but that is as far 
as our minds can take us. 

To say that I was privileged to at- 
tend my first Rondy would be an 
understatement. To be sure, from 
the Greyhound bus ticket that 
was bought for me by the folks at 
Morning Star Farm, to the edu- 
cation that gave me the ability to 
consciously understand radical en- 
vironmental theory, to my middle 
class background that helped cre- 
ate social connections with friends 
attending the Rondy, all of these 
factors made it that much easier 
for me to attend the gathering and 
feel comfort in my presence and 
engagement. Not everyone has ac- 
cess to these privileges. Arguably, 
most folks don’t have access to 
them. In her essay, hooks urges 
us to “bridge gaps and restore bro- 
ken connections,” and EF! seems 
primed to do so if it chooses to live 
up to the challenge. 

In the article “Thinking Long 
Term: A Proposal for an Earth First! 
Land Project” [EF!J Beltane 2012] 
imprisoned author Marie Mason 
articulates the necessity, magni- 
tude, and urgency of this challenge 


because not only is the planet dy- 
ing, but so too are thousands of 
beings, human and_ otherwise, 
as a result of the current ecocide 
happening in urban centers, rural 
communities, and the ever vanish- 
ing wild places across the country. 
Within the intersecting boundaries 
of these various groups, we will 
find the next eco-warriors—the be- 
ings that stand testament to the 
environmental degradation that 
mar their bodies and minds, laying 
their spirits to waste at the expense 
of this white-supremacist, capital- 
ist, patriarchal machine. 

White supremacy is the system of 
beliefs that devalues all other races, 
and places whiteness as top dog. 
Raised in this sort of environment, 
folks that fall outside of the domi- 
nant identity category continually 
consume cultural cues and mes- 
sages that devalue their identity, 
disfiguring their sense of self worth 
and love for themselves, society, 
and the planet. These traits mirror 
those of any being that falls prey to 
an abusive relationship. The differ- 
ence being that in the relationship 
between individual and globally 


pervasive hegemonic belief system, 


there is no out. This is critical. We 
as revolutionary fighters on behalf 
of Mother Earth must see the es- 
sential necessity of connection to 
the wild, for it is in this relationship 
that we unlearn the man-made de- 


struction that lives in our hands 


AN 
EXPERIENCE 


wees le 


First printed in Slingshot, 
Autumn 2012 


BY KERMIT 


I first heard the term cis six 
years ago from trans friends 
and have identified as a queer 
cisman since that time. Cis or 
cisgendered describes people 
who are not transgendered, who 
still identify, more or less, with 
the gender they were assigned 


- at birth. It comes from the Latin 


word ‘cis’ which means ‘on the 
near side of’ and is the opposite 
of the Latin word ‘trans’ which 
means ‘across’ or ‘on the far side 
of’. So, for example, the piece of 
land on the far side of the Roma- 
nian forest was called Transyl- 
vania (sylvan means woods) and 
the piece of ancient Gaul that 
was on the near side of the Alps 
(relative to Rome) was called 
Cisalpine Gaul. 

Having a word that specifies 
people who are not trans in a 
way that does not also imply: 
normalcy or authenticity (as op- 
tions like ‘regular man’ or ‘bio- 
woman’ do) works to strip the 
language of some of its implicit. 
biases and allows more generic 
terms like ‘man’ and ‘woman’ to 
be understood as trans inclu- 
sive (even if they don’t include 
everyone in the genderqueer 
middle of the gender spectrum). 
I also really appreciate having a 
way to identify my gender that is 
true to my experience and also 
signals my awareness of non- 
cisgender experience. 
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and hearts. Because in the wild, we 
are free from the man-made abuses 
that we enact upon one another. In 
the wilderness, reveling in the will 
of the land, we remember our own 
wills, free from abuse, free from .op- 
pression. We recall, nourish, and 
strengthen our authentic, wild free 
selves. This is our struggle—for ac- 
cess, preservation, and protection 
of the wild so that we can heal the 
wounds of abuses inflicted upon us 
and the Earth. 

When we examine the myriad ef- 
fects of this oppressive system, from 
learned patterns of abuse to a gen- 
eral inability to formulate healthy 
relationships with other beings, 
we can see how the collective con- 
sciousness of folks that fall outside 
of the dominant paradigm, much 
like the Earth, is under attack. As 
a result, we can observe that most 


people now have destructive rela- 


tionships with themselves, one an- 
other, and this planet. Let’s think 
about this same concept a different 
way. Instead of talking about mar- 
ginalized folks, let’s substitute the 
Earth. We can understand the vari- 
ous ecosystems within it as the col- 
lective consciousness and instead 
of the ideology of white supremacy, 
we'll substitute anthropocentrism. 
This is easy for most radical envi- 
ronmentalists to comprehend. We 
can easily see the same destructive 
cycle of abuse and understand the 
urgency in healing the trauma we 
have inflicted on this Earth, and 
therefore with respect to the phi- 
losophy of deep ecology, we must 
appreciate with the same magni- 
tude the grave necessity of heal- 
ing the collective consciousness of 
marginalized individuals all over 
this planet. If that sounds like an 
unreasonable demand, then “no 
compromise” has no room for you. 

In order to stop our current path 
of destruction, we need to end fur- 
ther harm, but we also must heal 


- the damage that has already been 


inflicted. This is of utmost impor- 
tance, for it is from these spaces 
of unlearning, wild spaces, that we 
will create a different way, that we 
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will remember the old ways. Audre 
Lorde said, “the master’s tools 
will never dismantle the master’s 
house.” Earth First! has used the 
master’s tools for far too long, in 
that we have been focusing on the 
end goal so much that we have for- 
gotten the process. It is in this pro- 
cess that we learn to listen, learn 
to heal, learn to stop abusing one 
another. We must examine our- 
selves, our movement, and our be- 
liefs in order to unhinge the abuse 
guised as “just the way things are,” 
manifested in oppressive patterns 
of language and behavior. 

We are codependents in love with 
a capitalist white supremacist pa- 
triarchal addict, that exploits, 
manipulates, and traumatizes us 
and the planet. A codependent is 
defined as someone whose identity 
is undeveloped or unknown due to 
the maintenance of a false sense of 
self, built from dependent attach- 
ments to external sources. Our 
sense of self must be recovered 
from this abusive partner. We must 
demand a change, live it, breathe 
it in, let it settle into our bones. 
We must remember ourselves, our 
wild feral selves, independent and 
free, courageously united for the 
sake of the saving this entire plan- 
et. As recovering codependents, it 
is our inherent responsibility as 
part of our own healing process to 
create safety for ourselves. As war- 
riors and revolutionaries on behalf 
of Mother Earth, it is our fight to 
ensure this means safety for all, 
by any means necessary. 

Further, making the concept 
of challenging oppression into a 
workshop topic is laughable, if not 
completely ridiculous. We are talk- 
ing about living, breathing, perva- 
sive systems that we’ve been raised 
up in, and that live within us, 
around us, informing and shaping 
our relationships with ourselves 
and each other. What does it look 
like to put this challenge into ac- 
tion? Well, Marie Mason’s proposal 
mentioned earlier seems like a step 
in the right direction: the creation 
of spaces where we with the privi- 


lege of knowing the power of a rela- 
tionship with the land, share with 
those who are currently strangled 
under the weight of industrial capi- 
talism, pervasive oppression and 
the surmounting traumas fester- 
ing in our collective unconscious- 
ness. We must humble ourselves 
to the fact that No Compromise in 
Defense of Mother Earth means no 
one left behind. We cannot ignore 
this monumental task set before 
us, for the sake of this Earth, for 
the sake of one another, and for the 
sake of ourselves. 


co 


I’ve learned to think in a circle 
instead of a line. 

My spirit lost its way some time ago 
between television screens and 
mini mall 

super saver 

Saturdays. 

But in pine silouetted black nights 
I read the moon with my heart 
and in return 

she whispered to me resuscitating 
secrets 

always had I known. 


In between struggle and revolution 
there is a vital flowing energy. 
Composing the symphony of 
tides and flows 

spirals of life 

cycles of death. 

In it, we learn to dance without 
thinking 

feel the rhythm with our hearts 
hear the notes with our souls. 
Shedding the skin of our human 
masks 

we lose ourselves in caves and 
waters. 


Enamored with the darkness 
in love with the wild, 

we are bosomed in the long 
laborious 

ecstasy of 

everything and nothing. 


In this we heal. 
In this we remember. 
In this we are free. 


The Dispossession of 
Native Lands 1492-1890 


(Black areas represent areas inhabited 
by indigenous people each year shown) 


FISHBOWL AT 


ROOTS, FERAL 
Liss FUTURES 


Thoughts on Race, Identity and Solidarity 


BY SABITAJ MAHAL 


Wild Roots Feral Futures (WRFF) is a re-wilding, skill- 
share, and eco-defense camp annually held in the woods 
of Colorado. WRFF calls for folks who can share basic 
skills to survive in the wild— fire making, shelter building, 
plant identification—but also people oriented to anarchist 
praxis, unpacking privilege, and decolonization. When I 
went to WRFF last summer, I found that the camp more 
focused in hands-on skills—exactly what I was looking 
for. As for anarchist theory and unpacking privilege, dis- 
cussions were difficult, and as a woman of color, I found 
myself facilitating one of the most tense discussions of 
race with white people that I’ve ever experienced. 

I was attracted to Wild Roots Feral Futures because I’ve 
realized developing an analysis of Karl Marx’s Das Kapital 
isn’t going to help me filter my own water. I have been 
a part of anarchist circles for a number of years; in my 
teens I was an avid Copwatcher and immigrant justice 
organizer in the North Bay, CA. My personal philosophy 
of desiring a world without domination or hierarchy in- 
formed my non-judgmental counseling style and abortion 
care at a feminist women’s health clinic that I worked in 
until last January, when I was laid-off my job. 

Instead of getting another nine-to-five, I dropped every- 
thing and started hopping trains and hitchhiking across 
the country. The friend I was traveling with at the time 
had WRFF on their list of places to go. When I read the 
WRFF blog, I understood the camp was a part of building 
solidarity and networking within the ecological resistance 
movement, a movement I hadn’t been involved in. 

When I told an APOC (anarchist person of color) 
friend of mine I was going to this re-wilding gathering, 
he responded with a dismissive, “Psh! Have fun hang- 
ing out with those primmies.” His implication was, 
“Good luck with those white dudes and their shitty 
politics in the woods.” 

My friend was poking fun at green anarchists, many of 
them white, who fetishize so-called primitive societies that 
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have been colonized and exploited by white people, while 
simultaneously neglecting to unpack their own relation- 
ships to institutions’ of oppression—ultimately emulating 
and enforcing the systems they say they’re against. 

Assuming that some issues around privilege would 
come up at the camp, I told myself that I wouldn’t facili- 
tate anything. Calling white people out on their bigotry at 
activist gatherings is not a role I necessarily want to play, 
neither is arguing about such things with people who 
have not experienced marginalization in the ways I have. 
I wanted to focus on learning what I could for myself, and 
besides, the WRFF anti-oppression statement appeared 
informed: someone else would regulate things if issues 
were to come up. 

After a thirty-mile drive and a three-mile hike into the 
forest, I found the camp to be overwhelmingly white. The 


prejudices my friend mocked. played out in a handful of - 


encounters with ignorance—from an individual assum- 
ing that I was a native person, to cringing debates around 
cultural appropriation and white privilege. 

Meanwhile, I befriended folks from various bioregions 
while I attended workshops on practical skills: harvest- 
ing plants to make cordage, the many uses of willow, be- 
coming a habitual forager, participating in the slaughter 
and processing of an animal and tree climbing. 

The camp was an interesting intersection of people who 
wanted to run around with war paint in the woods await- 
ing the actualization of industrial collapse, and folks in- 
volved in community organized eco-defense campaigns. 
Despite self-reflections and acknowledgements for how 
I would individually navigate feelings and instances of 
marginalization, I found myself initiating a discussion in 
response to the marginalization and insensitivity to na- 
tive people who came to the camp. 

Mid-week, the camp felt it necessary to organize a rit- 
ual on the Summer Solstice. Although it raised my eye- 
brows that a group of mostly white people, settlers on 
colonized land [in a National Forest, which have histori- 
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A fishbowl discussion is a tool that can be uti- 
lized in organizing spaces to highlight an agenda 
or voice. There are two concentric circles, with the 
inner circle holding the power of discussion, and 
the outer circle listening sincerely, like listening to 
a panel discussion. 

The outside circle can pass notes or questions 
to the inner circle, but it’s up to the inner circle’s 
discretion. Various voices and agendas that are 
normally marginalized and silenced in our society 
can be heard with this sort of meeting method: 
women/ gender queer fishbowl, working class 
fishbowl, trans fishbowl, etc. 


cally been used in the US to take land away from native 
people] were formulating a ritual to honor the Earth. I 
wasn’t necessarily opposed. I thought, “Well, don’t people 
know what is best for their own liberation?” 

The ritual proceeded as such: at dusk, there was a 
march of half naked people, body paint, masks, and 
torches. Folks gathered around a fire. The corners were 
called, so was the rain, mothers on mother’s day, and 
so on. “To the earth, to the sky, to the earth.” Someone 
asked if anyone had anything specific to close the circle. 
After some hoots and hollers, the circle broke and peo- 
ple drummed, sang, danced, got naked, drank whiskey, 
smoked and howled late into the night. 

A Diné (what we colonially know as Navajo) family in- 
volved in an eco-defense campaign to protect their sa- 
cred forest from being clear-cut, had came to the camp 
to learn tree-climbing. They quietly left the night of the 
ritual, upset and offended. If it wasn’t for a chance en- 
counter with someone who had come to the camp with | 
them, I would have not known they left. 

Learning of their departure was alarming. Native folks 
feeling exempt and marginalized from a camp meant to 
build community, autonomy, and mutual aid? It seemed 
to fall in alignment with a US historical trajectory of land 
grabbing and colonization. 

The folks who hiked out returned to the camp in the 
morning, with plans on leaving immediately after a pres- 
entation on their campaign. I checked in with them to see 
what I could do to be in solidarity. A small group of us, 
both POC and non-POC who felt put off by the ritual, dis- 
cussed what we thought was:problematic with the camp. 
Someone said, “I don’t understand how all of these white 
people can run into the forest making up and practicing 
their rituals when we can’t even go into our sacred forest 
and practice our rituals!” 

Thinking that we could collectively analyze and decon- 
struct what was problematic, share these thoughts with 
the rest of the camp, and build solidarity, I proposed we 


organize a fishbowl discussion of folks who didn’t agree 
with the ritual. Someone else suggested that we hold a 
people of color fishbowl] instead, to highlight voices that 
had been silent. I checked in with all of the folks of color 
and explained how some of my closest POC comrades 
would refuse to participate in this sort of meeting due to 
feelings of being on display. Despite the disclaimer, there 
was an overwhelming sense of agreement amongst the 
people I talked to, I was surprised. Someone said, “Yes! 
This will flip a power dynamic.” 

Those of us of color who agreed to the fishbowl met 
and listed things that we wanted to talk about. We noti- 
fied the camp that.a discussion about race facilitated by 
POC was to take place the next day. To avoid assuming 
peoples identities based on phenotypical traits, we an- 
nounced if anyone considered themselves POC, thought 
that it had a material impact in their life, and wanted to 
participate, to come talk to us individually. 

The next morning, after the scheduled morning circle, 
I explained the fishbowl format. We invited anyone who 
considered themselves a person of color to sit in the mid- 
dle of the circle. As those of us who identified with the 
fishbowl moved forward, there was an air of confusion 
amongst some who did not enter the inner circle. 

After we were situated the first person to speak was a 
white-appearing man on the outer circle, who expressed 
a concern, “I’m sitting on the outside of the circle out of 
respect to the format, but I can’t help but think I should 
be sitting on the inside of the circle, because, what is a 
person of color? Are we not all of color?” 

Another responded, “Although I have matrilineal herit- 
age that is connected to Central America, I am sitting on 
the outside of the circle because I am white appearing, 
white passing, and socialized as white, giving me a set of 
privileges the people in the inner circle may not have...” 

A few more comments were made on the outside of the 
circle until someone stated, “I think we should stop talk- 
ing and give the voice to the inner circle.” 

Although not everyone who considered themselves a 
person of color participated in the fishbowl, the format of 
the discussion acted as a spectrogram that highlighted 
the substantial lack of racial and ethnic diversity at the 
camp: the inner circle consisted of seven participants 
whereas the outer circle consisted of over forty. 

The fishbowl began with an intimate check-in: people 
introduced themselves, their reasons and intentions in 
participating in the fishbowl, and if desired, a moment 
to share their racial or ethnic identity (as opposed to be- 
ing racially categorized by others, something the State 
and bigots often do to POC). Many teared up during the 
check-in, something I believe to be a reflection of trauma. 

We talked about cultural appropriation, our concepts 
of ritual related to our identities, and anarchist fetishiza- 
tions of POC societies across the world. We discussed 
dogmas about capitalism’s collapse, how those egalitar- 
ian horizontal societies many white anarchists believe to 
have honed survival skills will not necessarily withstand 
climate catastrophe. How there are significant privilege 


Defining Social Problems 
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above: Margaret Bourke-White’s 1937 photo of African-American 
victims of a flood queue at a relief station. The photo highlights 
the inconsistencies of the American dream. 


Cultural Appropriation: 

Cultural appropriation is taking practices from other 
cultures and passing them as your own. Cultural ap- 
propriation is not a step towards liberation or freedom 
because it is at the expense of the culture sampled, 
contributing to the dilution of their livelihood, and on 
top of whatever struggles the said culture is endur- 
ing, cultural appropriation is an active component of 
colonialism. 


White Guilt: 

White guilt is the individual or collective guilt often 
said to be felt by some white people for the racist 
treatment of people of color by whites both historically 
and presently. Statements from white folks such as 
“That’s not me!” or “I don’t want to be seen like this!” 
falls into alignment with what is referred to as white 
guilt. White guilt is problematic because rather than 
deconstructing or confronting racism as an institution 
that is infecting everything in our society, white guilt 
encourages self-denial and self-deprecation. 


White Privilege: 

According to Tim Wise, white privilege is any 
advantage, opportunity, benefit, or general protection 
whites enjoy but others generally do not: these can 
be material (due to a history in which whites had 

the ability to accumulate wealth to a greater extent 
than persons of color), social (such as presumptions 
of competence, creditworthiness, law-abidingness, 
intelligence) or psychological (such as rarely having to 
feel out of place or worry about racial profiling). Peggy 
McIntosh describes white privilege as, “an invisible 
package of unearned assets that I can count on 
cashing in each day.” 


Settler Privilege: 

Refers to the benefits non-native people receive from 
the continued exploitation and subjugation of native 
people, due to the settler’s relationship/acceptance of 
the colonial state. 
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gaps that are necessary to address for cross-movement 
building and ecoresistance. 

Amongst inquiries about allyship, inclusion, safe- 
space, cultural insensitivity and cultural appropriation, 
some folks asked the fishbowl to describe what was pre- 
cisely appropriative in the ritual, and what could be done 
differently. In response, one of the native folks reiterated 
that they thought white people on occupied land who 
wanted to formulate a ritual based upon no cultural his- 
tory or, likely, stolen cultural history was disrespectful. 
Because everyone’s identities and experiences were so 
varied, the fishbowl did not have a unanimous critique, 
although the general opinion was that the ritual was 
whack and, more accurately, a party. Many non-POC 
seemed fixated on the ritual, being that the ritual was 
the most tangible trigger to the fishbowl discussion. 

After an hour, the fishbowl was followed by a con- 
versation open to everyone. The fishbowl participants 
intentionally arranged a white person to facilitate this 
part of the discussion, someone we believed to have a 
solid grasp of critical race theory. This was done under 
the assumption that this person’s whiteness would be 
more heard by white people who had difficulty process- 
ing the contents of the discussion; it was also assumed 
that this person would be a strong facilitator. We did 
not arrange an agenda or questions for the second half 
of the discussion, which spiraled into white people 
sharing stories of when they felt personally oppressed, 
instances unrelated to racial experience. A handful 
of people came out as survivors of sexual assault. A 
cis-male responding to a complaint by the native folks 
about nudity at the camp shared that a nude-friendly 
environment was essential to overcoming his struggle 
with feeling ashamed of his body and small penis; he 
broke down in tears. 

It’s possible that many people thought the POC, name- 
ly the Diné folks, were mad at them individually, and 


thought that describing experiences of when they felt 
powerless would negate their privilege. Reflecting on the 
integrated discussion, I had the false expectation that 
white friends who articulated refined analysis of race and 
class in private discussions would be more participatory 
in a group setting. Even though some people actively 
called-out tokenizing questions, I did not communicate 
this expectation, so the people I saw as allies ended up 
saying little to nothing during expressions of white guilt. 
Interestingly, there were a few folks who said that this 
was the first time they ever heard people of color talk 
about radical politics as people of color. Some fishbowl 
participants shared that this was the first time they par- 
ticipated in an intentionally exclusive POC dialogue. Af- 
ter some final thoughts on ritual, respect, and allyship 
from POC, the discussion ended with a Diné handshak- 
ing ritual. Lastly, those of us in the fishbowl did a check- 
in to decompress amongst ourselves. 

Skill-share camps like WRFF are necessary, not only 
for practicing self-sustaining skills, but also movement- 
building in this increasingly fragile environment. Since the 
camp, people have told me the fishbowl inspired them to 
be more critical of how their racial experience and iden- 
tities relate to their politics. All politics are informed by 
our identities, because our experiences are significantly 
attached to these categories we are associated with. 

As we continue surviving in a capitalist world that prof- 
its and sustains off of various types of exploitation, it is 
important to take responsibility to confront oppression, 
and self-reflect on how our privilege affects the safety 
of others and our ability to build movements of resist- 
ance. My experience at WRFF opened up a new view of 
ecology to me, and was a reminder that actively being a 
part of anti-oppression work is necessary to build strong 
communities in defense of the Earth. We cannot stop the 
damage being done without simultaneously building sol- 
idarity with people that are most affected. 


Earth First! and Male Supremacy at the 2012 Round River Rendezvous 


“We stood in front of over a hundred radical folk as an absolute mockery. People 
were in tears. The crowd’s anger, confusion and frustration penetrated my embar- 
rassed heart. We, the group of a few men who just presented the “challenging male 
supremacy” report back to the entire Earth First! Rendezvous population, looked at 
each other in disbelief and shame. I wished desperately to not be standing front and 
center, to turn back time. But the damage was done. What was said was said. Not 
only did I partake in it, I consented to the process. All my heady understandings of 
patriarchy came to a visceral collision; my skin tingled, my vision was introspective 
seeing everything encased in two circles surrounding my eyes. I learned a great deal 
in those incredibly long moments, much of which will take a lifetime to try to unlearn...” 


—From “The Challenging Male Supremacy Debacle” by mercurius 


Find mercurius’ full story of this experience at 2012 Earth First! Round River 
Rendezvous, including thoughts on inclusion, oppression, gender, sexand male 
dominationin themovement, pastand present, aswellasaplay-by-playanalysis 
of the “debacle,” on the EF! Newswire: EARTHFIRSTNEWS.WORDPRESS.COM/ ARTICLES / 
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LOOK KITTEN, | DON'T GIVE 
A DAMN WHAT YOU THINK. 
IF | SAY I'M A FEMINIST 
THEN BY GOD 1AM ONE! 


at do you 


know about 


environmenta 
ustice? 


environmental racism quiz 


1. What percentage of African 
American children living in inner 
cities have unsafe amounts of 


2. What percentage of Indigenous 
Americans live in communities 
near uncontrolled toxic waste 


lead in their blood? sites? 

a) 39% a) 12% 
b) 66% b) 26% 
c) 72% c) 50% 
d) 96% d) 79% 


imhgsotetoneimcstingl Poison people equally 


Desineeonelapcieees Stop poisoning people, period. 


Environmental racism is the disproportionate impact ofenvironmental 
hazards on people of color. Environmental justice is the movement’s 
response to environmental racism. “Environmental equity” is not 
environmental justice. “Environmental equity” is the government’s 
response to the demands of the environmental justice movement. 
Government agencies, like the EPA, have been co-opting the movement 
by redefining environmental justice as “fair treatment and meaningful 
involvement,” something they consistently fail to accomplish, but 
which also falls far short of the environmental justice vision. The 
environmental justice movement isn’t seeking to simply redistribute 
environmental harms, but to abolish them. 


A note on institutional racism... 

The most significant problem facing people of color is the institutional 
and cultural racism, which results in discrimination in access to 
services, goods and opportunities. Institutional racism involves polices, 
practices, and procedures of institutions that have a disproportionately 
negative effect on racial minorities’ access to and quality of goods, 
services, and opportunities. Systemic racism is the basis of individual 
and institutional racism; it is the value system that is embedded in 
a society that supports and allows discrimination. Institutional and 
systemic racism establishes separate and independent barriers. 
Institutional racism does not have to result from human agency or 
intention. Thus, racial discrimination can occur in institutions even 
when the institution does not intend to make distinctions on the basis 
of race. In the context of racism, power is a necessary precondition 
for discrimination. Racism depends on the ability to give or withhold 
social benefits, facilities, services, opportunities etc., from someone 
who is entitled to them, and is denied on the basis of race, color or 
national origin. The source of power can be formal or informal, legal 
or illegal, and is not limited to traditional concepts of power. Intent is 
irrelevant; the focus is on the result of the behavior. 


3. Approximately how many Navajo 
Native Americans were reported to 

have died in the uranium mines in 
Rio Puerco? 

a) 50 

b) 175 

c) 300 

d) 400 


4. At what percentage are migrant 
farm workers likely to get stomach 
cancer? 

a) 12% 

b) 27% 

c) 69% 

d) 74% - 


5. At what percentage are African 
Americans more likely than whites to 
live where toxic industrial pollution 
is suspected of causing the greatest 
health dangers? 

a) 22% 

b) 32% 

c) 56% 

d) 79% 


6. According to the Commission for 
Racial Justice, how many African 
Americans live in communities with 
abandoned toxic waste sites? 

a) 1 out of 5 

b) 2 out of 5 

c) 3 out of 5 


7. According to the EPA, at what 
percentage are fines on toxic pollution 
in white neighborhoods HIGHER and/ 
or more frequent than penalties in 
communities of color? 

a) 50% 

b) 70% 

c) 100% 

d) 500% 


8. At approximately what percentage 
are Latino communities living with 
air pollution? 
a) 5% 

b) 25% 

c) 40% 

d) 60% 


9. In communities with existing 
incinerators, what percentage is 
made up of people of color? 

a) 59% 

b) 64% 

c) 77% 

d) 89% 


10. Of the five largest toxic waste 
management sites in the country, 
how many of them are situated in 
communities of color? 


answers on next page 
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environmental racism qulz 


1. d) 96% - African American children in low-socio economic 
communities are 9 times more likely than economically advantaged 
children to be exposed to lead levels so high they can cause severe 
learning disabilities as well as neurological disorders. _ 


2. c) Approximately 50% of all Native American communities 


3. d) 400 ... Approximately 400 miners died due to radiation 
poisoning, cancers, and other illnesses caused by uranium 
mining and milling on the Rio Puerco in sacred Navajo land. 


4. c) Migrant farm workers have stomach cancer rates of 69%, 
additionally migrant workers are found to have 59% higher rate 
of leukemia, 63% higher rate of uterine cervix cancer, and 68% 
higher rate of uterine corpus cancer 


5. d) African Americans are 79% more likely than whites to live 
in areas of high density industrial pollution. 


6. c) 3 out of 5 African Americans — 60% (15 million) African 
Americans live in communities with one or more abandoned 
toxic waste sites. 


7. d) 500% - Penalties under hazardous waste laws at sites having 
the greatest white population were 500% higher than penalties with 
the greatest minority population, averaging $335,566 for white areas, 
compared to $55,318 for minority areas. The disparity under the toxic 
waste law occurs by race alone, not income. 


8. d) 60% - An estimated 50% of African Americans and 60% 
of Latinos live in a county in which levels of two or more air 
pollutants exceed governmental standards. 


9. d) 89% Communities with existing incinerators are mad = sane 1 
; o - ities existing incinerato e 
of up to 89% minorities IW VIRON 


—\ 


10. Three of the largest hazardous waste landfills, containing over 


ae, 


"ersten 
forty percent of the total national permitted commercial capacity, zs ) *S Texte! 
remain in just two African American communities (Emelle, Alabama 
and Alsen, Louisiana), and one Hispanic community (Kettleman 
City, California) 


Please visit Http: / / WwWW.EJNET.ORG/EJ/ 
for more resources on Environmental Justice. 


“There is no level playing field. Any time our societ 


says that a powerful chemical company has the same 


right as a low income family that's living 
next door, that playing field is not level, is not fair.” 
Dr. Robert Bullard, Father of Environmental Justice Movement 
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N DANGER 


@ NOV 3, 2012 @G@OOOOD 


Overcast Minnesota morning, 
light snow cover. I open the door to 
my camper in the north woods and 
walk down the spruce covered path 
into the house where our banners 
and signs have been drying from the 
night before. Jeff has made French 
toast for breakfast and hands it to 
us on paper plates so we can eat in 
the car as we head to the freeway. He 
will meet us in a half hour. Bundled 
up, we start the motor and turn onto 
the gravel drive. 

At about this same time Lyle Wil- 
son of Pine Island, who traveled up 
from the southern part of the state, 
sits in a deer stand near Grand Ma- 
rais. He has two bait piles out about a 
half mile from each other. The “bait,” 
dead beavers. 

The ride takes about a half hour. I 
feel like shit and am nervous as hell. 
Can’t stop worrying, just trying to 
take my mind off what is happening 
today, right this moment in my be- 
loved northland—my home. 

Lyle sees the wolves come to the 
first bait. 

We pull into the parking lot behind 
Perkins and meet my Dad, who got 
the times mixed up and has been 


waiting a half hour. I go to the gas" 


WOLF KILLING IN NORTHERN 
MINNESOTA AND WISCONSIN 


station and get a coffee. My stomach 
is churning. I take a sip and then 
dump it behind the car; I can’t han- 
dle it this morning. 

Some other people arrive to join 
us, including an old timer named 
Glenn, who has been working on this 
issue for 50 years. He hands me two 
sealed envelopes. I fold them into my 
pocket. We are bundled up in blaze 
orange as we pull the 16 foot ban- 
ner out of the car and walk out onto 
the pedestrian overpass on Hwy 35 
headed north, into wolf country. 

The wolves crest a hill toward 
the second bait. He can see them 
through a clearing in the tree branch- 
es. A big black male is in the lead. 
He takes aim. 

We tie the banner up to the fence 
and drop it over the side of the free- 
way. It unfurls perfectly as if we had 
done it a million times. 

“Real Hunters Don’t Kill Wolves.” 

Bang. 

Duluth, Twig, Virginia, Ely, Fin- 
land, Tofte, Grand Marais, Silver 
Bay, Two Harbors and back to Du- 
luth. We tour through these towns 
leaving a trail of posters and talking 
with people about the hunt. 

Our message is clear: Real hunt- 


ers feed their families, they don’t 


kill wolves. 


BY F. FOX 


@ HOW IT WENTDOWN @O@@ 


In December 2011, | President 
Obama delisted the grey wolf from 
the endangered species act—exactly 
what MN house representative Dem- 
ocrat David Dill had been waiting 
for. Dill is a white man who runs a 
big hunting lodge in Crane Lake. He 
was reported saying, “There’s a thrill 
that you were able to conquer this,” 
about shooting wolves in Canada. 

Immediately after delisting, Dill 
authored a fish and game bill that 
included a wolf “management” plan 
to be overseen by the MN Depart- 
ment of Natural Resources (DNR). It 
was pushed through the legislature 
and signed into law by Governor 
Mark Dayton. Despite Minnesota’s 
2001 wolf management plan which 
requires a five year moratorium 
on hunting and trapping following 
delisting, as well as a public com- 
ment period, the DNR moved for- 
ward with planning the hunt. In an 
attempt to appear democractic, they 
offered a limited online survey—on 
which 80 percent of respondents op- 
posed hunting and trapping wolves. 

While the anti-wolf bill was moving 
through the legislature, Dr. Mau- 
reen Hackett, a forensic psycholo- 
gist, was watching Dill’s discussion 
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of wolf management and described 
his manner and motivation as sa- 
distic. Using personal funds, she 
founded the organization “Howl- 
ing for Wolves” and began putting 
up billboards across the state with 
images of wolves which said, “See 
Me, Save Me” and “Trapping is Tor- 
ture.” Along with The Center for 
Biological Diversity, Howling for 
Wolves sued the DNR twice for not 
complying with the 2001 manage- 
ment plan. They lost on both ac- 
counts. 

In early November of last year, 
300,000 deer hunters entered the 
northern forests of MN, 3,400 of 
them carrying a second permit al- 
lowing them to “bag” one wolf. The 
wolf hunt is scheduled to run from 
Nov 3 through Jan 31, 2013. It is 
split into an early firearm season 
and a late firearm and trapping 
season. The “Target Harvest”—DNR 
terminology, as if killing a wolf is 
like. plucking an ear of corn—for 
the entire season is 400 individu- 
als. (As I write this, 250 wolves 
have been killed in Minnesota in 
the first month of the hunt.) 

There is no scientific or biological 
reason to kill wolves in Minnesota. 
Their numbers have been stable 
for the past ten years, estimated at 
around 3,000, without human in- 
tervention. Some hunters complain 
that there are not enough deer, even 
though the past few years have been 
record years for deer hunting. It has 
been shown that wolves mostly kill 
the old, sick and young animals; 
therefore a healthy wolf population 
ensures a robust and healthy deer 
population. 

Wolves are highly social with 
complex pack arrangements. When 
members are being killed indis- 
criminantly, some of the alpha fe- 
males or males will be killed. This 
leaves the younger wolves to fend 
for themselves without the lead- 
ership required to make good de- 
cisions, like staying away from 
people, causing more conflicts. 

The DNR has stated that the 400 
wolves killed in this hunt will probably 
not have an effect on the numbers 
of livestock and pets preyed upon by 
wolves. This year 266 wolves have 
been killed due to alleged livestock 
depredation. It is obvious that the 
wolf hunt is not designed to help the 
wolves, nor curb problematic wolf/ 
human interactions; it is to satisfy 
sport killers and trophy hunters. 


5, : 
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@ TRIBAL LANDS CLOSED @@ 


Not all of Minnesota or Wisconsin 
is open to wolf hunting. The eight 
Anishinaabeg reservations in MN: 
Red Lake, White Earth, Leech Lake, 
Mille Lacs, Fond du Lac, Bois Forte, 
Grand Portage and Sandy Lake, as 
well as Wisconsin reservations, have 
closed their borders to wolf killers. 
On November 2, Governor Dayton 
called tribal leaders begging them to 
reconsider while DNR commission- 
er Tom Landwher, was reported as 
saying that he is optimistic that the 
tribes won’t overstep their author- 
ity regarding non-tribal lands within 
the reservations. Most tribes do not 
“own” all the land that falls within 
their boundaries; only Red Lake and 
Grand Portage own 100 percent. 

The wolf plays a central role in 
the Anishinaabeg creation story. In 
the Mishomis Book, Edward Benton 
writes, “Anishinaabe [original man] 
and Maiiingan [the wolf] walked the 
Earth together and came to know 
all of her. In this journey they be- 
came very close to each other. They 
became like brothers. In their close- 
ness they realized that they were 
Brothers to all creation... The crea- 
tor said, “...you are to separate your 
paths. You must go different ways. 
What shall happen to one of you will 
also happen to the other. Each of you 
will be feared, respected and misun- 
derstood by the people that will later 
join you on Earth.” 

These words proved true. In the 
bloody conquest of the Americas by 
European settlers, both Native peo- 
ple and the wolf were killed, perse- 
cuted and hated by the colonizers. 
This hunt is more than a slap in 
the face for the indigenous people 
of Minnesota and Wisconsin. It’s a 
blatant act of continued genocide 
against the Anishinaabeg. 

At the Wolf Walk 2012, in Duluth 
on October 20, Robert DesJarlait, an 
elder, artist and wolf activist from Red 
Lake, explained, “When you take the 
fur of Ma’iingan, you take the skin off 
my back.” It is that simple. 


& WOLF KILLERS @@OOO@ 


Today the pattern of conquest 
continues, led by men like Dill and 
Landwher. They aren’t alone either, 
a whole cast of “experts” appear on 
the news to rationalize the killing 
for scientific study. The settler so- 
ciety has settled in deep: small al- 


uw», THIS HUNT IS MORE THAN A SLAP IN THE FACE FOR THE INDIGENOUS PEOPLE OF MINNESOTA 
f AND WISCONSIN. IT’S A BLATANT ACT OF CONTINUED GENOCIDE AGAINST THE ANISHINAABEG. 


lotments of reservation land, lies, 
broken promises and a searing lack 
of respect. 

The sense of entitlement from many 
of the descendents of the European 
colonizers is disturbing. In my obses- 
sion with trying to understand the 
mentality of the wolf killers, I dived 
into that internet abyss known as 
Facebook. I found groups such as 
Minnesota Wolf Hunting, Wiscon- 
sin Wolf Hunting, Fired up! (“Peo- 
ple for management and hunt- 
ing wolves in the West”), and Wolf 
Butchering, Cooking and Recip- 
ies. Many of the postings are from 
white men showing off big fish, some 
are white women. One woman sit- 
ting next to her modest cabin by 
a lake writes, “those liberals have 
obviously never lived with wolves and 
that’s why they don’t know that they 
need to be erradicated [sic].” There 
are photos too, of white men with 
dead wolves, white men with their 
children smiling and laughing with 
dead wolves and most surprising to 
me, though I suppose it shouldn’t 
be, white women with dead wolves. 

I check the sites daily, some kind 
of self-torture, I’m trying to under- 
stand, to access how deep the sick- 
ness is, looking for ways to start a 
fracture, a shift in the culture of kill- 
ing. The interconnections between 
killing wolves for “sport” and the 
racist-capitalist-patriarchy-rape-cul- 


‘ ture are clear. It’s about objectifica- 


tion, possession and power. Killing 
wolves is about asserting domina- 
tion, over something that is “uncon- 
trollable.” It is a frame of mind, a 
way of seeing the world, with roots 
in that infamous book, “Be fruitful, 
and multiply and replenish the earth, 
and subdue it: and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the 
fowl of the air, and over every living 
thing that moveth upon the earth.” 
(Genesis 1:26-28). There is a funda- 
mental difference here in how the 
majority of the Anishinaabeg view the 
wolf, as brother, and how the major- 
ity of White Christian Americans view 
the wolf, as needing to be dominated. 
This is an important distinction. 

I am of European heritage, as 
are the wolf killers, yet I and many 
“white” friends condemn the hunt- 
ing of wolves and feel in the depth of 
our beings that some kind of funda- 
mental agreement is being broken, 
an understanding that goes back 
past Jesus, past Rome, back to a 
time when our ancestors lived side 


a 


» 


by side with the wolves of old Eu- 
rope. It wasn’t until the 1800s that 
there was a concerted effort to ex- 
terminate European wolves, the very 
same time that wolves were being 
slaughtered in the Americas. In the 
Sports section of the Minneapolis 
Star Tribune articles concerning the 
wolf hunt reference the importance 
of passing on the “tradition” of kill- 
ing wolves. Important histories are 
being forgotten. “White” Americans 
have lost their indigenous knowledge 
through thousands of years of feud- 
ing states and emerging capitalism. 
Multitudes of women, healers and 
those holding the ancient traditions 
were burned and killed during the 
witch hunts. The old ways of Europe 
were, for the most part, lost. In their 
place, whiteness was fabricated, de- 
veloped to fit into a system of domi- 
nation, stripping people of the ability 
to fully understand themselves. 

All humans came from distinct 
Earth-based cultures that knew how 
to live in balance with the creatures 
around them. There were codes and 
ethics surrounding whom to kill, 
whom to eat. This has ‘become the 
target of our Real Hunters Don’t Kill 
Wolves campaign. We mean to reach 
out to all hunters—white hunters 
specifically—with a code of ethics 
that includes pride in being able to 
feed one’s family from the land, a 
deep belief that sport killing is in- 
herently dishonorable and building 
bridges of solidarity between Euro- 
Americans and Native Americans. 

As Earth First! activists in MN we 
stand with the wolf and with the Ani- 
shinaabeg of the Great Lakes region. 


@ HOLDING FAST ©@OOO® 


Actions continue throughout the 
northland as the days of the hunt 
progress. Howling for Wolves’s efforts 
have been joined by The Northwoods 


Wolf Alliance, a “grassroots coalition | 


of Anishinaabeg.people and their al- 
lies working to protect Ma/‘ingan, 
particularly in Anishinaabe Akiing 
(Minnesota, Wisconsin and Michi- 
gan).” The alliance is run by two 
bad-ass womyn, Reyna Crow and 
Sandra Skinaway, out of Duluth. 
They have been successful in their 
endeavors to bring people together 
in defense of Ma’‘iingan. They are 
constantly on the move, speaking in 
colleges, on panels, at powwows and 
in churches, organizing rallies and 
pressuring Congresspeople to take 
a stand. They draw the connections 
between hunting wolves, disrespect 
for the Anishinaabeg people and 


the proposed copper sulfide mine in 
Northeastern Minnesota—wolf terri- 
tory that is under threat by mining 
interests. Despite the blustery Winter 
winds off of Lake Superior, Skinaway 
spearheads weekly Saturday rallies 
in Duluth that have been consistent 
for four months now. The billboards 
are still up across MN and Howling 
for Wolves continues to rally support 
in the metro area, bringing activists 
where they are needed most. Both 
groups are also working legislatively, 
deciphering which candidates oppose 
the hunt and which ones support it. 

The wolf hunt is a huge issue for the 
people of MN and WI—not one that we 
will easily forget. We love the wolves 
who live near us, we want them alive 
and well, maintaining themselves as 
they have always done and walking 
beside us, just out of sight. 


@ ADDENDUM ©OOOOO®O 


After a long drive on windy roads 
in the dark, dodging deer, we ar- 
rive back at the camper exhausted. 
The weekend of flyering and talking 
with folks is over, the hunt has be- 
gun. Thirty-four wolves were killed 
the first day, at the end of day two, 
it is up to 52. I feel like a failure 
even though I know we weren’t go- 
ing to stop the killing at this point. 
There have been many in this strug- 
gle before us, and there will be more 
after us. Still, it hurts, a lot. As I 
take my jacket off I feel the folded 
envelope in my pocket. I pull off my 
outer layers and crawl into the cold 
flannel sheets. I open the envelope. 

The following is the statement 
passed to me by Glenn Maxham at 
the rally on Nov 3. He picked his way 
slowly, cane in hand, to stand with 


‘us holding an old wolf hide that he 


had used in the school systems for 
forty years to show what he never 
wanted to see again. I quoted it at 
length because it contains a semi- 
recent history that no one seems to 
be talking about: 

“Most everyone in northern Minne- 
sota has an opinion on how the state 
should manage our wolf population 
and I number among them. Though I 
had, over the years, spent time with 
noted wolf researchers including 
David Mech, Milt Stenlund, Vic Van 
Ballenberg and others, I can’t pretend 
to possess a similar degree of exper- 
tise. Therefore, my advice to decision 
makers in the DNRis to closely review 
and heed the results of the scientifi- 
cally based study on the wolf/deer 
relationship your agency conducted 
many years ago. 


“The study, now decades old but 
still valid, centered on deer teeth 
that had been extracted from those 
animals killed by wolves and teeth 
from hunter-killed deer gathered at 
check stations during the hunting 
season. The focal point of the pro- 
ject was to collect data on the age 
of each animal. As a news reporter, 
I watched as thin tooth slices were 
viewed under a microscope and the 
growth rings counted and recorded. 

“An equally important part of the 
study centered on collections of bone 
samples from deer killed by wolves 
and those shot by hunters. The mar- 
row of these specimens was of par- 
ticular interest in that the tissue re- 
vealed the deer’s health status when 
alive. For example, if red, the mar- 
row revealed starvation had set in. 
White marrow appeared in healthy 
deer. All carcasses were checked 
over for signs of unhealed wounds or 
external birth defects. 

“The conclusion of this scientific 
approach was abundantly obvious: 
wolves, not hunters, play the domi- 
nant role in maintaining a viable, 
healthier deer herd. Statistics veri- 
fied that the predators claimed a far 
larger percentage of older, sick, mal- 
nourished, animals. Disproportion- 
ately, the younger, healthier ones 
were killed by hunters... 

“When flying with a DNR pilot on a 
mission over Ely area snow covered 
lakes to look for remains of wolf- 
killed deer, we spotted a pair of bald 
eagles feeding on the uneaten meat. 
A short time later we found another 
pair of the then rarely seen birds in 
the same scenario. This prompted 
the pilot to exclaim, ‘When the wolf 
kills, everybody (in the forest) eats.’ 

“In my younger years—I am now 
82—I spent countless hours in blinds 
while filming the variety of mammals 
and birds that fed on deer or moose 
carcasses temporarily abandoned by 
wolves. The species included fisher 
and pine martens, then protected, 
that were able to make a substantial 
comeback from near extinction due, 
in part, to wolf “leftovers.” Besides ra- 
vens and crows, I filmed Canada jays, 
woodpeckers and even chickadees 
getting their fill of meat and fat... 

“My suggestion to the DNR is 
this: be certain to heavily factor in 
the conclusions of your own denti- 
tion research when deciding on the 
future of this magnificent creature 
and try to convince those who urge 
decimating their numbers to ac- 
cept the proven worth of Canis Lu- 
pus to Minnesota and every other . 
environment in which it now lives.” 
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RURAL REBELS 


BY JJ 


October 2012, 
Notre dames des Landes, France 


Chris leans forward, her long fin- 
gers play with the dial of the car ra- 
dio “I’m trying to find 107.7 FM“... a 
burst of Classical music, a fragment 
of cheesy pop. “Ah! Here we go! I 
think I’ve got it.” The plastic pitch ofa 
corporate jingle pierces the speakers: 

“Radio Vinci Autoroute: This is the 
weather forecast for the west central 
region...happy driving to you all. 
Traffic info next.” Chris smiles. 

The narrow winding road is lined 
with thick hedgerows. Out of the 
darkness the ghostly outline of an 
owl cuts across our headlights. We 
dip down into a wooded valley, the 
radio signal starts to splinter. The 
well-spoken female voice fractures 
into static, words tune in and out 
and then another kind of sound 
weaves itself into the airwaves. 

We rise out of the wood onto a pla- 
teau, the rogue signal gets clearer, 
two disturbingly different voices 
scramble together—the slick, mani- 
cured, predictable sound of Radio 
Vinci wrestles with something much 
more alive, something rawer—a 
fleshier frequency. 

“The cops have left the Zone for the 
night...good riddance... Yeah! Keep 
it up everyone! ...... ” There is a mo- 
ment of silence, we hear breathing, 
then a scream into thé microphone 
“This is Radio Klaxon...Klac Klac 
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AND USELESS AIRPORTS: 


Klac! "We feel her emotion radiate 
through the radio waves “It’s nine 
thirty five.” she laughs and puts a 
record on, passionate Flamenco gui- 
tar pumps into the car. 

We have entered La ZAD (Zone A 
Défendre}—Europe’s largest post- 
capitalist protest camp—a kind of 
rural occupy on the eastern edge of 
Brittany, half an hour’s drive from 
the city of Nantes. Like a rebel con- 
stellation spread across 4000 acres 
of forest, farmland and marshes, it 
takes the form of old squatted farms 
and fields, D.I.Y. straw bale houses, 
up-cycled sheds, theaters and bars 
cobbled from industrial pallets, hob- 
bit like round houses, cute cabins 
built with the world’s waste, huts 
perched frighteningly high in trees 
and a multitude of other disobedient 
architectural fantasies. La ZAD has 
been a laboratory for ways of living 
despite capitalism since the 2009 
French Climate Camp. At the camp, 
activists and locals put together a 
call for people to come and live on 
the Zone to protect:it. Now you can 
find illegal goat herds and organic 
bakeries, bike workshops and bee 


-hives, working farms and commu- 


nal kitchens, a micro brewery, a 
mobile library, and even a pirate ra- 
dio station: Radio Klaxon. Emitting 
from a secret location, the station 
hijacks the airwaves of “Radio Vinci 
Autoroute,” the traffic information 
channel run by Vinci for its private 


network of French motorways. .The 
world’s largest multinational con- 
struction firm, builders of nuclear 
power stations, African uranium 
mines, oil pipelines, motorways, car 
parks and the infrastructure of hy- 
per capitalism everywhere, Vinci also 
happens to be the company commis- 
sioned by the French government to 
cover this landscape in concrete and 
open Nantes’ new airport by 2017. 
Well, that’s the plan. 

The irony of this checkered land 
of tiny fields framed by miles of rich 
hedgerows, is that unlike the rest of 
France, it escaped the regrouping 
process of the 60s which annihilated 
the ancient field patterns to open up 
large tracts of land to industrial agri- 
culture. If the original airport plans, 
designed to host Concorde, had suc- 
ceeded this land would have been 
under tarmac by 1985. Luckily it was 
never built and so the old field pat- 
terns remain, as do the faded painted 
signs that date from the first protests 
40 years ago, placed along the side of 
the road by local farmers declaring: 


NON A L’AEROPORT. 


Our car pulls into la vache rit, 
a temporary HQ housed in a giant 
barn that belongs to one of dozen lo- 
cal farmers who have refused to sell 
their land to the state. A mural on 
the fagade shows a plane disguised 
as a bale of hay with an indignant 


La ZAD - curores uncer ore 


APITALIST LAND OCCUPATION (PART 1) 


farmer, pitchfork in hand, shouting 
up at it: “You ‘aint going to con us!” 
Inside the barn, hundreds of people 
mill around, grey haired pensioners, 
farmers in muddy overalls, a sprin- 
kling of hippies, folk in black hood- 
ies adorned with headlamps and 
more than a handful of dogs. 

Food is being cooked and people 
are browsing the largest “free shop” 
I’ve ever seen (a space where there is 
no monetary exchange). Long tables 
bend under piles of clothes all sort- 
ed neatly and signposted: jumpers, 
trousers, rain jackets, boots (with 
boxes for different shoe sizes) there is 
even a box marked dirty socks under 
one filled with dry ones. Locals from 
the nearby village of Notre -Dames- 
des-Landes wash the socks regular- 
ly. Another table has mountains of 
medical supplies whilst the kitchen is 
drowning in pasta. Supporters from 
the four corners of France have do- 
nated all this material over last week 
since the evictions began. 

On the 16th of October, 1,200 riot 
police overran La ZAD. What had 
been a state free autonomous zone 
for 3 years was transformed within 
a few hours into a militarised sector. 
Road blocks sealed the area, Guard 
Mobiles (military mobile gendarme 
units) swarmed everywhere and 
bulldozers groaned across the fields. 
Despite resistance from the Zad- 
ists within two days the state had 
destroyed 9 of the 12 of the squat- 


Images of eviction, resistance and reoccupation of La ZAD, October and November 2012. 


ted spaces. On one of the days, 250 
rounds of tear gas were fired into the 
market garden, seemingly to con- 
taminate the vegetables that until 
that moment had fed over 100 Zad- 


ists every week. One principle of war. 


is, of course: cut off the supplies. 

In the afternoon lorries guarded 
by convoys of riot vans carried away 
every sign of habitation, every lump 
of rubble or shard of broken furni- 
ture, smashed crockery or child’s 
toy—everything. Nothing remained 
but mud and the scars of bulldozer 
tracks. This act of erasure was not 
only to make sure that the wreck- 
age would not be used to rebuild 
the houses, but more importantly 
to wipe out all traces of history. Ru- 
ins hold memories and stories. One 
principle of resistance is: stories 
stoke struggle. 

“The movement is finished”... the 
local representative of the ministry 
of interior Patrick Lapouze told the 
press “For two years... it’s been a 


‘lawless zone. I can’t even go there 


without police protection and when 
I go I get stones raining down on 
my car.” Sounding more like a wild 
west Sheriff than a twenty first cen- 
tury civil servant, he continued: “We 
are going to stop them returning... 
When there are only 150 of them en- 
trenched in a barn, they won’t last 
long!” Raising the stakes somewhat 
he ends his statement: “If the Répub- 
lique is unable to reclaim this area, 


Much thanks to all the incredible photographers, whoever you are. 


then we should be worried for the 
République.” 

As these words left his lips the im- 
ages of an elderly woman collecting 
teargas canisters from a vegetable 
garden, ancient farmhouses be- 
ing torn down and farmers pushed 
around by riot police were circulat- 
ing across the country and seemed 
to be touching a nerve. 

The airport is a pet project of ex- 
mayor of Nantes, now prime minis- 
ter—Jean marc Ayrault. Nicknamed 
L’ Ayraultpore (a brilliant play on 
words merging airport and pig), his 
ratings had already hit record bot- 
tom before all this and now it seems 
his megalomaniac vision might be a 
bigger thorn in his side than he ever 
imagined. 

Ayrault has promoted the project 
as a “green” airport. It is planned to 
have living roofs covered in plants, 
the two runways have been designed 
to minimize taxiing to save on CO2 
emissions and an organic commu- 
nity supported box scheme (like a 
CSA) meant to feed its employees. 
Next year Nantes will celebrate its 
latest award: European Green City 
2013. To call this double speak is 
generous. According to a recent re- 
port a hundred million people will 
die of climate driven deaths over the 
next eighteen years—eighty percent 
in countries with lower emissions. 
The climate catastrophe is not just 
a threat to our ecosystems and the 
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species we share the biosphere with, 
it’s a violent war on the poor. A war 
whose weapons are built out of steel 
and concrete, tarmac and plastic, a 
war with a ticking methane bomb 
hiding under the arctic. Waged by 
the logic of growth and disguised as 
everyday life according to capital- 
ism, climate change is the war that 
could end all wars and all life with it. 


Calling an airport green is as cyni-. 


cal as calling a concentration camp 
humane. Perhaps in the future, if 
we are lucky to have one, descend- 
ants will contemplate the ruins of 
airports as we do the sites of 18th 
century slave markets and wonder 
‘how a culture could have committed 
such barbarity so openly. 

I’m fast asleep in the Cent Chenes 
(one hundred oaks). For three years 
people from post-capitalist move- 


ments across Europe have made 
their way here to build alternative 
lives and lay a new geography over 
the cartography of capitalism. There 
is a delicious panoply of new place 


names, including: La _ Bellishrut, 
Pinky, La Saulce, Phar Wezt, No 
Name, La Cabane Des Filles (the 
girl’s cabin) and the mythical Le Sab- 
ot (the clog) named for its reference 
to peasant life as well as the fact that 
it is the root of the word “sabotage,” 
which literally means to throw your 
clog into the gears of the machine. 
Little do I know, as I dream of po- 
lice dogs devouring stray cats, that 
Hurricane Sandy has just hit Haiti 
and is on its way to New York. Last 
time I was here, this beautiful straw- 
bale home made entirely from waste 
had a working bakery (supplying 
Zadists and neighbors with daily or- 
ganic bread) and an abundant per- 
maculture garden. With the threat of 
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expulsion, the baker moved his oven 
to a legal space nearby. Other inhab- 
itants, including Katell, who teaches 
in the local primary school, took eve- 
rything of value to the safe house. 
Now Les Cent Chenes, a ghost of 
what it was, has been handed over 
as a collective sleeping space for the 
activists that have streamed in over 
the last days, from across the coun- 
try and abroad, to put their bodies 
in the way of the evictions. We sleep 
here to be at hand when the police 
arrive at Le Sabot nearby, which is 
still holding out. 

‘Le Sabot is the market garden 
now contaminated by CS gas. It was 
born in the spring of 2011, when 
over a thousand people armed with 
spades and seeds coordinated by the 
international radical young farmers 
movement Reclaim The Fields, oc- 


sunset. Ishmel has managed to get 
hold of an old set that the Nantes 
Opera House was throwing away, it 
happens to be from an opera about 
the holocaust. The massive wooden 
panels make perfectly surreal barri- 
cading material. 

Since the evictions began the art 
of building barricades has taken 
over everyday life here. Everywhere 
you go there are little teams busy 
hauling materials across fields to 
erect another barricade. The idea is 
to slow the advance of the authori- 
ties, who have named their opera- 
tion “Cesar,” perhaps a reference 
to the resistant gallic village of Ob- 
elix and Asterix. The police have 
taken the weekend off and so bar- 
ricade building takes place unhin- 
dered. Now there are ones rising on 
the main roads as well as the green 


cupied a couple of acres of land in 
the center of the Zone and overnight 
turned it into a functioning vegeta- 
ble farm. It has its own two-roomed 
cabin, a polytunnel, solar shower 
and now a ramshackle penthouse 
on the roof, to climb onto in case of 
expulsion. Merging resistance and 


‘tangible alternatives, Le Sabot re- 


flects the post-capitalist politics of 
refusing to separate critique and 
construction, the yes and the no. 

I spend the day with Ishmel, an 
art activist and one of the found- 
ers of the French Clown Army. His 
home, La Bellishrut, was burnt to 
the ground last week. “How come 
you're still smiling?“ I ask as we 
walk through the dense network of 
green lanes that joins up the dots 
of this rebel constellation. “I don’t 
care about material things, when we 
build something we know it won’t be 
forever.” We build barricades until 


lanes. The multiplicity of different 
barricades reflects the different cul- 
tures at La Zad. Those living in tree 
houses in the Rohanne Forest have 
asked people not to cut living trees 
to make them, whilst in another 
part of the Zone a team of chainsaw 
wielding activists are tacking down 
oak trees and tangling steel rope in 
them. On one crossroads there are 
at least 20 barricades. There are 
huge hay rounds with cans of pet- 
rol beside them ready to set alight 
when the police attack, there is a 
steel wall of sitex—anti squatting 
panels normally placed on doors and 
windows of empty houses—carefully 
welded together and one made from 
dozens of bamboo poles sticking out 
of the tarmac decorated with bicycle 
wheels. In the middle of it all there 
is makeshift kitchen with its mobile 
pizza oven made from an oil drum. 
An affinity group armed with cord- 


less angle grinders and pick axes, 
have been working day and night to 
cut out giant trenches in the roads— 
in some cases several meters wide 
and deeper than a standing adult. 
Ishmel tells me that yesterday road 
agency workers came to mend one of 
the smaller trenches not surrounded 
by barricades. People talked to the 
workers, trying to persuade them 
to turn around and not do the dirty 
work of Vinci. Despite having their 
boss on the phone coercing them to 
keep going, they eventually turned 
around and left the hole in the road. 
One of the workers later said “What 
troubled me most was that I’m from 
around here... feels a bit like I was 
helping demolish my _ neighbor’s 
house.” There have also been stories 
of local police officers that refused to 
join the operation. 


It’s 6 am. We walk through the thick 
morning mist. Nebulous silhouettes 
appear out of nowhere passing us 
on the lane, people are calmly mak- 
ing their way to the barricades. We 
carry a small radio, the finger tapping 
beat of the Latino hip hop group Cy- 
press Hill keeps us awake: “When the 


_ shit goes down you better be ready!” 


Coffee is served in Le Sabot. Laura 
is glued to her walky-talky. Gweno, 
ties his T-shirt around his head to 
make a DIY balaclava through which 
you can still see his cheeky smiling 
eyes. He climbs over the first barri- 
cade where Ishmel planted bunches 
of flowers last night and nails a large 
sign to a tree opposite: Zone of Strug- 
gle: Here the people command and 
the government obeys. It’s a phrase 
from the Zapatista autonomous in- 
digenous communities in Chiapas, 


vegetables, paint bombs and stones 
arc into the sky. I see Gweno run- 
ning through the field holding one 
of the shields he has lovingly made: 
It says, “Be careful you are walking 
on our beetroot.” For a moment we 
can’t tell what is CS gas and what is 
morning mist, then our skin begins 
to scream in pain, Ishmel passes us 
lemon juice. The boom of concussion 
grenades being fired several kilom- 
eters away thunders across the pla- 
teau, Radio Klaxon tells us that they 
have attacked the forest simultane- 
ously and are trying to take people 
out of the trees. 

It takes several hours for the po- 
lice to get through the barricades at 
Le Sabot, by the time they arrive in 
the garden most of us have dissolved 
into the landscape. A few people re- 
main on the roof of the cabin and 


The crisp Autumn sky swarms 
with stars. A full moon throws 
shadows of gnarly oak trees across 
the fields. We end the evening in Le 
Sabot, dozens of us sitting around 
the wood burning Agar to eat a de- 
licious Dauphinoise (a hot pot of 
potatoes and garlic) garnished with 
freshly picked Cepp mushrooms. 
Radio Klaxon plays in the back- 
ground as always: “We have some 
news: 15 more cop vans have been 
spotted on the motorway driving in 
this direction.” There are already 
30 parked up for the night in the 
aptly named Disco Paradiso nearby, 
it seems the second wave of Opera- 
tion Cesar may well hit tomorrow. 
Laura, who has been on walky-talky 
all day to coordinate the defense, 
picks up a piece of chalk and on 
the blackboard once used to write 
dates for planting and harvesting 
crops scrawls angrily: NON! 


Mexico. Messages of solidarity have 
been sent from Chiapas and many. 
of the activists here feel a strong link 
to the masked rebels who since 1994 
have built zones free of the state and 
capitalism in the jungles of southern 
Mexico. Many of the Zadists also wear 
masks during actions, to resist being 
identified by the police, but also per- 
haps, to be in tune with the spirit of 
Zapatismo, where a masks both hides 
you and makes you more visible. 
“They are coming!” Laura shouts. 
The cabin empties except for Marie, 
grey haired and in her sixties, who 
continues cooking unfazed by the 
news of attack. Through the mist 
the glint of dozens of riot shields 
can be seen advancing down the 
lane towards Le Sabot. Time speeds 
up: the barricade is set alight, huge 
flames cut through the dawn light, 
we hear the sharp crack of tear gas 
canisters being shot at us, rotten 


Marie continues to cook inside. “You 
will never get rid of us” a woman ina 
pink bandana shouts from the roof, 
“we will be back and we will plant 
even more vegetables!” 

Hearing the sound of the sam- 
ba band in the distance, we follow 
the rhythm, weaving through fields 
and hedgerows to avoid the roam- 
ing riot police. We pass through a 
field of high corn. Several tractors 
and a huge harvesting machine are 
ploughing through it. For a minute 
the image of normal agricultural life 
taking place a few hundred metres 
from burning barricades and flying 
rubber bullets seems incongruous, 
but then we see that it’s Sylvain 
Fresneau driving the machine. Fres- 
neau is one of the 100 local farmers 
who are due to be expropriated. He 
has refused to be bought off by the 
state. On the lane next to his field 
there are a thirty tractors flying the 
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Confederation Paysan flag (Inde- 
pendent peasants union) backed up 
against a line of riot police. The trac- 
tors were meant to have reached Le 
Sabot in solidarity, but got blocked 
here.. It seems however that they 
have at least managed to allow Fres- 
neau to harvest his silage. For Fres- 
neau to simply do his everyday job 
on this land is an act of resistance. 

We finally meet up with the samba 
activists. They have marched across 
the fields to the side of the Zone 
where bulldozers are clearing bar- 
ricades off the roads and the relics 
of rural rioting litter the tarmac. We 
follow the band into the nearby for- 
est where they play under the tree 
houses, the police haven’t got here 
yet. Like a nimble tree sprite Nata- 
sha glides down from her platform. 
Rolls of rope and jangling carabiners 
hang from her climbing harness. 

Someone on the ground below has 
just picked a mushroom and is won- 
dering what species it is. A profession- 
al botanist, Natasha immediately iden- 
tifies it: “It’s a Russule—super tasty!” 
she declares before climbing gracefully 
back up into her towering tree. 

More than anyone, she is aware 
of how ecosystems are networks of 
complementary relationships, con- 
stantly in the process of becoming 
more complex and diverse. She un- 
derstands the unity in diversity that 
makes up the rich interdependent 
webs of life within this forest and 
is horrified by the cultural vacuum. 
that wants to annihilate it. 

There have been similar cultures, 
cultures out of touch with their 
ecologies and sticking to entrenched 
beliefs. They all wrecked their life 
support systems and eventually col- 
lapsed. Robbing the future to pay 
the present was the hallmark of eve- 
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ry civilization whose ruins now scat- 
ter the deserts. 

The government has said they 
want to “cleanse” La Zad before No- 
vember 2012, so that they can begin 
the archaeological surveys and eco- 
systems services swaps. By law, the 
headlands of all watersheds should 
be protected and for every wetlands 
destroyed two have to be created 
elsewhere. Vinci, however, is trying 
to challenge these laws in court; the 
verdict will be heard next month. If 
the ecosystems services project goes 
ahead it plans to move newts from 
twelve marshes to a new habitat. It’s 
the twisted logic of capitalism that 
thinks that you can swap one ecosys- 
tem for another, a market mindset 
where everything has become a com- 
modity — a thing devoid of context. It’s 
the final gasps of a culture that has 


‘forgotten that our world is made up 


of relationships and not things. 

The state assumed that by destroy- 
ing the Zadist’s houses and gardens 
they would demoralize the movement. 
They thought it would collapse when 
its material base had been removed. 
But quite the opposite has happened. 
“Our home is not the cob walls and 
hay bails, the bricks and mortar,” 
says Sara, whose house was razed to 
the ground last week, “but the land 
and the neighbors and its those con- 
nections that have been strengthened 
during the evictions.” It’s not just the 
friendships between activists on the 
barricades but also the complex re- 
lationships between the Zadists, the 
locals and farmers that have evolved. 
“It’s been a roller coaster over the 
years,” Sara continues. “There have 
been strong moments of togetherness 
but many of mutual misunderstand- 
ing and mistrust. There are some 
huge ideological differences between 


us “the squatters” and the folk at 
ACIPA (The anti-airport NGO made 
up of local farmers and residents) but 
since the evictions, new levels of mu- 
tual aid and support have emerged 
that were once thought impossible.” 
Not only did Sylvain Frenau open his 
barn as an HQ for everybody, but 
the ACIPA has set up a daily meet- 
ing point to bring newcomers into 
the Zone to resist the evictions, farm- 
ers and locals have stood as human 
shields between the masked activists 
and the riot police, whilst others have 
helped build barricades with their 
tractors and loaned out chain saws. 
The French state and media has tried 
undermine exactly this kind of shar- 
ing and support over the years by la- 
beling the squatters as members of 
the ultragauche (ultra leftists). 

A mythical term invented by a neu- 
rotic government, Les Utragauche 
has been used to criminalise anti- 
capitalist, antiauthoritarian move- 
ments and throw the shadow of ter- 
rorism on to anyone influenced by 
the so called “insurrectionist sect” 
that wrote the now infamous, and 
according to right-wing TV anchor 
Glenn Beck “evil” book—The Coming 
Insurrection. The term is a weapon of 
repression used to divide the “good 
protesters” from the “bad” and to 
prevent diverse movements arising. 
What the government can’t control is 
a movement where farmers plough- 
ing and planting monocultures are 
rebelling side by side with Permac- 
ulturists who practice no dig garden- 
ing, where older trade unionists sit in 
meetings with young anarchists who 
demand an identity beyond work, 
where libertarian communists teach 
pensioners how to forage wild foods 
and anti-civilization vegans are lent 
tools by dairy farmers. It is the dy- 


namic diversity of ecosystems which 
keeps them strong and resilient to 
shocks, movements that find unity in 
diversity are much harder to destroy 
than houses and forests, and the 
new socialist government knows this. 

It’s been three weeks since the 
evictions began, Le Sabot and Les 
Cent Chenes have been razed as 
have many of the other spaces. Two 
squatted farmhouses are still waiting 
for eviction papers. whilst every time 
the police tear down the barricades 
around the Phar Wezt they pop up 
again like mushrooms—as I write, 
its tree houses and huge communal 
kitchen remain intact and people are 
already rebuilding in hidden nooks 
and crannies of the Zone. Thanks to 
the pressure on the government from 
hunger striking farmers last sum- 
mer, locals who have refused to sell 
cannot be evicted until all legal re- 
course has been exhausted. The trial 
around the destruction of wetlands is 
due to end in December. 

In many struggles, the moment 
of eviction tends to be the last great 
cry after which the movement fades. 
But quite the opposite has occurred, 
something in the fight to save La ZAD 
has resonated with people. The last 
three weeks have completely trans- 
formed this struggle from a relatively 
local debate into an issue of national 
importance. Everyone on the ground 
expected the media to run images 
of masked youth throwing molotovs 
(three in all were thrown) and to play 
the Ultragauche card which would 
have scared people away and opened 
the door to harsher police repres- 
sion. Instead solidarity began to flow 
and flow. Support groups sprung up 
in cities and villages across France. 
Meetings, demonstrations and ac- 
tions erupted from Toulouse to Stras- 


bourg, Brussels to Besancon: Graffiti 
and banners appeared on dozens of 
motorway bridges; a clown army in- 
vaded the offices of Vinci; thousands 
marched in Rennes and Paris; a go- 
slow blocked commuter traffic into 
Nantes; Vinci car parks were occupied 
and made free for motorists; the stu- 
dios of a national radio program were 
invaded and a statement read on air; a 
street theater piece married Vinci and 
the state; and the windows of several 
Socialist Party HQ’s were smashed. 
Front pages in the regional and 
then the national press including 
Le Monde, began to talk about La 
ZAD as the “new Larzac.” Beginning 
in the 1970s, the Larzac was a ru- 


_ral area of Southern France where 


a mass movement brought farmers 
and activists together against the ex- 
pansion of a military base. It is seen 
as an iconic struggle not only due to 
it linking radically different cultures 
but also because it won. In 1981, the 
socialist president Francois Mitter- 
rand canceled the project. 

To name La ZAD as new Larzac is 
like a little known rock band being 
touted as the new Lady Gaga! 

The discourse has expanded too. 
Many now see the choice to build an 
airport as yet another symptom of a 
system totally out of touch with re- 
ality. It’s a choice from another age, 
an age where climate change and 
peak oil were not yet threats, an age 
where the ideology of infinite growth 
was all that defined progress, an age 
where people talked about economic 
crisis rather than the economy as 
crisis. It seems that what is touch- 
ing people is the destruction of ways 
of life that refuse to be part of such 
an antiquated society. It is the farm- 
ers’ firm stand, risking everything so 
that they can continue to: produce 


food from their land that moves us. 
It is the Zadists’ simple lives, lived 
according to their passions and their 
needs that gives us glimpses of the 
future in the present. These things 
make so much more sense than a 
new airport built for political ego, 
corporations and profits. And now 
the story is no longer just about an 
airport, but about making the choice 
to oil the suicide machine wrecking 
our future or becoming its counter- 
friction, opening new visions of what 
it means to live. 

A year ago, the Zadists put out a 
call for a Day of Reoccupation to take 
place four weekends following the an- 
ticipated evictions. They asked people 
to come with hammers, planks and 
pitchforks, to reoccupy the land and 
build. Little did they realize that the 
evictions would have transformed La 
ZAD into a household name. The date 
has been set for the 17 of November.... 


‘[ Get the inside story of the next round 
of attempted eviction and the reoccupation 
effort on NEWSWIRE.EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG, 
or it may show up in the next EF! Journal. 
But we'll tell you this much now, as we go 
to print, La ZAD still stands! ] 


JJ is an artist-activist, co-founder of 
Reclaim the Streets and the Clown Army 
(now AWOL), and co-editor of We Are 
Everywhere: the irresistible rise of global 
anti-capitalism (Verso, 2003). 

He now works with the Laboratory 
of Insurrectionary Imagination, (www. 
LABOFI.NET) infamous for fermenting mass 
disobedience on bicycles during the 
Copenhagen Climate Summit, throwing 
snowballs at bankers and launching a 
rebel raft regatta to shut down a power 
station. Following the publishing of a film 
book Paths Through Utopias (Editions 
Zones, 2012) about European communes 
(only available in French/German/ 


Korean—although the film part is in 
English at xrte://vimz0.com/ 21689832), 
Labofii has moved to France to expand its 
experiments on a radical farm. 
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The ancient Greek root word, “eco” means 

“home” and an ecosystem is defined as the 

complex of relationships between living things. 

The ancient Greek word for “free” was elitheros. 

The root lither- became liber- in Latin. Therefore, 
eco-liberation is-the process of setting our home free. 


Biocentrism is a founding principle of Earth First!, broken down 
simply into four generally-accepted pillars: 1) Humans and all 
other species are members of Earth’s community. 2) All species} 
are part of a system of interdependence. 3) All living organisms * 
pursue their own “good” in their o ays. 4) Human beings 
are not inherently superior to other living things. 


Deep ecology is the body of theory or philosophy that emerged 
from biocentric thought, stating further that there is an 
inherent worth of all living beings and ecosystems regardless 
of their utility to human needs. This theory argues that the 

natural world is a subtle balance of complex inter-relationships 

in which the existence of organisms is dependent on the exist 
ence of others within ecosystems, and further, that human # 
interference with and destruction of the natural world poses 

a threat not only to humans but to all organisms constituting 
the natural order. 


Anti-oppression is a perspective for those seeking to recog- 
nize and deconstruct the systemic, institutional and personal 
forms of disempowerment u to leverage power over others. 
For example, anti-oppress practice within the realm of 
professional social worker viewed as an attempt to ac- 
knowledge oppression in societies, economies, and cultures, 
_ and to remove or negate the influence of that oppression in 
an attempt to establish services and policies that are lead 
by the people using them. Likewise, by examining the 
patterns of oppression in our movement we can begin 
to work towards equalizing power imbalances in our 
activist communities. We bring each other strength by 
recognizing the interconnectedness of our struggles while 
deepening our understanding of our own roles, power, and 
privilege in society. 


Solidarity is borne of the inability to tolerate the violent 

affront to our own integrity of passive or active collaboration 

in the oppression of other beings. It is not an act of humiliating, 
top-down charity but an act of unity between allies 


fighting on different terrains toward the same objectives. 


As sentient beings of the Earth, we are 
not mere observers of the processes 
of the natural world, but an 
integral piece of it. 


We are primates, we are mammals, we are animals. 


Other animals, plants, and forces of nature inform our 
consciousness of self, and our place, responsibility, and 
identity in relation to them. Within the imperial social 
construct of separation and supremacy to these beings, 
we can never truly know ourselves in relation to other 
living things, and thus, do not truly know ourselves 

at all. People have been robbed of their seeds, soil, 

and: stories by this system. 


Continued on page 60... 
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PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP 


RESISTING THE TRAN S 


BY DoMINIQUE AULISIO 


The massive trade deal that the Obama 
administration is currently negotiating, 
the Trans-Pacific Partnership agreement 
(TPP or TPPA), is perhaps one of their best 
kept secrets. The text itself is being nego- 
tiated in complete secrecy—not even Con- 
gress has access, though several hundred 
corporate advisors do. However, we do 
know about several provisions designed to 
wildly expand privileges for corporations 
because two of the TPP’s 29 chapters have 
been leaked to the public. The TPP touches 
everything from GMO labeling and envi- 
ronmental regulations to internet acces- 
sibility, availability of life-saving generic 
drugs and more. Current participants in- 
clude the US, Canada, Mexico, Australia, 
New Zealand, Chile, Peru, Malaysia, Viet- 
nam, Singapore and Brunei. Since the US 
already has free trade agreements with 6 of 
these countries, it is clear that the TPP is 
about expanding corporate control, rather 
than expanding trade. 

The scope of the TPP is reminiscent of 
that of the 2003 Free Trade Area of the 
Americas (FTAA) proposal and the 1999 
World Trade Organization deal. Accord- 
ing to Public Citizen’s Global Trade Watch, 
the US hopes the TPP will be the last trade 
agreement they ever have to negotiate. By 
the time negotiations are through, many 
more than the 11 countries currently in- 
volved may sign onto the deal, and it will 
be left open for any country to sign on in 
the future as long as they agree to sub- 
mit to all of its principles. There is a small 
but quickly growing grassroots movement 
in the US exposing the TPP with teach-ins, 
webinars, independent media coverage and 
loud theatrical actions at rounds of nego- 
tiations over the past year in Leesburg, VA, 
San Diego and Dallas. 

One of the most troubling aspects of the 
TPP is the “Investor-State” dispute resolu- 
tion system, in which multinational cor- 
porations will be able to sue sovereign na- 
tions in a private tribunal if they deem the 
government is interfering with their profits. 
The three judges will rotate between hear- 
ing cases and serving as attorneys for cor- 
porations. Under the similar tribunal cre- 
ated by NAFTA, the governments of Canada 
and Mexico have been forced to shell out 
$365 million to corporations for attempting 
to enforce their own legislation to protect 
human rights and the environment. 

In one example of many, the US com- 
pany, Metalclad, sued the Mexican govern- 
ment in 97 for $15.6 million when Mexico 
denied them a permit to build a toxic waste 
plant, based on their refusal to clean up 
toxic waste problems from an existing fa- 
cility. The NAFTA tribunal ruled in Metal- 
clad’s favor, and the taxpayers of Mexico 
paid up. A similar case is pending right 
now under the US-Peru free trade agree- 


ment (FTA) around the Renco smelter in 
La Oroya, which is deemed one of the ten 
most contaminated sites in the world. The 
Renco plant spews waste containing lead 
and arsenic, linked to multiples deaths 
and severe impacts to residents and the 
surrounding environment. There are cur- 
rently $13 billion in similar pending cases 
under NAFTA and the US-Peru FTA. 

_ The Investor-State tribunal trumps all 
domestic law and will undoubtedly have 
a “chilling effect” on the enforcement and 
enactment of new regulatory law. The 
TPP is one more tool for the destruction 
of ec systems by multinationals, leav- 
ing oil and chemical spills, clear cutting, 
mining and ever-increasing carbon emis- 
sions in their wake. 

Not only will multinationals deepen “glo- 
bal corporate governance” with their pup- 
pet ‘tribunal, they will win far-flung new 
privileges written into the TPP. The Sierra 
Club has highlighted that the TPP will re- 
move the oversight process for exportation 
of liquefied natural gas (LNG), which they 
expect will lead to an increase in fracking 
operations in the US. Elements of the Stop 
Online Piracy Act (SOPA), which was killed 
in Congress last year, have also been re- 
vived in the TPP, including provisions to re- 
quire policing of internet users, crack down 
on illegal downloads, and a ban of open 
source software like Linux. Big Pharma has 
included provisions to extend the life span 
of name-brand patents, delaying the release 
of generics and renegotiating pricing on 
government drug formularies, like Medicare 
and Medicaid. There are provisions to in- 
centivize further offshoring of jobs from the 
US, to ban “Buy American” and “Buy Local” 
procurement policies, and to deregulate 
food safety standards. The TPP will also fur- 
ther deregulate the financial services sector 
and could create bans on GMO labeling for 
participating countries. 

Last fall, Obama announced that he 
hopes to complete TPP negotiations by Oc- 
tober of 2013. Obama is requesting that 
Congress grant him use of the “Fast Track” 
provision to slide the bill through Congress 
once finalized. Fast Track, or Presidential 
Trade Authority, is an executive privilege 
created under the Nixon administration 
to remove Congress from the trade nego- 
tiation process by having them “rubber 
stamp” trade bills. Congress members will 
be required to hold an up-or-down vote on 
the bill within a time span of 90 days or 
less, with no opportunity to view the text 
of the TPP. All free trade agreements that 
have been introduced in Congress in the 
past decade have been passed, and Fast 
Track was used for the majority of them. 
On the legislative front, activists are focus- 
ing on recruiting Congressional Represent- 
atives to demand a release of the TPP text 
and to deny Obama permission to use Fast 
Track for this bill when he requests it. Be- 
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cause the TPP text is being kept secret unlike previous FTAs, and 
in light of the current political climate, stopping the TPP by killing 
Fast Track is a real possibility. 

On an international front, there is a push in the US to dem- 
onstrate solidarity with the people of other countries involved in 
the agreement and to influence negotiators to back away from an 
agreement that will be detrimental to many sectors of their econ- 
omy as well as their ecosystems. In several TPP countries, there 
is already organized resistance to the agreement. In New Zealand, 
where the most recent round of negotiations took place in Decem- 
ber, organizations have planned a series of educational events and 
protests. (Find out more: IrsOURFUTURE.ORG.NZ) 

In Malaysia, HIV/AIDS activists have organized strong resist- 
ance to the TPP surrounding access to life-saving medications, 
many of which will be completely inaccessible in their country if 
the TPP is implemented. In Japan, opposition to the TPP among 
civil society and their agricultural sector is strong, and they have 
made it clear that any candidate for Prime Minister who looks to 
join the TPP will not be elected. Meanwhile, Australia is resist- 
ing the Investor-State tribunal provision that will enable multina- 
tionals to sue countries, and has not submitted to this portion of 
the agreement. Despite signs that Investor-State provisions could 
backfire on the US (as it did in the WTO case on “country of ori- 
gin” labeling of beef that will go into effect this year), the Obama 
administration is the negotiating force that is pushing the most 
lurid, greed-driven provisions of the TPP. 

Speaking out about the TPP is a chance to rekindle a fierce anti- 
globalization, anti-imperialist movement. It is work that we must 
do if we are going to stop the TPP, and the alternative is grim. 
FTAs are one of the most important tools that corporations use 
to gain access to resources, to steal land and extract minerals, 
to push farmers off of their land and to replace ecosystems with 
monocrops and chemicals. FTAs allow multinationals to override 
the regulations of sovereign nations and to change the face of their 
cultures and especially their countrysides. They are designed to 
push down wages and create a global “race to the bottom” in terms 
of labor standards. And these agreements go hand in hand with 
militarization as the US and allies attempt to maintain control of 
their investments in other countries. i 

In part due to the lack of information, response from activists 
to the TPP has been very subdued compared to the mass protests 
that we saw during the Seattle WTO in ‘99 and Miami FTAA in ‘03. 
However, in the past decade, the US has ratified a slew of FTAs with 
little political consequences for those involved. What happened to 
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the energy that took the country by storm at the Battle in Seattle? 
Trade agreements brokered by the US are no less outrageous and 
one sided today than they were ten and fifteen years ago. 

Labor and human rights organizations did put forth a formida- 
ble effort to stop the passage of the US-Colombia FTA, which was 
passed last year. Their opposition was based not only on the threat 
that free trade itself poses to the urban and rural economies in Co- 
lombia and to US jobs, but on grounds of the frequent murders of 
union leaders in Colombia as a major human rights concern. How- 
ever, there was a marked absence of mass mobilizations in the US 
voicing solidarity with the people of Colombia and concern for the 
environment. The week that the trade agreement went into effect 
in July, 2012, people took to the streets organizing demonstrations 
and riots, facing a repressive police force that partners with para- 
militaries to systematically murder and disappear activists. When 
we stay silent, our counterparts in other countries bear the brunt of 
the policies pushed by the US as they fight for their land. 

US FTAs thus far have been designed to destroy the viability 
of small scale, subsistence farming, and the TPP is no exception. 
NAFTA notoriously displaced 2.5 million campesinos in Mexico who 
owned or worked on farms. Unable to compete with the flood of ar- 
tificially cheap agricultural products from the US due to outrageous 
subsidies, farmers were forced to leave the land and seek work in 
cities, in newly created NAFTA factories, or across the border in the 
US. Not coincidentally, many Mexican small farmers became part 
of the pool of cheap labor for the US agroindustry that displaced 
them from their land. In Mexico, agroindustry has busily reallo- 
cated rural lands to extensive monocrop projects sown with GMOs 
that endanger the preservation of native seeds. Monsanto and 
Cargill can’t profit from small family farms or collective farming, 
where community members produce nearly everything they need 
to live and are careful to preserve the health of their land as their 
source of life. While small farming and caring for the Mother Earth 
is at the heart of many cultures around the world, the US leads the 
globe in deliberately enacting trade policies that threaten the very 
cultural survival of millions. 

It is important to connect the projects we are already working 
on with the TPP and use this as an opportunity to join forces, 
build coalitions, and fight back on the bigger picture that corpo- 
rations have painted for us. We also need to challenge ourselves 
to build our movements holistically, using the lessons of the past 
to shape our demands and modes of fighting. For example, when 
we speak about the dangers of GMOs at home but remain silent 
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about the ways in which US agroindustry 
is changing the face of life itself around 
the globe, we are focusing on a single bat- 
tle and ignoring the global war that Mon- 
santo is waging. We also risk engaging in 
a comfortable, colonialist; US-style activ- 
ism, while others are fighting with their 
very lives to maintain ancestral traditions. 
If we are in this for the long haul, we have 
to turn neoliberal globalization on its 
head by strengthening our networks and 
globalizing solidarity. 

The Obama administration and corporate 
powers have handed us yet another “fight 
of our lifetime” with the Trans-Pacific Part- 
nership. Let’s get moving, because we are 
running out of time to shut down the TPP! 


Educational Events - Host an educational 
event in your community around the TPP. 
Contact Alisa Simmons at Public Citizen’s 
Global Trade Watch to schedule a webinar 
or presentation via Skype: 
asimmons@citizen.org. 


Legislative Pressure —- Ask your Senators 
and Congressional Representatives to 1) 
express your concerns about the secrecy 
of the TPP text and expanse of corporate 
privileges and 2) ask them to deny Presi- 
dent Obama’s request to use the Fast Track 
provision to ram the TPP through Congress 
without releasing the text. 


Resources on the TPP — TRADEWATCH.ORG 
and CITIZENSTRADE.ORG 


Corporate Advisors - A few of the corpo- 
rate advisors with access to the TPP text: 
AT&T, Cargill, Chevron, Ford, GE, GM, 
Hewlett-Packard, IBM, Verizon, Wal-Mart. 
See “The Insider’s List” on sojo.net for a link 
to the full spreadsheet. 


Be In Touch - For more resources and to 
join onto national conference calls on re- 
sistance to the TPP, contact Citizens Trade 
Campaign: INFO@CITIZENSTRADE.ORG. 


By Crow Qu’APPELLE 


As the winter snow descends on the 
North, creating a pristine canopy of 
green and white, resistance remains 
strong and active at the Unist’ot’en 
Camp. Here, 66 kms south from the 
colonial town of Houston, British Co- 
lumbia, a solid core of indigenous com- 
munity members and allies are form- 
ing a resistance community to protect 
unceded Wet’suwet’en territory. 

These ancestral lands are being 
threatened by several multi-billion 
dollar pipeline projects. These pro- 
posed pipelines represent the efforts of 
government and industry to con- 
struct a giant “energy corridor” to 
connect Tar Sands and shale gas 
extraction projects with ports in Kiti- 
mat and Prince Rupert on BC’s west 
coast. The aptly renamed Carbon 
Corridor intends to blaze a right-of- 
way as much as three kilometres wide 
through hundreds of kilometres of 
wilderness, farmland, and traditional 
indigenous territory. The Unist’ot’en 
and their allies have determined to 
never allow this to happen. 

A few years ago, the logging com- 
pany Canfor built the world’s largest 
sawmill at the forest service road en- 
trance that leads into Wet’suwet’en 
territory. Though the Unist’ot’en 
Camp is remote, far from any major 
city, this territory has not gone with- 
out abuse. Mining and logging have 


been institutions of the Northwest 
for many decades, and vast swaths 
of land have been devastated. Cut- 
blocks are almost omnipresent and 
the terminal logging sector is a re- 
flection of the ecological devastation 
that has gone along with it. South of 
Highway 16 the resource reservoir 
has been emptied, and there is noth- 
ing left to take out of the interior. In- 
dustrial extraction is increasingly 
looking to the North. 

In 2010, the Unist’ot’en clan decid- 
ed to clear a site and begin building a 
cabin on their traditional territory of 
Talbits Kwa. The cabin is located onthe 
west bank of Wedzin Kwa (colonially 
known as the Morice River), directly 
in the path of the proposed Enbridge 
Northern Gateway and Pacific Trails 
Pipelines. In the summer of 2012, 
construction on the cabin was com- 
pleted just in time for the Grassroots 
Wet’suwet’en to host their third an- 
nual environmental action camp. 

The camp convergence was attend- 
ed by over 150 supporters from across 
Turtle Island, and a crystallization of 
long term solidarity took place as the 
grassroots Wet’suwet’en called for 
a shift from passive support to the 
formation of a concrete, committed 
network of allies. 

During camp and the following 
months, many new structures were 


created, including additional out 
houses, a smokehouse, a sauna, 
a root cellar, and a major expan- 
sion of the main cabin itself. Then, 
to defend against the probability 
of industry attempting to re-enter 
the territory, many members of the 
Unist’ot’en and Likhts’amisyu clans 
made the important decision to per- 
manently occupy the camp following 
the August convergence. 


A permanent supporter at 
camp, reflects on the late sum- 
mer and fall berry-picking 
season, and on the ecological stew- 
ardship of the territory practiced by 
the Wet’suwet’en. “When I arrived 
at camp in early September, I was 
amazed by the vastness of the ber- 
ry patches. I°-had never seen such 
a wealth of berries in one place. 
Later I learned of practices that 
the Wet’suwet’en had to ensure the 
abundance of the land, practices that 
today are known as permaculture. 

...More and more I am becoming 
aware of the wisdom that allowed 
the Unist’ot’en to live in harmony 
with the land, in a way that did not 
degrade the land base and did not rely 
on exploitation. That way of life, as 
well as the land itself, is what the 
Unist’ot’en Camp is here to defend.” 
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THE GRASSROOTS 


WET'SUWET'EN 


The Wet’suwet’en are composed of 
five clans: Unist’ot’en, Likhts’amisyu, 
Gitimit’en, Lakh’silyu, and Tsayu. The 
Unist’ot’en (or C’ihlts’ehkhyu, Big Frog 
Clan) are the original Wet’suwet’en 
distinct to the lands of the Wet’suwet’en. 
Over time in Wet’suwet’en History, the 
other clans developed and were includ- 
ed throughout Wet’suwet’en territories. 
The Unis’tot’en were the strongest and 
most resilient clan as they dominated 
vast regions of Wet’suwet’en territory, 
and were know to adapt and thrive in 
very treacherous terrain. As coloniza- 
tion advanced into Wet’suwet’en lands, 
the Unist’ot’en were never defeated 
in battle and never ceded the sover- 
eignty of their territories. To this day, 
Wet’suwet’en territory remains un- 
ceded. They are not and never have 
been under treaty with the colonial 
government, and they maintain com- 
plete sovereignty over their lands 
which are not under the dominion of 
the Canadian state. 

In order to assert their traditional 
sovereignty over the territory, the 
Grassroots Wet’suwet’en have broken 
away from the Office of the Wet’suwet’en 
(OW), an institution that was created 
as part of the treaty process with the 
Canadian government. Despite the 
presumptuous title, however, the 
Office of the Wet’suwet’en is not the 
representative of the Wet’suwet’en 
people, it is an illegitimate colonial 
proxy-institution that remained after 
all five clans of the Wet’suwet’en opted 
out of the treaty process in 2008. 
Today the Office of the Wet’suwet’en 
remains as a hub for corrupt elected 
chiefs to sign up-front deals with in- 
dustry, which normally come with 
cash incentives. Most recently, OW 
has signed confidentiality and commu- 
nications agreements with PTP and are 
trying to reignite the defeated treaty 
process with the government. 

In the present day, the more tradi- 
tionalist and grassroots elements of the 
Wet’suwet’en have designated them- 
selves the Grassroots Wet’suwet’en 
to identify as separate from certain 
corrupted and co-opted segments of 
their nation. Asserting themselves as 


4 Earth First! Journal % Brigid 2013 


Grassroots Wet’suwet’en , they do not 
operate from a boardroom, they walk 
and breathe their laws with a powerful 
and unbreakable marriage to the land. 


THE PIPELINES 


Several companies have  pro- 
posed projects intending to cross 


Wet’suwet’en territory as part of. 


industry and government’s conceptual 
“Energy Corridor.” Three companies: 
Kinder Morgan, Pembina Pipelines, 
and Endbridge Inc., each propose 
dual pipelines to transport not only 
dirty bitumen, but also condensate 
as a diluent, along with a cocktail 
of heavy metals, hydrocarbons, and 
poisons from the extraction and slurry 
process to turn bitumen into flowing 
mock oil. Several shale gas pipe- 
lines are also proposed to run from 
Summit Lake and the Horn River 
Basin, fracking fields in northeastern 
BC’s Montney Shale Formation. The 
intended destinations of these pipe- 
lines are LNG processing terminals in 
Kitimat and Prince Rupert. 

The first and most immediate threat 
to Wet’suwet’en territory is the Pacific 
Trails Pipeline (PTP), which intends 
to transport shale gas through a 42” 
diameter bidirectional pipeline. PTP 
is the intended trailblazer of the pro- 
spective “energy corridor,” and plans 
dual pipelines to stretch 463km from 
BC’s fracking fields, all the way to the 
Douglas Channel on the west coast. 

Coastal GasLink is another prospec- 
tive shale gas pipeline—LNG terminal 
project proposal. The pipeline would 
initially carry 1.7 billion cubic feet of 
natural gas per day from the Montney 
formation over 700 kms from Ground- 
birch, near Dawson Creek, also to 
Kitimat, on the west coast. The project 
is owned by a consortium of Compa- 
nies called LNG Canada led by Shell 
Canada Limited, including Mitsubishi 
Corporation, KoreaGas (KOGAS), and 
Petrochina. TransCanada corporation 
is contracted by LNG Canada to build 
Coastal GasLink, the same company 
trying to force through the notorious 
Keystone XL Pipeline. P 

The LNG Canada project has been 
estimated to be in the $12 billion range, 
while the Coastal GasLink Pipeline is 
estimated at $4 billion, and according 


é 


to BC Energy Minister Rich Coleman, 
is slated as, “one of the largest, if not 
the largest, investments ever in BC.” 


‘The pipeline dimensions are projected 
_ at 48” (1.2 meters), six inches larger 


in diameter than PTP. In short, every- 
thing about this pipeline is big. 

But the Grassroots Wet’suwet’en 
have no intention of allowing any of the 
pipelines to happen. “The Unist’ot’en 
with Grassroots. Wet’suwet’en will stop 
all pipelines by any means necessary. 
In solidarity with nations also oppos- 
ing pipelines in their territories, we do 
not take any “Not In My Back Yard” 
approaches in our strong stance 
against poisoning waters for money 
and greed,” declares Freda Huson, 
spokesperson for the Unist’ot’en. “We 


stand beside communities in all direc- 


tions taking action to stop the pipe- 
lines that exist...or proposed pipeline 
projects awaiting approvals.” 


RESISTING THE 
CARBON CORRIDOR 


The Grassroots Wet’suwet’en have 
already acted twice to protect their 
territory from contractors working 
for the Pacific Trails Pipeline (PTP) 
project. In November of 2011, they 
confronted and escorted out PTP 
field workers attempting to carry out 
directional drilling. : 

Just over a year later, on Novem- 
ber 20th, a crew of surveyors was 
intercepted at the cabin site entering 
Unis’tot’en territory. In the absence 
of Freda Huson, Toghestiy, heredi- 
tary chief of the Likhts’ amisyu clan 
invoked biKyi’ waat’en, the right of 
the husband, in telling the industry 
surveyors to immediately leave the 
territory, and issued an eagle feather 
to the crew. In Wet’suwet’en law, an 
eagle feather indicates a first and only 
warning of trespass. 

' The surveyors in question were 
field workers of Can-Am Geomatics, a 
surveying, engineering and mapping 
company out of Fort St. John, BC. The 
workers who were intercepted on the 
bridge across the River Wedzin Kwa 
admitted to being contractors for 
Apache, the lead energy company in 
Kitimat LNG, the consortium in charge 
of the Pacific Trails Pipeline project 


(PTP). The crew asked permission to be 
allowed to return the following morn- 
ing to retrieve equipment they had left 
behind at the surveying site, which was 
granted by Toghestiy. However, they 
were also informed that they would be 
subject to a Free Prior and Informed 
Consent Protocol before re-entering 
Unis’tot’en territory, and given a stern 
warning that they, or any pipeline 
industry workers, were never to re-en- 
ter Wet’suwet’en territory afterwards. 

The surveyors in question returned 
the next morning and were engaged 
with the Free Prior and Informed Con- 
sent Protocol, but after deliberation 
from the Unist’ot’en camp group they 
were denied access to the territory. 

After the surveyors were turned 
back, a crew from Unis’tot’en camp 
snowmobiled some 20 kms to retrieve 
materials left behind by the work crew. 
The materials were successfully confis- 
cated and brought back to camp where 
they are being held until Apache and 
PTP agree to open up appropriate lines 
of communication with the Unis’tot’en 
according to the Free Prior and 
Informed Consent Protocol and laws of 
their sovereign unceded territories. 

As a result of the unsanctioned PTP 
work on Unist’ot’en yintah, an active 
blockade of the territory was started 
on November 20th to which Mother 
Earth has lent a helping hand. The 
last 22 kilometres leading up to camp 
are now snowed in and accessible 
only by snowmobile. : 

Following the eviction, a call was 
put out for a broad day of action. 
Allies mobilized from twenty cities 
across Canada and the U.S, stretch- 
ing coast to coast from St. John’s, 
NF to Victoria, BC, with international 
support from Trinidad, New York, 
California, and Texas. Letters were 
delivered to PTP consortium compa- 
nies Apache, EOG Resources, and En- 
cana, as well as major shareholders 
RBC and Jarislowsky Fraser Ltd. 
The letter asserts the sovereignty of 
Wet’suwet’en territory and clearly 


re-iterates their denial of consent to» 


the pipeline project, stating that “any 
further unauthorized incursion into 
traditional Wet’suwet’en territory will 
be considered an act of colonialism, 
and an act of aggression towards our 


COMMUNITY CORRIDOR 


BY JULIEN DELACROIX 
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The other day I was watching videos of 
the Tar Sands Blockade where environ- 
mentalists were resisting the path of the 
Keystone XL pipeline in Texas. In a recent 
series of direct actions activists there have 
deployed ingenious configurations of tree- 
houses, platforms, ropes and banners 
erected and organized in an almost ‘Ewok- 
style’ resistance. These remarkably well- 
organized actions have created enthusiasm 
and inspiration for many, and for me evoked 
reflection and brainstorming strategy. 

These eco warriors were able to delay 
for two days loggers clearing the right-of- 
way for the Keystone XL pipeline. After they 
were removed and arrests handed out, they 
returned further up the route and set up the 
tree resistance yet again to force industry 
and police to go through the same process 
of removal a few days later. This way the 
delays and the complications continue for 
industry, and so does the necessity to dis- 
pense time, money, and resources time and 
again to remove the disruptions. If these 
efforts continue and multiply themselves 
in frequency and into different areas, it 
gets more and more difficult for industry to 
operate. With environmentalists, and more 
prominently and importantly indigenous 
communities resisting on the frontlines, 
industry is forced to employ either private 
security contractors or to turn to the state 
in order to remove the activity disrupting 
business. This gradually begins to affect 
industry’s bottom-line, and as for the state, 
it is forced into the uncomfortable and 
politically precarious position of having to 
use repression against “citizens.” Eventu- 
ally the cumulative impacts of this resist- 
ance will begin to show results and become 
a deterrent to the further expansion of 
industrial infrastructure. 

For its part, the state is now bracing 
for increased opposition and resistance 
to industrial and extraction projects. 
The Canadian government’s new deal 
with China, the Canada-China version of 
FIPA (the Foreign Investment Protection 
Agreement) effectively guarantees China’s 
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investments. Those investments are in 
the form of natural resource extraction in 
the north, namely in Quebec and British 
Columbia, and in oil and gas flowing to 
the west coast via the would-be Northern 
Gateway and Pacific Trails Pipelines. 
China does not have direct investment 
in Northern Gateway and Pacific Trails, 
although much of that oil and gas will be 
going to Chinese markets. 

It is, however, invested in a consortium 
of companies called LNG Canada including 
Shell Canada, KoreaGas, Mitsubishi, and 
PetroChina for an LNG (Liquid Natural 
Gas) processing plant in Kitimat, BC, anda 
pipeline called the Coastal Gas Link project 
to be built by the now notorious Trans- 
Canada corporation, the same company 
contracted to build the KXL. : 

Through FIPA amongst other measures, 
the Canadian government is building jus- 
tification in the name of economic stability 
and the rule of law and setting the frame- 
work for the increased criminalization and 
repression of internal dissent. Under this 
new set of draconian circumstances the 
government guarantees itself the right, the 
privilege, and the obligation to suppress 
environmental and native resistance to 
extraction projects and industrial infra- 
structure. The Canadian state is further 
institutionalizing the rights of profit- 
making and corporations over the rights 


of people and the environment. 


The increased militarization of the state 
worldwide, therefore, is not a measure of 
security against outside threats, but rather 
a very deliberate act to exert force and 
control within its own borders. 

In November 2011, president Obama 
denied an application for the 1,700 mile 
long Keystone XL Pipeline that would 
bring Tar Sands oil from Alberta, to Texas 
refineries on the Gulf Coast. Celebrating a 
perceived victory which is actually closer 
to a setback is not a good idea....Those 
from the NGO community overreacting to 
the KXL postponement as a victory, misin- 
terpreting the situation, are actually doing 
the climate justice movement a consider- 
(continued on page 39) 
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sovereignty.” EOG (Enron) and Encana 
recently sold their stakes in the PTP 
project to Chevron. 

Then, on December 6th, PTP under 
the cover of FNLP (First Nations Limited 
Partnership) held a town-hall meeting 
informational session at the Moric- 
etown Band Office in an attempt to 
entice the community with the promise 
of economic benefits. The grassroots 
Wet’suwet’en quickly mobilized and 
stormed the meeting with banners, 
drums, and a traditional war dance. 
Towards the end of the meeting, Doris, 
an Unist’ot’en elder, speaking decisive 
words declared, “the Unist’ot’en have 
never lost any wars, and we won’t lose 
this one either!!” Facing overwhelm- 
ing opposition and pressure from 
hereditary chiefs and clan members, 
the meeting was cut short and the FNLP 
reps fled without addressing the media. 


DEVELOPING A 
GRASSROOTS NETWORK 


The support from allies across the 
country during the November 27th day 
of action, Raising Resistance, proved 
that grassroots networks working 
together can equal or surpass the 
efforts of large NGO coalitions. Having 
money but often lacking base support, 
the NGO model has shown itself capable 
of mobilizing, and often wasting, large 
amounts of resources towards sensa- 
tionalist one-off actions, and incapable, 
or uninterested, of developing mean- 
ingful relationships with communities. 
That is why the Unist’ot’en and Grass- 
roots Wet’suwet’en in 2011 made 
the decision to turn from unhealthy, 
non-reciprocal NGO partnerships, 
and to go the grassroots direction 
instead looking to long-term sustained 
relationships for the future. In this 
context of looking to genuine, long- 
term community building, collectiv- 
ist and mutual aid principles brought 
forward by Anarchist allies at camp 
have meshed well with communal 
indigenous practices. 

Now is a crucial time to develop 
that spontaneous outpouring of grass- 
roots support into a sustained solidar- 
ity network. Straight up, community 
awareness creates increased security 
for the camp. The more people that 
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know about us and actively show 
support, the harder it is for govern- 
ment and industry to move against us. 

Unist’ot’en Camp has everything to 
do with the river. The Unist’ot’en are 
the people of the headwaters, and they 
have been caring for their territory 
since long before Norse explorers set 
foot on the Eastern shores of Turtle Is- 
land. Unlike the histories of many oth- 
er indigenous peoples, the Unist’ot’en 
have no stories telling of a migration 
to their homeland. The air is alive with 
the spirits of the ancestors here. The 
voice of the river or the visceral ambi- 
ence of a clearing in the forest reminds 
us of the people who came before, and 
whose spirits dwell here still. 

The past and the future connect in 
the territory in a very important way. 
Hereditary chief Toghestiy explains 
how, “the Grassroots peoples have a 
great potential to reverse impacts of 
colonization and eradicate the result- 
ant social and spiritual poverty by con- 
tinuing to show the next generations to 
walk with their laws. The Grassroots 
peoples of the Wet’suwet’en are heal- 
ers, warriors, elders, hunters, fisher- 
people, knowledge keepers, and are 
culturally driven.” 

The camp and growing community at 
Talbits Kwa is an effort to get back to the 
land, and to reassert traditional prac- 
tices. One of those practices is the Free 
Prior and Informed Consent Protocol 
where all visitors upon arrival wishing 
to enter the territory, must introduce 
themselves and answer questions be- 
fore being granted permission to enter. 
This is a living assertion of traditional 
Wet’suwet’en law asserted via proto- 
cols such as this one for thousands 
of years. The Wet’suwet’en also had to 
present themselves as such when trav- 
elling to neighbouring peoples’ lands 
to conduct trade, build and maintain 
relationships, assist allies in battle, 
and attend feasts and ceremonies. 

In the contemporary context, the Free 
Prior and Informed Consent protocol is 
part of an ongoing process of decoloni- 
zation and harmonization. It serves as 
a re-actualization of natural law and 
a manifestation of mutual freedom 
and respect in moving across land and 
territories without state borders. 

It also presents an opportunity to 


implement a new emancipatory stand- 
ard of autonomy within first nations 
territories, re-establishing spaces free 
of the existence of the state. One of the 
greatest necessities in addressing the 
global ecological crisis is the impera- 
tive to localize our economies, and this 
also requires us to localize our com- 
munities. As such, this new eman- 
cipatory process that the grassroots 
Wet’suwet’en have adopted offers an 
opportunity not only for political and 
cultural decolonization, but for the 
creation of healthy, local, and sustain- 
able communities. The collective as- 
pect of their strategy is that they are 
not claiming ownership over the grass- 
roots FPIC protocol, but actively en- 
couraging other clans, nations, territo- 
ries, and communities to do so as well. 

Likhts’amisyu Chief Toghestiy speaks 
of harmonization as moving beyond 
decolonization. Having shed the social 
and cultural damage of the past, har- 
monization speaks to creating a natural 
balance between human and the wild, 
and to understanding and coming into 
harmony with the interconnectivity of 
everything in the ecosystem. In other 
words, harmonization is the pursuit of 
an eco-spiritual balance. 

Starhawk speaks of “embodying 
the alternative” and Eduardo Galeano 
writes about looking for the answers 
to the future in the traditions of the 
past. That is what we are doing here. 
We are not just fighting to overcome 
the affliction of industrial consumer- 
ism, but for a way of life that is an- 
cient and perfect. What is now unfold- 
ing on the west bank of Wedzin Kwah 
is not simply resistance to a pipeline 
and the defense of a territory, but the 
building and rebuilding of a radical al- 
ternative and traditional living. That is 
why such a strong emphasis at camp 
has been placed on community build- 
ing and empowerment, so that organ- 
izing and resistance can be integrated 
into the spaces of everyday life. This is 
pre-figurative organizing, confronting 
an injustice by counteracting it with 
an alternative. 

The resistance community, there- 
fore, is the illustration that building 
and creating is the most comprehen- 
sive form of resistance, that there is 
no separation between life, and the 


defense of life. 

It is time to start creating communi- 
ties that are both able to sustain them- 
selves on their own terms, and able 
to maintain their autonomy from the 
ever-present threats of industry and 
state. Clearly it is a tall order to start 
a community from the ground up, and 
for that reason we encourage the forg- 
ing of strong alliances with communi- 
ties already on the ground and new 
ones to come. 

The Unist’ot’en Camp anticipates 
total victory in its fight against the 
carbon corridor and the hope is that 
the success of this community can 
serve as an inspiration and as a dem- 
onstration of the possibilities born of 
strategic occupation. We expect victory 
to come with sacrifice and this success 
to come with our ability to mobilize and 
build relationships with the people, 
groups, and communities around us. 

Let us unite and harmonize by 
always putting the earth first! 


The donate page on the Unist’ot’en 
Camp website is: uttp:/ / UNISTOTEN- 
CAMP.WORDPRESS.COM / DONATE-TO-CAMP 


The best way to join with the 
growing solidarity network of the 
Unist’ot’en is like them on Facebook: 
HTTP: / / WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/ UNISTOTEN 


...or subscribe to the listserv by 
sending an email to: UNISTOTENCAMP- 
SUBSCRIBE@LISTS.RISEUP.NET ...and follow 
their blog: uNISTOTENCAMP.WORDPRESS.COM 


...new website: UNISTOTENCAMP.COM 


[Updates from EF!J: Shortly after this 
article was written, upon going to print, 
Chevron has become the new corporate 
face of the Pacific Trail Pipeline project, 
having recently become 50/50 partners 
with Apache. The Unist’ot’en called for 
solidarity actions on March 30, 2013.] 


COMMUNITY CORRIDOR (continued from page 37) 


able disservice. Now, with the clearing of 
the right-of-way for the pipeline moving 
full steam ahead, the so-called “Keystone 
XL victory” is, quite predictably, rearing its 
ugly head. 

It is clear that industry is using loop- 
holes and sheer insolence to force through 
industrial projects even though it still 
does not have full approvals. This is an 
indication that industry is trying to ram 
through the final phase of industrial capi- 
talism and the destruction of the earth, 
with or without the state’s approval. What 
remains of the life systems of this planet, 
the ecological world, is now ground zero 
for the unchecked expansion of industrial 
infrastructure. 

It is under.this context that Damien 
Gillis and the team for the documentary 
film, Fractured Land recently named the 
threatening advances of industry in north- 
ern BC, and other provinces, as “Canada’s 
Carbon Corridor.” 

I will add to that Canada’s Colonial 
Carbon Corridor because environmental 
racism and the exploitation of indigenous 
peoples has always been a central feature 
of the Canadian state’s application of the 
industrial capitalist economy. What is 
meant by ‘Carbon Corridor’ is the ex- 
panded and systematic industrialization 
and exploitation of the Canadian North; 
the integrated impacts of industry from all 
of mining, oil and gas, fracking, logging, 
hydro-electric damming, new highways, 
etc. A major component of capitalism’s 
plan moving forward is the transformation 
of entire zones into industrially-facilitated 
natural resource reservoirs. 

The Pacific Trails Pipeline (PTP) is the 
intended trailblazer of a prospective ‘en- 
ergy corridor’ that would see multiple 
dual pipelines stretch 463km from frack- 
ing fields in eastern and northeastern BC, 
all the way to the Douglas Channel on 
the west coast. Like the Coastal Gas Link 
project the Pacific Trails pipeline would 
carry shale gas and would also target LNG 
processing terminals in Kitimat and tank- 
ers bound for Asian markets. PTP could 
be as much as three kilometres wide and 
threatens ecological damage along a trail 
of wetlands, streams, forests, native com- 
munities and farmland along the way. 

As such, the grassroots Wet’suwet’en 
have committed that no pipelines will 
cross through their territory. A strong 
emphasis at camp has been placed on 
community building and empowerment so 
that organizing and resistance can be inte- 
grated into the spaces of everyday life. This 
is pre-figurative organizing that confronts 
an injustice by counteracting it with a 
direct alternative. The resistance commu- 


nity, therefore, is the illustration that build- 
ing and creating is the most comprehensive 
form of resistance, that there is no separa- 
tion between life, and the defense of life. 

The extraction and industrial develop- 
ment boom in the north is really a strategic 
plan of components where inter-industry 
cooperation sees a combined effort, for 
example, that would see LNG flowing via 
westbound pipelines and _ condensate 
flowing back east as a petro-chemical 
dilutant for tar sands bitumen, hydro 
dams providing energy for mining and oil 
and gas extraction, highways being built 
for all of industry, etc. That is why all 
these struggles and resistance fronts can- 
not be understood separate of each other, 
and why the collective response must leave 
no community behind along the pipeline 
routes and the path of industry. These 
resistance communities can be effective 
by operating through a well-coordinated 
and well-organized network. This network 
should link anarchists, permaculturalists, 
native and farming communities alike on 
a basis of trade, collective support, and 
mutual aid. Set up these established and 
organized communities who are all working 
together in mutual defense, and have the 
state and industry face the same time- . 
and-resource-consuming challenges every 
few kilometres, over and over again. 

Community is attrition against the 
privatization and enclosure of territories. 

Where industry says it will build energy 
corridors we will build community cor- 
ridors in its place. The movement must 
move from isolated blockades and direct 
actions, as bold as they may be, to actively 
building radical alternative communi- 
ties, resistance communities, directly in 
the path of extraction and industrial in- 
frastructure. Environmentalists, with in- 
digenous communities in the lead, must 
collaborate to establish fully permanent 
communities, self-sustaining and autono- 
mous from the industrial system in order 
to be genuinely effective in resisting it. 

Where the Northern Gateway pipeline 
seeks to pass, where the Kinder Morgan, 
the Coastal Gas Link, the Pacific Trails, the 
KXL and all other pipelines seek to cross, 
the movement must build community 
corridors in their paths. The resistance 
spokes cannot be simply passive and 
sparse direct action blockades, but rather 
fully intentional and deliberate permanent 
communities everywhere. 

Let us saturate the pipeline routes with 
radical community all along the corridor, 
at every kilometer, at every turn, Stop the 
industrial veins and the black blood of the 
capitalist economy will not flow. 
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ADAPTED FROM A REPORT BY THE SOUTHERN PoverRTY Law CENTER (SPLC) 


Anti-immigrant activists (or “nativists”) have long been working to enlist 
environmentalists as allies since the late 1960s in the US. This is partly due to 
the fact that many leaders of the contemporary anti-immigration movement 
first came to immigration issues from their interest in environmentalism 
and, more precisely, the effect of swelling population on the environment. 
Leading nativists, many of whom are bigots, have sought to shield themselves 
from charges of racism by finding allies in the ecology movement who are 
also immigration restrictionists—a form of right-wing greenwashing. 

The primary example is John Tanton, who largely founded the modern 
nativist movement. Starting out as a Sierra Club (SC) activist in the 60s, 
Tanton grew concerned about the US population and became head of SC’s 
Population Committee. Tanton came to see immigration and burgeoning 
population as the root cause of environmental degradation—at the same time 
he began to characterize non-white immigrants as having a degenerative 
effect on American society. What follows are excerpts from a timeline by 
the Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC), with additional comments from 
Earth First! Journal editors, summarizing the efforts of Tanton and others 
to convert “progressive” environmentalists to their cause, despite the white 
nationalism that is a core of the worldview which many of them share. 


obes and Environmentalists: A ‘Timeline 


The full timeline can be found by searching the website: sPLCENTER.ORG 


eiet-m@Garrett Hardin’s famous Malthusian 
essay, “The Tragedy of the Commons’ is pub- 
lished. Hardin, a believer in eugenics (the 
“science” of selective breeding aimed at pro- 
ducing better humans), is backed by grants 
from the Pioneer Fund (PF), a racist group 
which supports studies linking race and in- 
telligence. The essay concludes, “Freedom to 
breed will bring ruin to all.” 


Michigan environmentalist John 
Tanton attends the First National Congress on 
Optimum Population and the Environment in 
Chicago, where he meets population-control 
activists including Hardin and Paul Ehrlich 
(author of The Population Bomb). 


1y@§ Tanton becomes chairman of the SC’s 
National Population Committee, where he 
will serve until 1975. Tanton is also active in 
other environmental groups in Petoskey, MI., 
his hometown. 


Tanton joins Zero Population Growth 
(ZPG). In ‘75, he will become ZPG president. 


byes Population-Environment Balance (PEB), 
initially named The Environmental Fund, 
pushes for a moratorium on immigration. 


Pe ya@@ Tanton quits ZPG after the group moves 
away from treating immigration as a major 
cause of population growth. 


eye Tanton founds the Federation for Ameri- 
can Immigration Reform (FAIR) with the help of 
other former ZPG members angered by ZPG’s 
lack of interest in immigration restriction. 


pyEa Tanton holds the first of a series of 
private, policy retreats, calling them WITANS 
meetings after the Witenagemot councils con- 
vened by 15th-century English kings to dis- 
cuss affairs of state. Participants include lead- 
ers from FAIR and other groups tied to Tanton, 
who chooses the sessions’ topics and supplies 


background reading material. 
Ge Earth First! Journal x Brigid 2013 


ees 


Californians for Population Stabiliza- 

tion (CAPS) is founded by former members 
of ZPG. Unlike ZPG, CAPS blames high im- 
migration levels for ravaging California’s en- 
vironment. On its board are Otis Graham, a 
close Tanton friend, and UCLA astronomy 
professor Ben Zuckerman. In later years, 
CAPS will accept funding from the PF. 


Tanton distributes a set of private 
documents, later known as the “WITAN memos,” 
to colleagues. In them, he suggests a campaign 
to convince the SC and other environmental 
groups to see immigration as a threat. 


awe ett-e = ~Tanton’s WITAN memos are 


leaked in the midst of a battle over a law that 
would mandate that all government docu- 
ments in Arizona be written in English. At 
the time, Tanton is head of US English (USE), 
which is backing the proposal. The memos 
warn of a coming “Latin onslaught” and fret 
that high Latino birth rates will lead “the 
present majority to hand over its political 
; power to a group that is simply more fertile.” 


2 tifempis:ie The SC issues its strongest 


immigration-restriction policy statement to 
date, saying, “Immigration to the United States 
should be no greater than that which will per- 
mit achievement of population stabilization in 
the United States.” 


WN te)> Bb KR The SC’s Population Commit- 


tee proposes a policy to the club’s board that 
states, “net immigration to the United States 
and Canada (immigration minus emigration) 
should be reduced so that their levels are 
consistent with the US and Canadian popu- 
lation policies.” SC’s Ethnic and Cultural Di- 
versity Task Force denounces the proposal, 
saying: “[T]he policy is ill-conceived, insensi- 
tive and racist and will greatly damage the 
Club’s ability to become a more diverse and 
inclusive organization.” 


FAIR supports California’s Prop 
187, which would deny children of undocu- 
mented workers the ability to attend school, 
among other things. FAIR official Rick Oltman 
chairs the Yes on 187 Campaign. 


| DEC 1994 Fea Many Americans: Population, 
Immigration and the Environment is co-pub- 
lished by Sierra Club Books and the Center 
for Immigration Studies (CIS), a nativist think 
tank conceived by Tanton, initially a part of 
FAIR. The book is by Leon Bouvier of CIS and 
NumbersUSA (NUSA, another Tanton-con- 
nected group) and Lindsey Grant. It advocates 
aggressive deportation and other measures to 
prevent undocumented immigration. Some 15 
years later, Grant will be on the masthead of 
Tanton’s The Social Contract, a journal that 
has published racially charged articles on 
such topics as “Europhobia.” 


333: eT ~The SC board abandons its re- 
strictionist policy, opting to “take no position 
on immigration levels or on policies govern- 
ing immigration into the United States.” The 
board refuses a straight up-or-down vote on 
the resolution, instead adding to that year’s 
internal SC ballot a proposal affirming the 
statement and calling for action against the 
“root causes of global population problems.” 
That decision spawns a countermovement by 
SC members who propose a resolution that 
calls for a “reduction in net immigration.” 


| LATE FEB 1996 [Seeenes for US Population 


Stabilization (SUSPS) is formed by CAPS board 
member Zuckerman and FAIR board member 
Alan Kuper in order to lobby the SC to oppose 
immigration. 


Carrying Capacity Network 


(CCN) and Americans for Immigration 
Control (AIC) sponsor two conferences that 
bring together environmentalists and anti- 
immigration activists. 


| AUG 1997 ees of 40 smaller enviro orgs, in- 
cluding an Earth First! (EF!) group from Los An- 
geles, gather in CO, along with openly bigoted 
groups like the California Coalition for Immigra- 
tion Reform (CCIR) and Voice of Citizens Together 
(both later listed as hate groups by SPLC). The 
groups form the Alliance for Stabilizing Ameri- 
ca’s Population (ASAP!) The event, organized by 
PEB, features speeches by former Sen. Gaylord 
Nelson, University of Colorado professor Albert 
Bartlett, and syndicated columnist Georgie Anne 
Geyer, all close Tanton friends. ASAP! alleges the 
14th Amendment does not guarantee citizenship 
to children born to undocumented workers. 


Tanton and SC board member 
Dave Foreman (a co-founder of EF!) introduce 
SC anti-immigration policy for a direct vote by 
the entire membership. 


FEREE nusa releases a video, Immigration by 
the Numbers: An Environmental Choice, narrat- 
ed by Monique Miller of Wild Earth (the group 
Foreman founded after leaving EF). 


The SC’s 550,000 members re- 
ceive ballots asking them if they support 
“Alternative A,” requiring the SC to advocate 
ending population growth, in part by restrict- 
ing immigration, or “Alternative B,” which re- 
affirms the SC’s 1996 policy of neutrality on 
immigration. Alternative A is supported by 
Kuper, Foreman, Nelson, Paul Erhlich, Sea 
Shepherd Captain Paul Watson, Rainforest 
Action Network co-founder Randy Hayes and 
Worldwatch Institute leader Lester Brown. 


iN 2:1ifeetm After a heated campaign, SC 


announces 60%-40% vote against changing 
the neutral stance on immigration. Nearly 
30,000 people vote for the anti-immigration 
position (13% of SC members). Weeden 
Foundation, a long time funder of FAIR, puts 
$90,000 into mailings about the SC vote. 


Eee) SUSPS-backed SC board candi- 
dates Kuper and Watson are defeated. In pro- 
test, David Brower resigns from the board, 
saying, “Overpopulation is perhaps the big- 
gest problem facing us, and immigration is 
part of that problem.” 


| APRIL 2002 DXi dropping his earlier ballot 
statement opposing immigration, Zuckerman 
finally wins election to the SC board on a 
platform of making the SC more visible on 
college campuses and finding more money 
for conservation. 


7N2:1tnmvieekM@ SUSPS-endorsed candidates 


Watson and Doug LaFollette, Wisconsin’s sec- 
retary of state, are elected to the SC board, 
where they form the beginning of an anti-im- 
migration voting bloc with Zuckerman. 


4 aueiuiKm Nativist groups start alerting 
backers about the upcoming SC elections. 


Tanton’s The Social Contract urges support- 
ers to join the SC in time to vote. The National 
Immigration Alert List urges followers to vote 
for directors “who are concerned about the 
environmental consequences of our immigra- 
tion-driven US population growth.” 


\(e\g@ieekme Watson openly boasts about 


an attempt to take over the club at the SC’s 
annual meeting in San Francisco. Earlier, 
he publicly said that the “heartening thing” 
was that only 8% of SC members had voted 
in the prior election, meaning that a small 
number of new members could sway the en- 
tire group’s agenda. 


LATE 2003 Severing their longstanding 


ties with Tanton, Paul and Anne Ehrlich quit 
the FAIR board. Their ZPG, having already 
become a relative moderate on the nativist 
scene, renames itself the Population Connec- 
tion and embraces the idea that ending pov- 
erty—not deporting immigrants—is the key to 
reducing population. 


BER Zuckerman sends fellow SC board 
members an article from the virulently anti- 
immigrant VDARE.com website that claims 
Latinos are spreading disease and crime in 
the US, and that “Hispandering politicians” 
are allowing this to happen. During the same 
month, Barbara Coe encourages members of 
CCIR, listed by the SPLC as a hate group, to 
join the SC. 


SC spokeswoman says about 20 
racist groups and websites have urged follow- 
ers to join in order to vote for the nativists. 
They include VDARE.com, the neo-Nazi website 
OverTHROW.coM, and the National Coalition of 
White Writers. 


WONS8:@400-@ In an interview Lamm tells © 


The Denver Post: “One of the most important 
questions facing Americans is, how do they 
preserve their culture with this onslaught of 
new people and new cultures diluting what 
we are and who we are?” 


WYP Niele Wayne Lutton—a member 


of several white nationalist hate groups, a long- 
time Tanton employee and editor of The Social 
Contract—is cited in a newspaper article claim- 
ing to be a “right-wing green.” Lutton has also 
been published in a Holocaust denial journal. 


The Sprawl City website goes up, focus- 
ing on “how uncontrolled immigration levels 
threaten America’s environmental stability.” 
In particular, immigrants are blamed for creat- 
ing sprawl. Registered to NUSA, the site says it 
relies on research by Beck and Kolankiewicz. 


The ATB website is inaugurated. Don 
Weeden, brother of Alan Weeden and another 
principal of foundation that bankrolls both ma- 
jor nativist groups and environmental organi- 
zations, tells a CIS panel that ATB will take on 
the population consequences of immigration 
to the US environment. ATB “leaders” include 
Colorado State University professor Philip Ca- 
faro, Lester Brown of Worldwatch Institute [and 
several former EFlers.] 


Over a million dollars worth of 
full-page ads appear in The New York Times, 
The Nation, Harper’s Magazine and other pub- 
lications seen as liberal, signed by a new group 
calling itself America’s Leadership Team for 
Long Range Population-Immigration-Resource 
Planning (ALT). The group is a coalition of five 
existing organizations—CAPS, NUSA, FAIR, 
TSC and AICF (all five have received funding 
from Tanton, the last three are listed as hate 

‘groups by SPLC). “We're the nation’s leading 
experts on population and immigration trends 
and growth,” boasts one of the ads. 


Marking a major new nativist ef- 
fort to reach environmentalists, Progressives 
for Immigration Reform (PFIR) is founded with 
a board staffed by people with long histories in 
Tanton’s organizations. PFIR Executive Direc- 
tor Leah Durant is a lawyer who earlier worked 
for FAIR’s legal arm, the Immigration Reform 
Law Institute (IRLI). 


PN 2:4)MeAtee In a visit to the Washington, DC 
offices of PFIR, Rep. Heath Shuler of N. Caro- 


_ lina declares -his plans to introduce legisla- 


tion increasing border security and requiring 
verification of employees’ legal status. PFIR’s 
Durant tells a reporter: “[T]here is a natural 
marriage here between immigration reform 
and environmental preservation.” 


Lehi <ereleem The Social Contract features 
Durant on its cover and runs a six-page arti- 
cle on PFIR written by Peter Gemma, a long- 
time official of the Council of Conservative 
Citizens (CCC), a hate group that opposes 
racial intermarriage and has described black 
people as “a retrograde species of humanity.” 


Eien CIS publishes “The Environ- 


mental Argument for Reducing Immigration 
to the United States,” blaming immigrants for 
sprawl, water shortages and other environ- 
mental ills. It is written by Winthrop Staples 
and ATB’s Cafaro, who has also joined PFIR’s 
board of advisors. 


Bitpp@mesiem FAIR releases a_ report, 


“Immigration, Energy and the Environ- 
ment,” that blames immigrants for the rise 
in greenhouses gases. 


Mitsjow-teptem FAIR issues an update of their 


report, “The Environmentalist’s Guide to a 
Sensible Immigration Policy,” claiming that 
the “principal cause” of urban sprawl is 
“immigration-related population growth.” 


[Nope. Not greed and land speculation. | 


Miu jomteekem Durant puts up her first blog 
post on Huffingtonpost.com. Saying PFIR in- 
tends to post twice weekly on the site, but 
access is revoked, prompting an adamant, 
almost immediate response in defense of 
PFIR from VDARE.com... 


The story continues. Over the last three years, an immigrant solidarity group, 
Center for a New Community, has documented the efforts of Tanton’s network. 
Their research can be found at imaGINE2050.NEWCOMM.ORG. 

On a side note, Journal readers who recall the article “Extreme Confusion” 
by Josh in EF!J, Lughnasadh 2007 may see some irony here, since the SPLC, 
as well as the Anti-Defamation League (ADL), has a history of also labeling eco- 
radicals among their lists of hundreds of mostly fascist “extremists,” including 
Earth First!, ELF, and various animal rights groups. 

A recent example of ADL’s labeling of ecological direct action groups (includ- 
ing yours truly, the Earth First! Journal) can be seen here: utp: / / WwW.ADL.ORG/ 
ASSETS / PDF / COMBATING-HATE / EXTREMISMFLORIDAINSIDE. ppF 

The other side of this irony is that actual eco-fascists do occasionally try 
to find a voice in the Earth First! movement. For example, we caught a re- 
cent shady comment about race on the EF! Newswire written by “Stormy” from 
“nordic666@live.com” (presumably as in Stormfront and NordWave, two white 
supremacy organizations). We chose to re-print parts of this timeline because 
we feel that understanding this history is a step towards a stronger, broader 


eco-resistance movement. 
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If The Hunger Games Can't 
Ienite An Eco-Rhebellion... 


Review of The Hunger Games trilogy, published by Scholastic, 2008-2010 


“I no longer feel any allegiance to these monsters called human beings, [I] despise being 
one myself... Because something is significantly wrong with a creature that sacrifices 

its children’s lives to settle its differences... The truth is, it benefits no 
one to live in a world where these things happen.” —Katniss Everdeen 


BY PANAGIOTI, CO-EDITOR OF 
Eartu First! JOURNAL 


Hands down, The Hunger Games is 
pop culture’s best contribution yet to 
the growing eco-rebellion. Forget Avatar, 
Rise of the Planet of the Apes, even 
Harry Potter (although those “Wake 
Up Muggles” stickers all over Seattle 
during the WTO riots did leave quite 
an impression on me). Lord of the 
Rings may have met its match. 

This dystopic young adult tale of 
resistance has already been trans- 
lated into over 26 languagés, with 
more than 36.5 million copies of 
the trilogy in print. The film adap- 
tation of book one was released last 
year and also became a hit sensa- 
tion, even giving the Twilight films 
some competition for the attention 
of teens worldwide. 

If I were among the elite beneficiar- 
ies of the techno-industrial empire, 
I would have banned these books. 
Or perhaps in a liberal and tolerant 
consumer culture like ours, the al- 
ternative to book banning is diluting 
something so powerful with com- 
mercial popularity. I realize some of 
you are preparing to put a hit out on 
me at this point (or trying to cast a 
spell on me, for the Potter nerds out 
there). But hear me out. People’s av- 
erage attention spans have gotten so 
much shorter. No, wait, that’s a vast 
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understatement. Most modernized 
people will barely pay attention to 
anything longer than a twitter post. 
We can’t write them off for that. We 
need them to rebel with us. And we 
need them to do it soon. 

If The Hunger Games can’t ignite 
an all-out uprising, I don’t know 
what will. I can’t really give the de- 
tails of my analysis without blow- 
ing the story, so you'll have to get 
with me one-on-one for that, pref- 
erably after you finish reading it. 

Suzanne Collins’ Hunger Games 
series, and even Gary Ross’ film ad- 
aptation, is creating a common lan- 
guage and context for rebellion, one 
not too far into fantasyland. That’s 
reason number one you should read 
the book, and hell, go sneak into the 
movies. 

No, anew pop culture phenomenon 
is not the ultimate catalyst to funda- 
mental changes in our society. But it 
can undoubtedly play a part. Ina way, 
the plot in Hunger Games is a parody 
of itself. It is a recognition of both the 
devastating effects of mass media, 
and the massive impact of being able 
to tell a story that people far and wide 
can relate to and draw courage from. 

Look beyond pop culture, at some- 
thing like, say, Derrick Jensen’s two- 
part Endgame books. Jensen’s books 
are powerful, and I would argue they 
are written on a similar ideological 
wave. However, they were written 
for people with more time on their 
hands than so many are willing to 
give up. Whereas, Hunger Games was 
written to capture the attention of a 
pre-teen, and in doing so, succeed- 
ed in crossing the generation gap. 

The story is set in a near future 
North America, following a rise in 
sea levels and a depopulation of the 
continent through war and, presum- 
ably, other ecological and economic 


factors. The backdrop is a familiar 


scene; a concentrated one-percent- 
type elite population in the new coun- 
try’s capitol exploiting the surround- 
ing 12 districts as resource colonies. 
Everything is obviously simplified for 
the story’s sake, but also perhaps fit- 
ting for the future society presented, 
where stripping away the facade of a 
middle class leaves the true playing 
field much more evident. 

Two of the main protagonists are 
young outlaws who break local law 
by hunting and gathering in the wild 
lands outside their district, with one 
of them ending up a “tribute” forced 
into a televised death game. 


The spirit of youth 

As we all know—but may not con- 
sciously realize—there can be im- 
mense power in a métaphor. It doesn’t 
have to be a particularly deep or com- 
plex one to affect us in a profound 
way. In this case it’s the forcing of 
youth into brutal gladiator games as 
a tool of social control. 

It reminds me of something that 
Surrealist and Earth First!er, Franklin 
Rosemont, wrote, which just happens 
to be up on the wall in the bathroom 
at the Earth First! Journal office: “Civi- 
lization is founded on the murder of 
children because it is childhood... that 
comes closest to true life.” It was read- 
ing that quote which inspired the pri- 
Tampa, FL, Aug 2012, 
RNC, TECO Coal plant 


mary point of this review, which is this: 

In some places of the world, or 
moments in time, “murder of chil- 
dren” is literal—as it was with the 
killing of Trayvon Martin in Sanford, 
Florida last year or Alexis Grigoropou- 
los in Greece, December 2008, or the 
countless other instances of youth 
being violated or killed by police vio- 
lence, racist attacks, pollution, pov- 
erty, war. 

But in every other moment and eve- 
ry other place in the civilized world, 
it’s the spirit of youth that’s killed. It’s 
done so relentlessly, through school, 
work, reality TV, video games, poli- 
tics. Because youth is a dangerous 
force to industrial. society. It is a re- 
bellion in itself. You don’t have to be 
young to realize this, but you do have 
to be willfully ignorant to avoid it. 

Now add on the hardships of life un- 
der industrialism to produce energy, 
fancy crap and service work for “The 
Capitol”—aka the wealthy district of 
most every large city in the world. This 
is the setting of The Hunger Games. 
And most all of our daily lives. 

The other recent trilogy series to 
cover this theme very blatantly, The 
Golden Compass, by Phillip: Pullman, 
came close to hitting a similar mark 
as Suzanne Collins’ books. It’s been 
argued that Pullman’s books were 
better written in some ways, and they 
also had themes of biocentrism and 
resistance laced throughout. But Lyra 
Belaqua’s rebellion against “The 
Authority” in Golden Compass wasn’t 
close enough to the surface for me to 
feel it, taste it, to want a part in it, as 
was the case in Hunger Games. 


A real resistance 

As an activist in the Earth First! 
movement, I’ve already had a taste 
of it—unexpected acts of defiance, 
clashes with the “peacekeepers,” right- 


cade, Oct 2012 
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eous disdain for the State. The books 
made me want more. They also made 
me want to let other people know that 
they can have it too, that the rebellion 
is brewing, that District 12 (the ficti- 
tious coal mining community of lead 
character Katniss Everdeen) exists all 
over the real world, and actually is in 
the process of uprising. 

While the books were released well 
before Occupy Wall Street or the 
Arab Spring of 2011, the sentiment 
that sparked those moments has 
been thick in the air for much longer. 
Centuries. A couple millennia, even. 

If you read the Earth First! News- 
wire, you know that industrially ex- 
ploited areas around the world are 
still rebelling at a steady pace. And 
maybe some truly are plotting to 
cut off supplies to the metaphoric 
Capital once and for all, as the book 
implies the rebelling districts are 
strategizing towards. 


Of books and authors 

Throughout reading, I found myself 
trying to imagine where I may have 
gone with my life had I read The Hun- 
ger Games trilogy at an earlier age, 
and I cross my fingers that I’m not be- 
ing entirely delusional with this little 
assessment here. 

I recall coming across Edward Ab- 
bey’s Monkeywrench Gang when I 
was around 17 years old (ironically 
the same age as Katniss). Regardless 
of the fact that Abbey’s book was pub- 
lished before I was born, it was still 
able to set me off on a path of prac- 
tical rebellion, and more specifically 
viewing eco-defense as self-defense, at 
a pretty early age. But that book was 
the depiction of a specific effort to pro- 
tect a part of the American Southwest, 
and though it paved the way for what 
later became Earth First!, the move- 
ment has grown and the world has 
changed around us. 

While defending our homes and 
the places we love is no doubt at the 
core of what should drive us, we also 
have to look at the overarching goal 


hs nae 


of bringing down the system that 
has been the source of industrial on- 
slaught against the planet and all that 
is, or aspires to be, free and wild (our- 
selves included, of course). Thirty- 
plus year ago, Ed Abbey described a 
small-scale rebellion that was already 
underway, and not so subtly told us 
to join the fight. 

Suzanne Collins has_ described 
something on the horizon and has put 
the potential in our laps for a much 
bigger, and urgently needed, response. 
I’m doubtful that shell show up at the 
EF! Summer Rendezvous (as ol’ Cac- 
tus Ed did on occasion in the ’80s) but 
I’m quite certain shel inspire many 
a conversation around our campfires 
for the years to come, whether our 
revolution prevails or not. 


Agitators of the Everglades EF! group and 
members of an Occupy Wall Street contingent 
from New York joined forces this Summer dur- 
ing the Republican National Convention pro- 
tests in Tampa, Florida, to push a message of 
uncompromising direct action against the cor- 
rupt Energy Empire and its political charade 
{what Katniss knew as “The Capitol”). This 
was the first time the mockingjay-with-mon- 
keywrench banner would hit the streets. But 
it wouldn’t be the last. From there, it surfaced 
in early Autumn atop a semi-truck transport- 
ing equipment to the TransCanada Keystone 
XL pipeline construction in.east Texas. A week 
later, it was seen at an anti-fracking demo on 
the steps of the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources Headquarters in Ra- 
leigh, North Carolina. Word has it that its now 
residing somewhere in southern Appalachia 
(deep in the heart of “District 12”), waiting for 
the right moment to be raised high above the 
ashes of King Coal’s throne. 


Want more of the story? Check out “Reflec- 
tions from the EF! coal plant blockade dur- 
ing the Tampa RNC 2012” at earthfirstnews. 
wordpress.com/ articles/ 


An Attawapiskat blockade of a winter road | leading to a diamond 
mine operated by De Beers in Alberta which could last until spring 


ee ee aes ' 

_ Idle No More movement. Chief Theresa*Spence went on a six ¥ ; oe et 

hunger strike in January 2013 demanding Prime Minister Stephe g . 

about Canada’s beef relationship with First Nations le 
‘ , ph 


In Venezuela, an.attack by'a group of illegal Brazilian 
gold miners on a group of Yanomami tribespeople 
left up to 80 people dead. The attack took place over 

access to the gold-rich land where communities of “ 
Yanomami people live. The location of the massacre : 
— near the border of Brazil — was in an area so remote 
‘it took those who discovered the bodies days to walk 
to the nearest ‘settlement to report the incident. 
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Greeks Don’t Want Gold. A Normal Life Will Do. 


By Nick MEYNEN AND KaTaRINA ANNANIOU 


Real wages decline by 25.per- 
cent. Youth unemployment is above 
50 percent. The number of people 
applying for food aid is rising fast. 
Malnutrition among children is 
spreading, while hospitals are being 
closed. UN agencies and Doctors 
without Borders are talking about a 
humanitarian crisis. Is this a Sub- 
Saharan country? No, it’s Greece. 

On March 28, 2012 a mini civ- 
il war broke out in a community 
where a Canadian company was 
going for gold by force. A Greek 
drama which included a mayor 
“taken hostage” by a thousand an- 
gry civilians who had surrounded 
the town hall. With a large part of 
North Greece proposed to be sold 
and transformed into gold mining 
pits, starting in Thrace, Halkidiki 
and Kilkis, such incidents are un- 
likely to remain isolated, 

The saga in Kilkis started on July 
13, 2011, when the Greek Ministry 
for the Environment (YPEKA) sent 
a letter to the district government 
of Kilkis asking them to express 
their opinion on the leasing of two 
areas for the creation of copper- 
gold mines: the first on the moun- 
tain range of Kroussia (roughly 35 
square miles) and the second on 
mount Paiko (32 square miles). The 
area of Kroussia contains 12 vil- 
lages and mainly consists of farmed 
fields. The Kilkis District and Mu- 
nicipality rejected the idea, but that 
did not stop the national govern- 
ment from expediting the process. 

The government tried to give 
some legitimacy to the project in 
2011, through an internet vote 
that nobody in Kilkis knew about 
(not even the Municipalities). Be- 
sides not knowing, inhabitants of 
these 12 villages are mostly older 
and have absolutely no computer 
literacy. The so-called “vote” ran for 
roughly 30 days and ended up with 
only 20 votes. Some votes were 
coming from people unknown in 
the area and some from geologists 
involved in the project. 

On January 4, 2012, the Ministry 
for the Environment announced in- 
ternational bidding for the lease of 
the area on the mountain range of 
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Kroussia for the purpose of copper- 
gold mines. The area to be leased 
also contains the drainage basin of 
Galikos River from which the city 
of Kilkis, part of Thessaloniki, and 
many smaller towns and villages 
get their drinking water. When this 
news came out, people started to 
spread awareness about the con- 
sequences of gold mining, which 
quickly led to a broad resistance 
movement. In total, 5000 signa- 
tures were collected and 58 organi- 
zations put their position against 
the mining project on paper. 

On February 6, 2012, officials 
from YPEKA came to the city of 
Kilkis to convince the angry pub- 
lic about the advantages that gold 
and copper mining would offer the 
area. But the public had seen the 
data and videos about gold-mining 
in other parts of the world (Canada, 
Sweden, Finland, Argentina, Tur- 
key, Bulgaria...). Despite the differ- 
ences, a very important thing was 
said in this meeting: the Ministry 
assured that if the public—as ex- 
pressed through their elected rep- 
resentatives—decided against. the 
creation of the mines, the whole 
process would be stopped and the 
bidding would be cancelled. 

Ten days later, YPEKA invited the 
local representatives to a commit- 
tee of the Greek Parliament to dis- 
cuss all aspects of the copper-gold 
mines. The ministry’s Under-Secre- 
tary Mr. Maniatis accused everyone 
of having “phobic syndromes” when 
told the municipal council and gen- 
eral public already decided against 
the installation of the mines. When 
asked about the total absence of in- 
formation and non-existent consul- 
tation with the public, he pleaded 
lack of personnel and financial re- 
sources, and insisted the process 
of informing the public would con- 
tinue (in committees in Athens that 
local people could not participate in) 
and that the public’s final decision 
would be respected. Contrary to his 
promise, the bidding process went 
on as planned. When it became 
clear that local communities were 
not going to accept the project, the 
government proceeded to give infor- 


mation only to the parliamentary 
committees to decide without citi- 
zen involvement. Finally, on March 
14, 2012 the government received 
offers from two interested mining 
companies and the procedure of 
choosing the mining partner com- 
menced. Where there’s gold, things 
like democracy have to step aside. 

The story of gold is the story of 
Greece today. The question all EU 
citizens should ask is: if Greece has 
transformed from a democracy to a 
technocratic dictatorship that helps 
foreign companies plunder the re- 
maining resources at all cost, who 
is to blame for it? On May 6, 2012, 
only 33 percent of Greeks voted 
for parties that implemented and 
backed the wave of privatizations 
and mining projects that were giv- 
en’ as conditions from the EU and 
the IMF for Greece to remain with 
the Euro. Because the two parties 
that got 33 percent of the vote still 
took 49 percent of the seats and no 
government could be formed, and 
Greeks had to vote again on June 
17, 2012 wondering: do we still 
have any choice? 

They make it appear that there is 
only one way to pay back the Greek 
debt and that is by more austerity, 
which is in effect leading to a hu- 
manitarian catastrophe not seen 
in Europe since the war in the Bal- 
kans. Greek politicians that have 
ideas on how to re-organize their 
economy and society are not al- 
lowed to speak out. The IMF and 
EU simply do not allow Greek poli- 
ticians to participate in economic 
decision making —in effect leaving 
no space for democracy to work. 
The citizens of Kilkis resisting gold 
mining have expressed many ag- 
ricultural, farmer and production 
proposals that could bring money 
to the city of Kilkis and thus to the 
Greek state, without sacrificing the 
environment and their quality of 
life. However, these are not consid- 
ered by a puppet state that in prac- 
tice is governed from Brussels and 
Washington. 

Orignally published by ryoLT.orG 
For more info: ANTIGOLDGREECE.WORD- 
PRESS.COM 


Blood on the Silver: 
The High Cost of Mining Concessions in Oaxaca 


BY DAvID BACON 


A civil war inside San Jose del 
Progreso began when Fortuna Sil- 
ver, a company directed by Peru- 
vian mining engineers and backed 
by Canadian investors, decided 
to open a modern mine in an area 
where small-scale prospecting had 
taken place for many years. What 
the company and its Mexican sub- 
sidiary, Compania Minera Cuzcat- 
lan S.A. de C.V., envisioned was far 
from a small operation, however. In 
2006 the Federal government grant- 
ed the company a concession cover- 
ing 223 square miles of land. On its 
website, the company refers to this 
area as “brownfields.” Today it ex- 
cavates and crushes 1,500 tons of 
rock per day, extracting silver and 
gold in chemical leaching processes. 

San Jose’s residents are Zapotec 
farmers who speak an indigenous 
language that is centuries old. The 
farming community constitutes an 
ejido, an association formed by 
Mexico’s land reform laws. The 


“We just want our rights respected, and to live normal lives. We’re terrorized by 
people who are driving new cars and carry high-powered arms. And our hands are 
- empty, we don’t have any way to defend ourselves. It’s all because of the mine. 


We want the mine to leave.” 


mining project drove a deep wedge 
between town residents at a time 
when many communities in Oaxaca 
were already divided between differ- 
ent political parties. 

The town’s political authorities 
are supporters of the Institutional 
Revolutionary Party (PRI). The party 
governed Oaxaca for seventy years. 
Its last governor, Ulises Ruiz, put 
down an uprising that grew out 
of a teachers strike in 2006 with 
massive violence. When town resi- 
dents began questioning the min- 
ing project, the municipal president 
Venancio Oscar Martinez Rivera re- 
ferred to them scornfully as “APPO 
sympathizers,” referring to the or- 
ganization that fought the governor 
in the streets of Oaxaca city. 

In May 2011 representatives of 
ten towns asked the government 
again to cancel the concessions, 
saying they were discharging cya- 
nide and mercury. “These mining 
projects don’t represent develop- 


—AVIGAHIL VASQUEZ 


ment,” Vasquez charged, “and in- 
stead have caused serious damage 
to the environment and our social 
fabric.” 

On January 18, 2012, mine oppo- 
nents charged the municipal presi- 
dent, Alberto Mauro, with laying a 
pipe from the dam and reservoir 
holding the water for drinking and 
irrigation, diverting it to the mine. 
Fortuna denies this and says its wa- 
ter comes from rain collection and 
water reclamation from a sewage 
treatment plant in the neighboring 
city of Ocotlan. 

As residents continue to organize 
against the mine, San Jose del Pro- 
greso is divided with political deceit, 
shady community alliances, coer- 
cion, and assassinations. 

The author thanks Jorge Hernan- 
dez Hernandez for his assistance in 
the research for this article. Excerpts 
from an article originally published 
at NACLA.ORG. 


Wedding belis for Glencore and Xstrata: 
Merger of Mining Giants Threatens Phils 


BY BERNIE LOPEZ 


The Glencore-Xstrata super- 
merger, which was stalled due to 
price and management-retention 
issues, will be forged by March 
15th, 2013. This merging of two gi- 
ants into an even bigger giant sim- 
ply means their corporate clout will 
increase. The announced super- 
merger has been met with protests 
against Xstrata’s environmental 
crimes related to mines in Peru, Co- 
lumbia, and elsewhere throughout 
the world. 

This merger has vast implications 
on ordinary Filipinos, especially the 
people of Mindanao, and the affect- 
ed Blaan communities in Xstrata’s 
future mine site: Tampakan, South 
Cotabato. In fact, it has profound 
implications on President Aquino’s 
national mining policies. Xstrata- 
SMI’s proposed gold-copper mine in 


Tampakan, South Cotabato, if ap- 
proved, will be the largest in Asia. 
Xstrata’s scheduled operation in 
2012 has been moved to 2018 be- 
cause of three big hurdles. 

First, South Cotabato’s has a ban 
on open pit mining, Xstrata’s pre- 
ferred extraction method. Second, 


the Free Prior Informed Consent. 


Act (FPIC) grants indigenous peo- 
ple a say in regards to development 
projects undertaken on their ances- 
tral lands; Xstrata has not-yet re- 
ceived FPIC, a requirement for the 
yet-unapproved Environment Com- 
pliance Certificate (ECC). No ECC 
means no mining permit. 

The third hurdle is the increas- 
ing human rights violations which 
may result in an all-out war that 
would scatter protestors from the 
project area. Recently, the family of 


a Blaan protest leader was massa- 
cred, the wife and two children shot 
at point-blank. 

With the dollar on a tailspin, 
the price of gold has soared to the 
high heavens. Observers say pric- 
es may ago up still in the next few 
months from $1,700* to $5,000, 
even $10,000, depending on the in- 
tensity of the looming dollar crisis, 


“ which can occur without warning. 


This will give the edge to Xstrata- 
Glencore to buy Filipinos from the 
top to the bottom, even if the gold 
is tinted with our blood. The Tam- 
pakan mine can easily destroy the 
entire Central Mindanao bread bas- 
ket, which comprises 70% of the 
national economy. 

Excerpts from an article originally 
published on site: INFOSHOPPHILIPPINES. 
WORDPRESS.COM 
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BY LEIGHTON WOODHOUSE, COFOUNDER OF DOGPARK MEDIA, DOGPARKMEDIA.COM 


On J. anuary 16, 2006, als who then sold them to the plant vided by Ferguson, who had worn 
@ to be butchered. The meat was pack- a wire and recorded conversations 
two federal agents pulled ¢ aged and shipped to Europe and Ja- with his former colleagues, the FBI 
off of Oregon’s Route 66 #8 pan for human consumption. had arrested Tubbs, along with six 
; g ¢ For over a decade, neighbors had other underground activists (Fergu- 
and onto a dirt road in the petitioned and protested in a seem- . son had once tried to record Paul 
ingly endless campaign to shut the implicating himself as well, but Paul 
Seurhiert Cascades, about plant down. In addition to the ethi- ® had refused to discuss his past with 
nineteen miles northeast @ cal concerns, Redmond locals com- ® him). Paul had known and worked 
plained about the stench, the con- #3 alongside some of the arrestees; oth- 

of downtown Ashland. @ stant screams of the horses and the ers were strangers. ‘ 
They didn’t get far. There. was a @ blood overflowing the local sewage Paul could not have known it, but 
blizzard, and the road was buried @ system, backing up into neighbors’ 3% his fellow activists’ long-standing 
in snow. The agents were forced to bathtubs and knocking out the city’s ~ pledges to refuse to assist pros- 


stop just a couple miles short of . water treatment plant. ¢ ecutors in the event of arrest broke 
their destination. An incendiary device consisting of $§ down almost immediately. All of the 
On most winter mornings, the @ a mixture of glycerin soap and die- $$ defendants except for. two—William 


road that forced the agents’ retreat sel fuel nicknamed “vegan jello” ac- ¢§ Rodgers and Daniel McGowan—had 
was plowed by Jonathan Paul, a complished what a decade of legal $$ hastily signed plea bargains and 
tall, broad-shouldered, 39 year-old e means had failed to achieve. Paul, $$ agreed to cooperate with the inves- 
volunteer firefighter with a shaved @ along with an activist he had recruit- “$ tigation (McGowan’s case was the 
head and a soul patch. Paul had @ ed named Jennifer Kolar, had mixed § subject of the Oscar-nominated doc- 
gotten off to a late start that day; it the fuel. The other three participants °® umentary, “If a Tree Falls”). Rodgers 
was nearly time for lunch. While the in the arson were Kevin Tubbs, a Ne- # was so shaken by the government’s 
FBI agents sat in their stalled vehi- @ braskan transplant who had moved $* success in turning his co-defendants 
cle Paul climbed into his snow plow, @ to Eugene to work for the Earth First! # that he committed suicide in his cell. 
which he kept parked beside his fire & Journal, Joseph Dibee, a software # Information provided by the coop- 
truck in the garage next to the solar- engineer at Microsoft, and Jacob g& erating defendants led to the arrests 
powered house where he lived with Ferguson, who later turned into of Paul and six other activists. Three 
his wife and three dogs. At the in- an FBI informant. Tubbs served as of them chose to cooperate with the 
tersection with Route 66, the agents driver and lookout. Ferguson carried FBI, while four, including Paul, re- 
watched as Paul pulled up the road the fuel, and Dibee allegedly planted fused. Two more suspects remain 
and drove past them. They turned the devices. After the ignition timers ® fugitives, Dibee among them. 
their car around and followed him & were set, the perpetrators fled the @ Four days after his arrest, the De- 
onto the mountain highway. . scene in Tubbs’ van. They stopped at partment of Justice issued a press 
Five minutes later, Paul pulled $ a predetermined location to destroy release referring to Paul and the 
into the parking lot of the Green ¢ their clothes, gloves and masks with other defendants as terrorists. At a 
Springs Inn to order one of the few es muriatic acid. A few days later, the @ press conference announcing the 
vegan items on the menu of the only es “Animal Liberation Front—Equine activists’ indictment, FBI Director 
restaurant in the area. The FBI ve- os and Zebra Liberation Network” faxed Robert Mueller, standing alongside 
hicle pulled in behind him, and the $g a communiqué to Craig Rosebraugh, & Attorney General Alberto Gonzales, 
agents followed Paul inside. One of $3 ALF spokesperson, detailing the @ cited the pursuit of environmental 


them flashed his badge, and Paul ® steps taken in the action and claim- and animal rights-related criminal 
knew at once that a nearly nine ® ing responsibility for it. perpetrators as among the agency’s 
year-old crime had finally caught up ® Paul was prepared for his arrest; “highest domestic terrorism priorities.” 
with him. ® he had been expecting it. Over the 4 Of the twenty criminal events in- 


On July 21, 1997, the Cavel West ®& last four years, the government had vestigated under Operation Backfire, 
Horse Rendering Plant, in Redmond, ®& conducted a multi-agency, mullti- b none had targeted human beings or 
Oregon, was burned to the ground. gg jurisdictional investigation into a @ resulted in the death or injury of a 
It was never rebuilt. While in opera- #@ string of arsons and other property é single person. No action by the ELF 
tion, the Belgian-owned slaughter- #3 crimes by radical animal rights and or the ALF in the United States has, 
house killed and dismembered as # environmental activists with the An- @ in fact, ever killed or injured anyone. 
many as 500 horses per week. Ac- #§ imal Liberation Front and its sister @ Both groups’ crimes are, by design, 
cording to Paul, many of them for- organization, the Earth Liberation , restricted to property. 

merly wild animals rounded up by € Front. The investigation was called 4 The same cannot be said of anti- 
the, Bureau of Land Management « “Operation Backfire.” The month > abortion extremists, white suprema- 
and adopted out to private individu- before, based on information pro- cists and right-wing militias, none of 


MS) Earth First! Journal 4K Brigid 2013 


See 


which have been subject to special 
federal legislation singling them out 
as terrorists as ALF and ELF activ- 
ists have. Indeed, when the Depart- 
ment of Homeland Security issued 
a mundane intelligence assessment 
in 2009 outlining the threat of ter- 
rorism from right wing extremists, 
conservative outrage forced Secre- 
tary Janet Napolitano to withdraw 
it (just three months earlier, DHS’s 
release of a similar report detailing 
cyberterrorism threats from animal 
rights, environmental activists and 
anarchists went more or less unno- 
ticed by the media). 

Though what the FBI now calls 
“eco-terrorism” predates September 
11, 2001 by at least two decades, 
- since the events of that date, both 
the laws on the books pertaining to 
political activism and the implemen- 
tation of those laws by police and 
federal investigators have shifted 
dramatically in the direction of re- 
pression. In a time of perpetual na- 
tional emergency, freewheeling use 
of the “terrorist” label enabled Con- 
gress to pass the Animal Enterprise 
Terrorism Act in 2006, a law that 
substantially broadened the powers 
of the Justice Department to pursue 


animal rights activists—including 
those who engage strictly in First 
& Amendment activities—as terrorists. 
@ Likewise, this year, the label helped 
two state legislatures pass “Ag Gag” 
& laws that criminalize undercover 
@ video investigations of animal abus- 
r) es in the agriculture industry. 
On the enforcement side, police 
@ and federal investigators have, pur- 
2s sued perpetrators of arson, vandal- 
ism and even highly charged politi- 
@ cal speech as terrorists, and applied 
S investigative techniques commensu- 
rate to the threat of Al Qaeda sleep- 
#. cells to disrupt their networks, 
including surveillance, infiltration, 
raids on homes and offices and the 
Huse of grand juries to force innocent 
gy People to inform on their friends and 
« colleagues. 
$ Describing the charges brought 
$$ against the defendants in Operation 
8 Backfire, David Iglesias, the former 
$@ federal prosecutor for New Mexico 
$e who was terminated by Attorney 
$e General Gonzales in the 2006 U.S. 
s$ Attorney firing scandal, told the Eu- 
e gene Weekly in 2007, “It seems to me 
¢ what happened here should not fit 
® my traditional definition of what ter- 
rorism is.” Iglesias described the ter- 
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rorism label as “political” and “over- 
© reaching.” 


S In environmental circles, the ter- 
@ orsm charges brought against 
the Operation Backfire defend- 
ants marked the culmination of 
what became known as “the Green 
Scare”: the post-9/11 period in 
@ which widespread anxiety about a 
@ very real threat to American secu- 
@ rity was marshaled by federal law 
enforcement and then redirected to 
Fine a movement. While the le- 
gal targets of the dragnet were un- 
@ derground activists who engaged in 
@ illicit activity, the political targets, 
@ many activists believe, were law- 
ful, mainstream environmental and 
Ld animal rights groups and the causes 
e they stood for. 
@ The FBI denies this. In a state- 
@ ment provided for this article, a 
spokeperson wrote, “The FBI does 
not investigate individuals based on 
@ their beliefs or other first amend- 
ment protected activity like free 
@ speech. It is when the individual 
@ exhibits intent to or crosses the line 
to commit a crime that we have an 
obligation to act. Working within our 
legal authorities, the prevention and 
detection of these criminal acts prior 
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able to connect to that suffering in a 
way that was new to him. It was some- 
thing of an epiphany. He picked up a 
rock and smashed the injured bird, 
putting it out of its misery. He never 
hunted again. 

Paul soon gave up eating meat, then 


to their fruition is our objective.” (The 
spokesperson went on to note that do- 
mestic terrorism is the agency’s “top 
investigative priority,” and pointed to 
“evidence of an ongoing conspiracy 
by members of the ELF and ALF” that 
caused “over $40 million in economic 
damages.”) 

ties, he moved to California. “A lot of 
the people that I was hanging around 
with were very smart people who were 
very educated,” Paul says. “And I lis- 
tened and learned from them, and I 
started understanding what was real- 


was able to complete the puzzle and 


ne 
Se 
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lab technicians would conduct tests 
on the blind kittens. After months of 
reconnaissance, Paul and some fellow 


Activists who have been in the FBI’s > 
sights disagree. “The FBI’s pursuit of € 
the Earth Liberation Front and Ani- 7 
mal Liberation Front, including Jona- 
than Paul, was the largest domestic 
terrorism investigation in history” & 
says Will Potter, author of Green Is & 
The New Red: An Insider’s Account of ® 
a Social Movement Under Siege. Potter, ® 
who has himself been questioned by & 
the FBI in the past for legal protest ac- 
tivity, discerns in the terrorism label a ® 
campaign of pressure by law enforce- » 
ment agencies, at the behest of ani- $ was very disturbing.” 
mal enterprise and resource extrac- “4 : He undertook his first major animal 
tion industries, upon licit groups to $e liberation action in 1986 at the Uni- 
curtail their constitutionally protected ¢s versity of Oregon, where, according to 
advocacy. Potter sees a continuity of Paul, researchers were conducting ex- 
this pressure campaign in both the periments on perception that included 
government’s aggressive prosecution taking pregnant cats, opening them 
of climate activist Tim DeChristopher up, extracting their fetuses, sew- 
and in the passage of laws this year 
in Utah and Iowa criminalizing under- ® 
cover investigations of animal abuse ® 
on factory farms. “Now, the same cor- ® 
porate and political interests who were ® 
calling for a crackdown on the ELF are 
_ calling for a crackdown on undercover & activists broke into the lab, destroyed 
investigators and on people like Tim : 
DeChristopher who is in prison for v leased close to 300 animals, including 
non-violent civil disobedience,” Pot- cats, mice and rabbits. They were un- 
ter continues. “This is how political @ able to get the monkeys out because 


all animal products. In his early twen- s¢ 


I saw this very dark world that to me se 
@ ment laws” that criminalize this kind 
3 of activity. 


undercover video footage of the bru- 
tal killing of minks on fur farms and 
derailed shark hunts off the coast of 
Santa Cruz. The project he made the 
most enduring commitment to was 
founding the American version of the 
Hunt Saboteurs, an organization that 
had been ‘physically disrupting fox 
and deer hunts in England since the 
‘60s and which was a precursor to the 
original Animal Liberation Front in the 
United Kingdom. In the US, Paul and 
other activists focused on Big Horn 
e Sheep hunts in the Mojave Desert. 


ly going on, and understanding more ® They would follow hunters for miles, 
about ecosystems and how important blaring noisemakers to keep their prey 
things were, and this and that. And as § moving and putting out false scents to 
I started to understand that, I started § throw off the dogs. If necessary, they 
putting it all together like a puzzle. I J would put their bodies between the ri- 


fles and their intended targets. Forty- 
four states now have “hunter harass- 


“There’s a despair that we all hold 
in us,” says Paul. “I think that for my- 
self | can say that somewhere I tend 
to channel the suffering and the pain 
and the destruction in me, and it’s a 
pretty intense experience to always 


: ing the eyes of the fetuses shut, and # have that in you. I will say that in a lot 
putting them back into their mothers # of ways I prefer to [be] aware and be 
so they would be born blind. Then gf 


in touch with my despair [rather] than 
to be unaware and not in touch with 
what’s going on.,I don’t want to live in 
bliss, I want to live in reality. And a lot 
of times the reality of what’s going on 


computers and equipment and re- @ is very disturbing and scary. And so 


the only way I could channel. that is to 
do something about it.” 
The direct activism that Paul prac- 


repression operates. It always begins they had not secured new homes for ticed was extraordinary, but in the 
P gin 


on the fringes and, if allowed, creeps 
steadily towards all forms of dissent.” 
Cavel West was Paul’s last arson, 


bananas and take a sledgehammer to 
the device used for their vivisection. 


them; all they could do was give them & 


1990s hardly unique. Throughout the 
‘80s, Animal Liberation Front cells and 
other animal rights groups had racked 


but it was neither his first nor his last @ Following the University of Oregon @ up scores of successful lab break-ins, 


raid, Paul’s life became aniimal libera- 
tion. He got a rush out of the action. He 
quickly became one of the most prolif- 


act of physical intervention in defense 
of animals. Paul undertook his first 
animal liberation action when he was 


arsons and rescues, some of them ac- 
companied by major public relations 
victories. In 1984, ALF activists broke 


eight years old. Paul’s father, a man- @ ic underground animal rights activists @ into the University of Pennsylvania’s 


ager at Morgan Stanley, took his son @ alive. In 1987, he participated in the 
to Africa, where for the first time in his @ first ALF arson in the United States, 


life Paul viewed cheetahs in the wild. @ at an animal research laboratory un- & 


Head Trauma Research Center, where 
scientists were conducting experi- 
ments on live baboons funded by the 


When he returned home to Western @ der construction at the University of @ National Institutes of Health. The ac- 


Massachusetts, he visited the zoo California at Davis. The next month, 
and was traumatized by the sight of t he cut a section of a wooden fence 
cheetahs in captivity, pacing around at a wild horse corral run by the Bu- 
in their cages. When he got to school, % reau of Land Management in Califor- 
he went around and set off as many % nia, freeing the captured horses. That 
mousetraps as he could find. same year, he broke into a research 

Despite his childhood ethical rev- facility at Loma Linda University in 
elation, until his early adolescence, # Southern California, removing dogs 
Paul continued to hunt for sport. One “’ and research documents. In 1989, 
day, when he was a freshman in high Paul and another activist executed 
school, Paul and his friends were out the largest raid in the ALF’s history at 
shooting birds. Paul hit one in the the University of Arizona at Tucson, 
wing, and it fell to the ground on its freeing and re-housing about 1,200 
back. It was suffering, and Paul was animals. In the 90s, he helped shoot 
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tivists stole sixty hours worth of audio 
and videotapes shot by the vivisectors 
themselves that showed them laugh- 
ing and joking as they inflicted brain 
damage on inadequately anesthetized 
baboons with a hydraulic device that 
simulated whiplash, and posing the 
severely injured primates in front of 
the camera, Abu Ghraib-style, for fun. 
PETA released a 26-minute edited film 
from the footage that received media 
attention all over the world. The fol- 
lowing year, NIH cut off funding for the 
center and the lab was closed. Soon 


after, Congress passed new legislation 
improving standards of oversight and 
care of laboratory animals. 

Soon after founding the Hunt Sabs, 
Paul and other animal liberationists 


their expeditions by Earth First! activ- 
ists. EFlers were not all animal rights 
‘devotees, and at that time, their po- 


litical persuasion was, collectively, as %& 


libertarian as it was anarchist. The 
original founders of EF! proudly em- 
braced a redneck cultural sensibility, 
fusing it with a back-to-the-Earth, 
Mother Gaia spirituality. Many EF! 
‘eco-warriors’ ate meat, wore leather, 
and even hunted, but they all opposed 


found themselves accompanied on 4, rights activism. 


pel testimony that might lead to the 
perpetrator’s capture. Paul refused to 
cooperate, and was locked up for five 
months. At the time, it was the long- 
est jail term ever meted out for animal 


It was around this time that Paul 


about Freeh’s change of perspective, 
the Fur Commission USA wrote in 
its March 1999 newsletter: “Over the 
last year, the people of the fur trade 
have been key players with other ani- 
mal and resource based industries 
in a concerted effort to push eco and 


® 
first started hearing the term “eco- Ad animal rights terrorism up the gov- 
terrorism.” Paul attributes its genesis ® ernment’s priority pole. These efforts 
to the Wise Use movement, an anti- # have resulted in a strong statement of 
“, environmental grassroots coalition @ commitment from the FBI.” The gov- 
rT and corporate public relations cam- @ ernment had not yet gone far enough, 
» paign founded by Ron Arnold, who @ the newsletter cautioned, “But what a 
claims credit for the word’s coinage. @ difference a few months can make!” 
é The neologism had already gained @ An even bigger sea change came 


> currency in Washington, D.C. Follow- @ on September 11, 2001. It took only 
ing the 1987 arson at the University 


big game trophy hunting as a crime @ of California at Davis in which Paul 


against conservation if not against the 
animals themselves. 

Surrounded by environmental radi- 
cals, Paul’s perspective on his own 
activism began to expand, incorpo- 


rating elements of EF!’s biocentric # Republican Senator James McClure 


philosophy, which emphasizes the 
innate interconnectedness of life, into 
his perspectives on animal exploita- 
tion. “There’s always a bigger picture 
involved with the whole thing,” says 
Paul. “I always feel that if you’re a per- 
son that is going to have the heart to 
go out and defend an individual ani- 
mal how can you not have the heart 
to see the whole picture of what’s re- 
ally going on in this world? We're in 
the sixth mass extinction right now. 
We've got ecosystems collapsing every- 
where, species dying out. And animal 
liberation is tied to that directly.” As 
the radical environmental worldview 
shaped the ideology of Paul and his 
colleagues, the animal rights crowd 
began to participate in EF! forest de- 
fense actions. The two movements 
were merging. 

Like many social movements before 
it, EF!’s uncompromising tactics had 
earned it a place on the FBI’s list of 
public enemies. [After the 1990 car 
bombing of Judi Bari, agents were at 
Jonathan Paul’s home in Santa Cruz 
almost immediately, asking ques- 


+ 
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acted as driver, for the first time, the 
FBI labeled a crime carried out by 
animal rights activists as “domestic 
terrorism.” The following year, refer- 
ring to Earth First! activities, Idaho’s 


introduced that phrase’s specific sub- 


a few hours after planes struck the 
World Trade Center and the Pentagon 
before the animal enterprise and re- 
source extraction industries and their 
allies in Congress sought to capitalize 
on the opportunity to shine the spot- 
light on “eco-terrorists.” On the day 
of the attacks, Alaska Congressman 
Don Young speculated that the act of 


variant, “eco-terrorism,” into the Con- @ mass murder could be the work of en- 


gressional record. 
It wasn’t until 1998, however, that 
the “eco-terrorism” term really gained 


vironmental extremists. One day later, 
Oregon Congressman Greg Walden 
declared “eco-terrorists” to be a threat 


traction. In October of that year, one @ “no less heinous than what we saw oc- 


year and three months after Paul had 
helped burn down the Cavel West 
plant, a massive fire at the Vail ski re- 


cur yesterday here in Washington and 
in New York.” 


@ The gambit failed in the short run. 


a in Colorado resulted in $12 mil- @ During the months and years that 


lion in damages and prime time news 


coverage across the country. The ar- Ps 


followed 9/11, the Bush administra- 
tion was too preoccupied with the real 


$2 son, whose stated purpose was to halt threat of the moment to make a top - 
$$ the resort’s planned expansion into @ priority of a loose network of arson- 
8: delicate lynx habitat, was carried out ists, saboteurs and civil disobeyers fo- 
$¢ in the name of the Earth Liberation e cused on the destruction of property. 
$- Front. Moreover, in the wake of the attacks, 
$3 Until Vail, crimes carried out by @ ALF and ELF activity abruptly dwin- 
$¢ radical environmental and animal @ dled to almost nothing, as did most 
$$ rights groups were a persistent but gg other political protest and dissent in 
te secondary issue for the FBI. With the #% the United States at that time. Out 
s¢ Vail fire on the front page of newspa- #% of the 20 separate criminal acts com- 
8$ pers coast to coast, the FBI’s priorities =~ mitted by the activists rounded up in 
es changed overnight. FBI Director Louis Operation Backfire, only one of them 
= Freeh, who had told a group of ani- took place after 9/11l—an arson at 
e mal and resource extraction industry the Bureau of Land Management Wild 
$ representatives in Europe less than Horse Corrals in Litchfield, California, 
™ a year earlier that ALF, ELF and EF! one month and four days after the at- 


tions.] Likewise, the animal rights ge 
movement waS commanding in- # 


creased attention from federal inves- 
tigators. While Paul was busy leading 


the Hunt Sabs, his friend and former 9 


Santa Cruz housemate, Rod Corona- 
do, carried out a string of high-profile 


eration Biteback,” that targeted the 
physical infrastructure of the fur in- 
dustry. Paul didn’t participate in the 


ALF arsons, which he dubbed “Op- M 


s 


campaign and wasn’t a suspect in the © 


investigation into it, but in 1993, fed- 
eral prosecutors hauled him in front 
of a grand jury in Spokane to com- 


activities were not even on the “radar 
screen,” told the Senate Appropria- 
tions Committee in February 1999 
that animal rights and environmental 
activists were now among “the most 
recognizable single issue terrorists at 
the present time.” 

The FBI’s about-face was a coup for 
the animal enterprise and resource 
extraction industries, whose lobby- 
ists had already been pressuring poli- 
ticians to put Earth First!, ALF and 
ELF into the same threat category as 
assassins, airline hijackers and inter- 
national mass murderers. Bragging 
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tacks on the World Trade Center and 
the Pentagon. According to the ALF 
Press Office, crimes by ALF and ELF 
activists declined by nearly half fol- 
lowing September 11. 

Nevertheless, the watchword of the 
decade was now “terrorism.” The Jus- 
tice Department had been granted un- 
precedented new powers by Congress 
through the passage of the PATRIOT 
Act. Careers could now be made in 
federal law enforcement by breaking 
a case that could credibly be labeled 
as terrorism while resources for other 
priorities dried up. In the private sec- 
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tor, demand spiked for executive and 
director level security personnel to 
protect companies from shadowy ter- 
rorist threats; more than 200 colleges 
and universities created new home- 
land security-related degree and cer- 
tificate programs to fill the new slots. 
Many more of these newly minted cor- 
porate security officers were worried 
about their domestic political opposi- 
tion than about Al Qaeda. 

With the criminal histories of the 
ALF and ELF comfortably ensconced 
within the rubric of “terrorism”, the 
framework for a major government 
counter-offensive against animal 
rights and environmental activists 
was never stronger. 


In 2004, seven separate investi- 


gations into an assortment of un- @ into solitary confinement for a week, 


derground actions by multiple fed- 
eral, state and local law enforcement 
agencies were merged into Operation 


Backfire. The investigation got its ma- @ your shower shoes, soap, give you 


jor break when a roommate of Jacob 
Ferguson filed charges with the Eu- 
gene Police, accusing him of stealing 


@ Arizona. He was out on bail prior to 


posture against radical animal rights 
and environmental activists that rests 
on precarious legal and philosophical 
footing. Its ability to sustain that ap- 
proach is uncertain. 

“The FBI’s obsession with animal 


charges of arson and conspiracy, and 
sought sentencing enhancements for 
terrorism. Paul lucked out. In the 
midst of the Bush administration’s 
warrantless wiretapping scandal, the 
prosecutors were on shifting and pre- 
carious political ground. Attorneys rights and environmental activists is 
for the defendants submitted a dis- not only misguided, it’s flat-out dan- 
covery motion demanding that the @ gerous,” says Will Potter. “The gov- 
government turn over any and all evi- & ernment is spending time and money 
dence collected through warrantless on political activists, who have never 
wiretaps. The government responded harmed a human being, when vio- 
by agreeing to a plea bargain with a @ lence by right-wing extremists con- 
non-cooperation clause in exchange ® tinues to escalate. The Justice De- 
for the defense’s dropping the discov- partment’s own Inspector General 
ery request; a rare event in any trial. @ has warned the FBI about this and 

Paul was imprisoned in Phoenix, @ so have members of Congress. Yet the 
& FBI continues to focus on environ- 
his incarceration, so he walked him- mentalists who are trying to protect 
self into the facility. As soon as he @ life, while downplaying the actions of 
entered the system, he was thrown @ right-wing groups seeking to take it.” 
Paul is not optimistic about the 
then transferred to a unit. “Prison is future for animals, the environment 
so race-based,” he says, “The first and humanity. He sees himself as 
thing is all these white guys give you @ a realist and he doesn’t see much 
& reason for hope. He suspects that 
what you need until you can get to the world is more likely headed to- 
the store. So you get settled up, and ward environmental collapse than 
then have to figure your way around # renewal. He’s glad he has lived a life 


her truck. She later found the truck @ things. You have to be careful who 
parked down the street, but by then, @ you deal with. But it was not that bad 
investigators were linking Ferguson to @ of a place compared to other places.” 
an SUV arson. Ferguson, addicted to @ Like other prisoners, Paul read and 
heroin, agreed to wear a wire and sys- @ exercised. He ran his first marathon 
tematically sought out his accomplic- 
es, attempting to record each of them # the prison track. He served three 
admitting their roles in crimes past. years, then another six months in a 
The FBI came to Paul’s home with halfway house. 
a Grand Jury subpoena on Decem- ae Today, Paul lives with his wife again 
ber 7, 2005. Tami Drake, Paul’s wife a in his home in the Siskiyou Moun- 
whom he met during an anti-whaling tains. He gets up at 5 every morning 
campaign, took her husband out into # and goes to work doing forest resto- 
the woods and grabbed him by the #* ration. He has legally converted the 
collar. She asked him if she needed #& property around his house into a 
to be afraid that the FBI was going to @ wildlife sanctuary. In the summer, 


of activism, but he doesn’t believe it’s 
enough in the end. 
At the moment, there’s nothing 


* he can do about it in any case. The 
* terms of Paul’s probation bar him 
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by running hundreds of laps around § from any form of advocacy work. He 


has tried to focus on his personal life, 
his finances and building a home for 
himself and the animals around him 
that reflects his values. But insulat- 
ing himself from the world is not in 
his nature, and the ban on activism 
is a significant frustration. 

“There were times in my life that I 
felt like I needed to take some time 
off for myself to actually be selfish 


return, kick in their door and shoot a animals are everywhere. 
their dogs. He told her no, they were gap 
2 tivists for terrorism prosecution have 
er, Drake flew to Seattle to visit her 
# In 2006, Congress passed the Ani- 
} mal Enterprise Terrorism Act (AETA), 


just harassing him. A few weeks lat: 


daughter. While she was there, she 


received a phone call and learned } 
that her husband had been arrested. § 


“I dropped to my knees,” Drake says 


“I thought, whatever he’s arrested for, $8 
servative think tank and lobbying 


he didn’t do it. We got him bonded out 
in nine days. I asked him quietly, Did 
you do this? And he got this sheepish 


really want to know?” 

As with the other defendants, prose- 
cutors tried to turn Paul immediately. 
He didn’t even entertain the idea, nor 
did those closest to him. Drake told 
him she would stand by him through- 
out, as long as he didn’t snitch. His 
mother told him the same thing. 

Federal prosecutors tried Paul on 
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grin on his face and he said, Do you % 
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for once in my life, not as selfless as 
I have been,” he says. “And I did that, 
® put it didn’t take long before I realized 
I had to get back into being an activist, 
because I just felt like I had to keep 
& doing things. And that’s part of being 
4 an activist... not stopping.” 


Since his arrest, laws targeting ac- 


become significantly more draconian. 


a bill conceived of and advanced by 
the American Legislative Exchange 
Council, a corporate-sponsored con- 


group that champions pro-”free mar- 
ket” legislation. ; 
Both the legal and the procedural 3% 
underpinnings of this enforcement re- 
gime are in dispute. The constitution- 
ality of the AETA has been challenged # 
in court and a recent Congressional 
report raised questions about the 
FBI’s habit of pinning the terrorist la- 
bel on political activists. Over the last 
decade, the government has assumed 
an aggressive and highly selective 
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Love is a burning thing... These are the 
ashes of Cavel West horse slaughterhouse 


Long Live Judi Bari! 

Mary Liz Thompson and Darryl Cherney’s new film 

Who Bombed Judi Bari?, released by Hokey Pokey 
Productions in 2012, has not only sparked a renewed 
interest in Bari’s life and the Earth First! movement at 


large, it has turned tables on the forces of repression. 
While Cherney has been touring the film fest circuit like mad and 
screening the documentary across the nation, he has also been 
spreading news about the launch of a $50,000 reward in an 
attempt to find the bomber—something the FBI and Oakland 
Police have shown no interest in doing for over 22 years. 
Judi Bari was the victim of a car bomb assassination attempt 
on May 24, 1990 in Oakland, California. The bombing nearly 
killed her and injured her passenger (Cherney) as they were 
setting out on a promotional tour for “Redwood Summer.” 
In 2010, the FBI announced they intended to destroy key 
evidence in the case that could help lead to the identity of the 
bomber. At the behest of the Bari-Cherney legal team, 
two federal court orders were issued in 2011 and 2012 to 
preserve and test the evidence. However, the FBI continues 
to delay turning it over. What do they have to hide? 
As Judi said in 1996, “This case is not about me, Darryl, 
or Earth First! It is about the right of all activists to work 
for social change without fearing repression by the 
government’s secret police.” 
Here’s what Mike Roselle, co-founder of Earth First!, had to say 
about the film: “Who Bombed Judi Bari? captures the history of 
Earth First!, the story of Judi Bari and the spirit of the times that 


we so desperately need to keep alive for the sake of our planet and 


ourselves... 


As someone who was there, I can attest that this film is 


authentic, well told, musically wonderful, humorous at times and uplifting. 


EXCERPTS OF 


Sit down with a beer and a joint and enjoy it.” 


Revolutionary Ecology: 


TSEC OI $2] SS 
Biocentrism & Deep Ecology 


BY JUDI BARI 


~~. I was a social justice activist for many 
«\c years before I ever heard of Earth First! 
So it came as a surprise to me, when I joined Earth 
First! in the 1980s, to find that the radical environ- 
mental movement paid little attention to the social 
causes of ecological destruction. Similarly, the urban- 
based social justice movement seems to have a hard 
time admitting the importance of biological issues, of- 
ten dismissing all but “environmental racism” as triv- 
ial. Yet in order to effectively respond to the crises of 
today, I believe we must merge these two issues. 
Starting from the very reasonable, but unfortu- 
nately revolutionary concept that social practices 
which threaten the continuation of life on Earth 
must.be changed, we need a theory of revolutionary 
ecology that will encompass social and biological 
issues, class struggle, and a recognition of the role 
of global corporate capitalism in the oppression of 
peoples and the destruction of nature. 


I believe we already have such a theory. It’s called 
deep ecology, and it is the core belief of the radi- 
cal environmental movement. The problem is that, 
in the early stages of this debate, deep ecology was 
falsely associated with such right wing notions as 
sealing the borders, applauding AIDS as a popula- 
tion control mechanism, and encouraging Ethiopi- 
ans to starve. This sent the social ecologists justifi- 
ably scurrying to disassociate. And I believe it has 
muddied the waters of our movement’s attempt to 
define itself behind a common philosophy. 

So in this article, I will try to explain, from my per- 
spective as an unabashed leftist, why I think deep 
ecology is a revolutionary world view. I am not try- 
ing to proclaim that my ideas are Absolute Truth, or 
even that they represent a finished thought process 
in my own mind. These are just some ideas I have on 
the subject, and I hope that by airing them, it will 
spark more debate and advance the discussion. 
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Biocentrism 
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Deep ecology, or biocentrism, is 
the belief that nature does not exist 
to serve humans. Rather, humans 
are part of nature, one species 
among many. All species have a 
right to exist for their own sake, re- 
gardless of their usefulness to hu- 
mans. And biodiversity is a value in 
itself, essential for the flourishing 
of both human and nonhuman life. 

These principles, I believe, are 
not just another political theory. 
Biocentrism is a law of nature, that 
exists independently of whether h 
mans recognize it or not. It doesn’t 
matter whether we view the world 
in a human centered way. Nature 
still operates in a biocentric way. 
And the failure of modern soci- 
ety to acknowledge this—as we at- 
tempt to subordinate all of nature 
to human use—has led us to the 
brink of collapse of the earth’s life 
support systems. 

Biocentrism is not a new theory, 
and it wasn’t invented by Dave 
Foreman or Arnie Naas. It is an- 
cient native wisdom, expressed in 
such sayings as, “The earth does 
not belong to us. We belong to the 
earth.” But in the context of today’s 
industrial society, biocentrism is 
profoundly revolutionary, challeng- 
ing the system to its core. 


Biocentrism Contradicts 
Capitalism 
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The capitalist system is in di- 
rect conflict with the natural laws 
of biocentrism. Capitalism, first 
of all, is based on the principle of 
private property—of certain hu- 
mans owning the earth for the 
purpose of exploiting it for prof- 
it. At an earlier stage, capitalists 
even believed they could own other 
humans. But just as slavery has 
been discredited in the mores of 
today’s dominant world view, so 
do the principles of biocentrism 
discredit the concept that humans 
can own the earth. 

How can the corporate raider 
Charles Hurwitz claim to “own” 
the 2,000-year-old redwoods of 
HeaDwaters Forest, just because 
he signed a few papers to trade 
them for a junk bond debt? This 
concept is absurd. Hurwitz is a 
mere blip in the life of these an- 
cient trees. A though he may have 
the power to destroy them, he does 
not have the right... 

You cannot do whatever you 
want on your own property without 
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affecting surrounding areas, be- 
cause the earth is interconnected, 
and nature does not recognize hu- 
man boundaries. < 
According to Marxist theory, profit 
is stolen from the workers when the 
capitalists pay them less than the 
value of what they produce...Al- 
though I basically agree with this 
analysis, I think there is one big 
thing missing. I believe that part 
of the value of a product comes 
not just from the labor put into 
it, but also from the natural re- 
sources used to make the product. 
And I believe that surplus value 
(i.e. profit) is not just stolen from the 
workers, butalsofromtheearthitself. 


Modern day corporations are’ 


the very worst manifestation of 
this sickness...A corporation has 
no purpose for its existence, nor 
any moral guide to its behavior, 
other than to make profits. And 
today’s global corporations are be- 
yond the control of any nation or 
government. In fact, the govern- 
ment is in the service of the corpo- 
rations, its armies poised to defend 
their profits around the world and 
its secret police ready to infiltrate 
and disrupt any serious resistance 
at home. 

In other words, this system can- 
not be reformed. It is based on the 
destruction of the earth and the 
exploitation ofthe people. Thereisno 
such thing as green capitalism, and 
marketing cutesy rainforest prod- 
ucts will not bring back the eco- 
systems that capitalism must 
destroy to make its profits. This 
is why I believe that serious 
ecologists must be revolutionaries. 


Biocentrism Contradicts 
Communism 
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background in revolutionary the- 
ory comes from Marxism, which I 
consider to be a brilliant critique 
of capitalism. But as to what 
should be implemented in capital- 
ism’s place, I don’t think Marxism 
has shown us the answer. One 
of the reasons for this, I believe, 
is that communism, socialism, 
and all other left ideologies that 
I know of speak only about redis- 
tributing the spoils of raping the 
earth more evenly among classes 
of humans. They do not even ad- 
dress the relationship of the soci- 
ety to the earth... 

This total disregard of nature asa 
life force, rather than just a source 
of raw materials, allowed Marx- 
ist states to rush to industrialize 


without even the most meager en- 
vironmental safeguards. This has 
resulted in such noted disasters 
as the meltdown of the Chernobyl 
nuclear power plant, the oil spill in 
the Arctic Ocean, and the ongoing: 
liquidation of the fragile forests of 
Siberia. It has left parts of Russia 
and Eastern Europe with such a 
toxic legacy that vast areas are now 
uninhabitable. Marx stated that 
the primary contradiction in in- 
dustrial society is the contradiction 
between capital and labor. I believe 
these disasters show that there is 
an equally important contradiction 
between industrial society and the 
earth...I believe the natural order 
of the earth is bioregionalism, not 
statism. 

Modern industrial society robs 
us of community with each other 
and community with the earth. 
This creates a great longing inside 
us, which we are taught to fill with 
consumer goods. But .consumer 
goods, beyond those needed for 
basic comfort and survival, are not 
really what we crave. So our ap- 
petite is insatiable, and we turn to 
more and more efficient and dehu- 
manizing methods of production to 
make more and more goods that do 
not satisfy us. If workers really had 
control of the factories (and I say 
this as a former factory worker), 
they would start by smashing the 
machines and finding a more hu- 
mane way to decide what we need 
and how to produce it. So to the cre- 
do “production for use, not for prof- 
it,” ecological socialism would add, 
“production for need, not for greed.” 


Biocentrism Contradicts 
Patriarchy 
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I think, deepest form of oppres- 
sion on Earth. In fact, it’s so old 
and it’s so deep that we're dis- 
couraged from even naming it. If 
you're a white person, you can 
talk about apartheid; you can 
say, “I’m against apartheid” with- 
out all the white people getting 
huffy and offended and thinking 
you're talking about them. But if 
you even mention patriarchy, you 
are met with howls of ridicule and 
protest from otherwise progres- 
sive men who take it as a personal 
insult that you’re even mention- 
ing the word. But I think that the 
issue of patriarchy needs to be 
addressed by any serious revolu- 
tionary movement... 

I would describe eco-feminism 
in two separate terms. The first is 


that there is a parallel between the 
way this society treats women and 
the way that it treats the earth. 
And this is shown in expressions 
like “virgin redwoods” and “rape of 
the earth”, for example. The second 
thing, which I think is even more 
important, is the reason for the de- 
struction of nature by this society... 
the suppression of the feminine. 
I’m not saying “all men are bad - 
all women are good.” I define “mas- 
culine traits” as conquering and 
dominance, and “feminine traits” 
as nurturing and life-giving. And I 
think that the masculine traits of 
conquering and dominance are val- 
ued no matter who exhibits them. 
As a macho woman, | can tell you, 
I’ve gotten all kinds of strokes in 
my lifetime because I can get out 
there head to head and be just as 
aggressive as any man. Converse- 
ly, the feminine traits of nurturing 
and life-giving are devalued and 
suppressed in this society, whether 
a man or a woman exhibits them. 
Science is presented to us as 
neutral, as an objective path to 
knowledge, as something that’s 
value-free...But science is not 
value-free...In fact science was 
openly described by its founders 
as a masculine system that pre- 
supposes the separation of people 
from nature and presupposes our 
dominance over nature...I’ll give 
you an example. This is from the 
aptly-named Sir Francis Bacon. He 
said that the scientific method is a 
method of aggression. And here is 
his quote: “...Science is not merely 
a gentle guidance over nature’s 
course. We have the power to con- 
quer and subdue her, to shake her 
to her foundations.” And that the 
purpose of doing this is, “to create 
a blessed race of heroes who would 
dominate both nature and society.” 
...Another ofthe really worst was 
Descartes’ “Cogito Ergo Sum,” “I 
think therefore I am.” He arrived 
at that by trying to prove that he 
existed without referring to any- 
thing around him. The very con- 
cept of that shows a separation 
between self and nature... 
Descartes also named the sci- 
entific method that we learned in 
science class, “scientific reduction- 
ism.” The idea is that in order to 
understand a complex problem, re- 
‘duce it to its simpler form to know 
it, in order to, “render ourselves the 
masters and possessors of nature.” 
However, reductionist science 
has indeed had a lot of success. 
It’s created nuclear bombs, plas- 
tic shrink-wrap, Twinkies, High- 
way 101, all kinds of wonders of 


the earth! But it has not led us to 
a true understanding of nature or 
the earth, because nature’s parts 
are not separate, they are interde- 
pendent. You can’t look at one part 
without looking at the rest, it is all 
inextricably interconnected. The 
way that reductionist science has 
looked at the world has brought us 
antibiotics that create super bacte- 
ria, and flood control methods that 
create huger floods than ever exist- 
ed before and fertilizers that leave 
us with barren soil. These are all 
examples of the defects of a reduc- 
tionist kind of science. 

Eco-feminism...does not seek 
to dominate men as women have 
been dominated under patriarchy. 
Instead, it seeks to find a balance... 
Because this society is hugely out 
of balance, we need a huge rise 
of the feminine. We need a rise of 
individual women, and also a rise 
of feminist ideology among both 
women and men. Fortunately, I 
have seen quite a few changes in 
that direction...1 think that deep 
ecology/biocentrism contradicts 
patriarchy, and to embrace deep 
ecology/biocentrism is to challenge 
the core belief of this masculine, 
scientific system. 


What This Means 
for the Movement 
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revolutionary philosophy is one of 
the reasons Earth First! was tar- 
geted for disruption and annihila- 
tion by the FBI. The fact that we 
did not recognize it as revolution- 
ary is one of the reasons we were 
so unprepared for the magnitude 
of the attack. If we are to continue, 
Earth First! and the entire ecology 
movement must adjust their tac- 
tics to the profound changes that 
are needed to bring society into 
balance with nature. 

One way that we can do this is 
to broaden our focus. Of course, 
sacred places must be preserved, 
and it is éntirely appropriate for 
an ecology movement to center 
on protecting irreplaceable wil- 
derness areas. But to define our 
movement as being concerned with 
“wilderness only,” as Earth First! 
did in the 1980s, is self defeating. 
You cannot seriously address the 
destruction of wilderness without 
addressing the society that is de- 
stroying it. It’s about time for the 
ecology movement (and I’m not just 
talking about Earth First! here) to 
stop considering itself as separate 
from the social justice movement. 


The same power that manifests it- 
self as resource extraction in the 
countryside manifests itself as 
racism, classism, and human ex- 
ploitation in the city. The ecology 
movement must recognize that we 
are just one front in a long, proud, 
history of resistance. 

A revolutionary ecology move- 
ment must also organize among 
poor and working people. With the 
exception of the toxics movement 
and the native land rights move- 
ment most U.S. environmental- 
ists are white and privileged. This 
group is too invested in the system 
to pose it much of a threat. A revo- 
lutionary ideology in the hands of © 
privileged people can indeed bring 
about some disruption and change 
in the system. But a revolutionary 
ideology in the hands of working 
people can bring that system to a 
halt. For it is the working people 
who have their hands on the ma- 
chinery. And only by stopping the 
machinery of destruction can we 
ever hope to stop this madness. 

How can it be that we have 
neighborhood movements focused 
on the disposal of toxic wastes, 
for example, but we don’t have 
a worker’s movement to stop the 
production of toxics? It is only 
when the factory workers refuse to 
make the stuff, it is only when the 
loggers refuse to cut the ancient 
trees, that we can ever hope for 
real and lasting change. This sys- 
tem cannot be stopped by force. 
It is violent and ruthless beyond 
the capacity of any people’s re- 
sistance movement. The only way 
I can even imagine stopping it is 
through massive non-cooperation. 

So let’s keep blocking those 
bulldozers and hugging those 
trees. And let’s focus our cam- 
paigns on the global corporations 
that are really at fault. But we 
have to begin placing our actions . 
in a larger context - the context 
of revolutionary ecology. 


[Note: This article was originally 
written in early 1995. It first ap- 
peared in the Groundhog Day 1995 
edition of Alarm, a journal of revo- 
lutionary ecology. The section on 
patriarchy differs slightly from the 
version in Alarm, as it was updated 
and revised by Judi, and given as 
a talk at the Willits Environmental 
Center in June, 1996. This is an 
abridged version of the edition was 
published in the Mendocino Envit- 
ronmental Center Newsletter issue 
dated September 1997.] 
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Autumn Two Bulls 
is the mother of 
Wakiyan, or Loud 
Brave Thunder, a 
young Oglala Lakota 
protester who was 
maced by police on 
August 26 during 
a march against 
alcohol sales along 
the border of the 
Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation. “My son 
believes in sobriety. 
One thing he told 
me was that Crazy 
Horse, his hero, 
was a sober warrior. 
Crazy horse didn’t 
believe in alcohol 
and he knew what 
was coming because 
he was a spiritual 
man and he stood up 
and fought against 
what was coming.” 
Wakiyan is ten years 
old. Days after the 
protest his vision 
was still blurry from 
the mace. 


Wakiyan takes 
part in traditional 
ceremonies, traveling 
as far away as 
Wyoming to offer 
respect to the sacred, 
to hang prayer flags 
in the presence of 
Mato Tipila, or bear 
lodge, an enormous 
intrusion of igneous 
rock that towers 
over the land like a 
blunted 1,200 foot 
buffalo horn. The 
sacred mountain 
in the Black Hills is 
also known as Devil’s 
Tower in the language 
of the ones who made 
wretched war on the 
Lakota and colonized 
the region. 
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There are four liquor 
stores and only 
fourteen residents in 
the unincorporated 
town of White Clay. 
It exists purely to 
unload alcohol, and 
lots of it. On average, 
the retailers sell 
12,500 cans of beer 
every day, mostly 
to the reservations 
40,000 residents. 
White Clay is 250 
feet from Pine Ridge 
where alcohol is 
forbidden. 
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I’ve always only 
respected and 
prayed for the 

“zombies” of White 
Clay, because some 
of them.are my 
uncles, my grammas, 
or my cousins, a new 
pain hard to see... 
When I used to live 
at home [I live in 
Omaha now) I would 
drive through White 
Clay everyday, early 
in the morning, with 

a cigarette anda 

dream, on my way 
to school, I drove 
through everyday, 
with a fleeting 
moment’s honor, I 
would honk at them; 
~ a small moment of 
honor, a small song 
with one drum beat 
and one sound, a 
death song perhaps, 
I would honor them. 


— Eusua YELLOW THUNDER 


There is a green 
State Highway sign 
near the hamlet of 
Wounded Knee, 18 
miles northeast of 

White Clay that lists 
four possible burial 
sites of Crazy Horse, 
the great Lakota 
warrior. It is believed 
that his family buried 
his bones and his 
heart in the earth 
beside the creek. 
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Crazy Horse malt’ 
liquor first appeared 
in 1992 in New York 

City. Attorney’s 
representing the 
descendants of Crazy 
Horse successfully 
sued the brewing 
company responsible, 
which went out of 

business in 1999. 

Collectors still sell 

cases, from time to 
time, online. 
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For over 100 years 
the women of the 
Oglala Lakota nation 
have been dealing 
with an attack on the 
mind body and spirit 
of their relatives. We 
have been silenced 
through chemical 
warfare waged by 
the corporations who 
are out to exploit and 
make a profit off of 
the suffering and 
misery of our people. 
The time has come 
to end this suffering 
by any means 
necessary. 


— OLOWAN MARTINEZ, 
organizer of the 
Women’s Peace 

March. 
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Numerous 
documented 
complaints have 
been lodged against 
the four liquor 
stores: beer sales to 
Lakota minors; racist 
slurs from the store 
keepers; the trading 
of alcohol for sexual 
favors; the violation 
of open container 
laws at the store 
fronts; the continued 
harassment of the 
Lakota by poisonous 
profiteers. 
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In 1973 several 
hundred Oglala 
Sioux and hundreds 
of others occupied 
the hamlet of 
Wounded Knee with 
rifles and roadblocks. 
Under the banner of 
the American Indian 
Movement (AIM) 
protesters reclaimed 
sovereignty of the 
land-reclaimed the 
spirit of a warrior’s 
revolt. They 
demanded the end 
of corrupt tribal 
government collusion 
with outside and 
moneyed interests, 
the return of the 
Black Hills, and the 
end of strip mining, 
which toxified Lakota 
waters, on their land. 
For 71 days AIM and 
the Lakota held the 
town. U.S. Armed 
Forces, Marshals, the 
National Guard and 
the FBI surrounded 
the uprising, 
cutting electricity 
and food supplies 
to Wounded Knee. 
Buddy Lamont and 
Frank Clearwater, 
both members of 
AIM, were killed 
by machine gun 
fire. Two FBI 
agents fell in open 
gunfights. Twelve 
other members of 
the uprising simply 
disappeared. In the 
end law enforcement 
raided the camp 
and made over 
1,200 arrests. AIM 
organizer, Leonard 
Peltier, received two 
life sentences. Over 
the next few years 
the reservation would 
see more than 60 
unsolved murders of 
tribal members. 
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Every year, the 
Lakota and other 
First Nation peoples 
commemorate the 
73 uprising. It’s not 
uncommon to see 
USS. flags displayed 
upside down. 
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I was also taught 
that the American 
flag upside down is 
our right. That when 
our ancestors rode 
off with this flag 
at the Battle of the 
Greasy Grass [aka 
Custer’s Last Stand] 
it became ours. 


— OLoWAN MAartINEz. 
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Police sprayed mace 
from their cars, 
disabling marchers, 
elders, children, 
anyone-a chemical 
drive by. 
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In 1890, hundreds 
of famished 
Minneconjou Sioux 
were murdered by 
the U.S. Seventh 
Cavalry in the dead 
of winter at Wounded 
Knee, 18 miles from 
White Clay. Old 


' photos capture the 


scene of the genocide 
in the frozen snow. 
With the thaw, the 
blood made its way 
to the creek. 
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Along with 10 
year old Wakiyan, 
veterans of the 
‘73 uprising, 
protesters from AIM 
grassroots, Deep 
Green Resistance 
(DGR), Un-Occupy 
Albuquerque, 
Occupy Lincoln 
and Native Youth 
Movement (NYM) 
joined women 
from the Oglala 
Lakota nation for 
the Women’s Peace 
March on White 
Clay. Members of 
DGR closed down 
Nebraska Highway 
87 for six hours 
by linking arms in 
fortified pvc tubes, 
laying in the road. 
Elders and youth 


support—water, 
shade, drums. 
Some stood with 
ceremonial staffs 
between the 
protesters and the 
police. The action 
cut off sales at 
the liquor stores 
to the tune of five 


grand. This is 
the second such 
highway blockade 
this summer. 
Autumn Two Bulls 
publicly thanked 
the activists for 
showing solidarity 
with the Lakota 
people noting that 
active unity across 
cultural lines would 


bring results. One of 
the members of DGR 
noted that the group 


is honored to follow 


the leadership of the 


Lakota. According 
to a published DGR 
code of conduct, 
“Non-indigenous 
members of DGR 
remember that we 
are living on stolen 


land in the midst of 
provided them with an ongoing genocide. 


The task of the 
non-indigenous is 
to build solidarity 

with indigenous 


people in defending 
the land, preserving 
traditional cultures, 


and protecting 
sacred ceremonies 
from exploitation.” 
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There was a woman 
with an infant in 
her arms who was 
killed as she almost 
touched the flag of 
truce, and the women 
and children of 
course were strewn 
all along the circular 
village until they 
were dispatched. 
Right near the flag 
of truce a mother 
was shot down with 
her infant; the child 
not knowing that its 
mother was dead 
was still nursing, 
and that especially 
was a very sad 
sight. The women 
as they were fleeing 
with their babes 
were killed together, 
shot right through, 
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Nearly twenty years 
before the massacre 
at Wounded Knee, 
Crazy Horse led a 
successful coalition 
war party against the 
7th Cavalry of the 
U.S. Army, which’ 
included 700 soldiers 
and one General 
George Custer at 
the battle of Little 
Bighorn in Montana. 


and the women who 
were very heavy 
with child were also 
killed. All the Indians 
fled in these three 
directions, and after 
most all of them had 
been killed a cry was 
made that all those 
who were not killed 
or wounded should 
come forth and they 
would be safe. Little 
boys who were not 
wounded came out 
of their places of 
refuge, and as soon 
as they came in sight 
a number of soldiers 
surrounded them and 
butchered them there. 


— Testimony of 
American Horse to 
the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, 1891. 
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Every year tribal 
members reenact 
their ancestors’ 
victory against 
Custer in a grand 
celebration on 
horseback. 
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One year after 
the victory, as 
the story goes, 
Crazy Horse was 
fatally wounded in 
Nebraska, resisting 
imprisonment. 
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Crazy Horse 
malt liquor has 
a Facebook page 
in disturbing 
memoriam. 


Though the Lakota 
struggle to rid 
their community of 
outside poisons has 


existed since the first 


European traders 
arrived in their land 
with small pox and 
* liquor, the recent 

skirmishes were 

reignited in 1999. 

Two tribal members, 
Ron Hard Heart 
and Wally Black Elk 
Jr., were killed near 

White Clay, their 

deaths unsolved. 

Marches, protests, 

blockades and 
legislative hearings 
in Nebraska called 
into question the 
legality and morality 
of liquor sales in 
the region. 


2| 


According to 


Re-Member, a non- 


profit working on 
the reservation, 
Pine Ridge boasts 
some rather 
painful statistics: 
alcoholism in up 
to 80 percent of 
the community; 1 
in 4 infants suffer 
the effects of fetal 
alcohol syndrome; 
the lowest life 
expectancy rate 
in the U.S., 
second lowest 
in the Western 
Hemisphere; high 
rates of cancer, 
diabetes, suicide. 


. Wakiyan: 
Alcoholism ain’t 


right. It kills a lot of 


our relatives. 
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The Oglala Sioux 


tribe filed a lawsuit 
in February, 2012 


seeking $500 


million in damages 


from the four 


establishments and 
the nation’s biggest 


breweries. 
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The area around 
White Clay has a 
history rooted in 
illegal liquor sales. 
In 1882, at the 
behest of Oglala 
elders and the U.S. 
Indian agent in 
the territory; U.S. 
President Chester 
Arthur ordered 
that a buffer zone 
be put in place in 
Nebraska, south 
of the reservation, 
between illegal 
whisky peddlers 
and the Lakota. 
Known as the White 
Clay Extension, 
the fifty square 
mile area was later 
incorporated into 
the reservation 
then offered up 
into public domain, 
precipitating a land 
grab by whites. 
Liquor licenses 
followed shortly 
after—its original 
purpose turned 
upside-down. 


The growing alliance 
in defense of 
Lakota sovereignty, 
uniting DGR, the 
occupy movement 
and indigenous 
resistance, both 
broadly, under the 
banner of AIM, 
and locally, with 
the descendants 
and veterans of 
the ‘73 uprising, 
is promising to the 
resistance-terrifying 
to authority. 
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DGR is amovement return to the land 


built upon Derrick 
Jensen’s critique 
of industrial 
civilization and 
his premises for a 
return to a healthy 
humanity and 
planet, spelled out 


his book End Game. 


In essence, Jensen 
has called for the 
deliberate toppling 
of industrialism 
and militarism, 
power-grids, dams, 
monoculture, 
patriarchy, and the 
dominant culture 
of contemporary 
city-states—for a 


and the land-based 
community. In his 
books Jensen calls 
for a new warrior 
ethos amongst 
environmentalists, 
for a serious 
resistance prepared 
to meet a serious 
and terrifying 
enemy, a resistance 
akin to the French 
underground during 
WWII, the Spanish 
anarchists in the 
time of Franco, 
or the Lakota 
Sioux in the time 
of Crazy Horse. 
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It was Custer’s Last 
Stand, sure, but 
not the last stand 
of Manifest Destiny, 
which eventually 


had its way and 
still does. 


Until it kills itself, 
or something 
else does. 


Russ McSpadden is 
a part of the editorial 
collective of the 
Earth First! Journal 
and Newswire. 
He has worked 
on grassroots 
biodiversity, human 
and indigenous 
rights campaigns 
across the United 
States and has 
taken part in tree- 
sits, power plant 
blockades and 
late night political 
rants about the 
beauty of the stars 
and the detritus of 
civilization. He can 
be reached at russ@ 
EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL. ORG 
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BY Britni M. Hiatr 


All human forms of oppression are 
integral. Yet, voices deviating from 
the white heteronormative male 
have been under-represented for 
too long in the environmental move- 
ment. In the contemporary strug- 
gle for ecological and social justice, 
which ultimately involves a move- 
ment against the domination of the 
Earth, we must be active agents 
who think critically about disman- 
tling social injustice in terms of 
race, gender and sexuality, with 
sensitivity to how the resistance 
and movement of this revolution 
will manifest differently around the 
world. Eco-feminism is a necessary 
perspective on how to incorporate 
social and eco-justice effectively. 

There is a longstanding history 
of sexism, racism and imperialism 
that has informed environmental 
devastation and, as an extension 
of that same history, the environ- 
mental movement itself. In combat 
of these oppressions, Karen Warren 
says eco-feminists find “important 
connections between the domination 
of women (and other human subor- 
dinates) and the domination of na- 
ture,” and that a “failure to recognize 
these connections results in inade- 
quate feminisms, environmentalism, 
and environmental philosophy.” It is 
not immediately apparent who War- 
ren refers to as the other human 
subordinates, yet we can infer that 
they include people of color, LGBTQI 
(lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, transgender, 
queer, intersexual) identifying peo- 
ples and others subject to violence 
and marginalization in society. Rec- 
ognizing the connections between 
different forms of oppression does 
not mean equating them, for they 
have similar yet divergent histories. 

But these histories of domination 
are alive within us, and intersect as 
they are acted out daily. With toxic 
waste facilities, pollution emissions 
and health risks from air pollution 
disproportionately affecting commu- 
nities of color; race, class, gender, 
and sexuality are all at play. As bell 
hooks says in Feminism Is For Eve- 
rybody, a “feminist revolution alone 
will not... end racism, class elitism, 
imperialism [and homophobia].” In- 
tersectionalities, therefore, create 
the need to recognize how the con- 


Eico-Feminism, 


temporary environmental movement 
must be careful not to make sweep- 
ing generalizations about oppressed 
people, or assume that their strug- 
gles are all the same. 

Confronting histories of domina- 
tion that we find intact in the form 
of binary fallacies is necessary in 
understanding the history of patriar- 
chal domination. The rhetoric we use 
to describe gender and nature reflect 
this history. In Eve as Nature Caro- 
lyn Merchant states, “Symbols such 
as nature and culture or maleness 
and femaleness are not binary oppo- 
sites with universal meanings encod- 
ed into the very ‘essence’ of what it 
means to be aman or women.” The 
dualisms of “human/nature, male/ 
female, reason/emotion, civilization / 
primitive, mind/body and mental/ 
manual have ‘naturalized’ the domi- 
nation of nature, of women, of race 
and of class.” Similarly, we find that 
“the mind/body dualism that long 
underpinned Western culture made 
males the guardians of culture and 
the things of the mind, while it asso- 
ciated females with the frailties and 
contingencies of the mortal body” 
and nature. 

For example, William O’Brien ex- 
amines film depictions of land as 
female in his 2007 article on the 
US Army Corps’ dam(n) projects in 
south Florida. The characterization 
of the area as “wild” and needing 
to be tamed is a direct example of 
how Western media justifies to the 
public reasons why exploiting the 
land for human development and 
capital is a fair endeavor. Similarly 
reinforcing the idea of nature as fe- 
male and male as master in Carolyn 
Merchant’s account of Joe Knowles’ 
Alone in the Wilderness, we see the 
Western urbanite male attempting 
to return to “virgin” nature and to 
“restore the frontier ruggedness lost 
to the soft, civilized, city life also 
gendered as female.” Thus we see 
time and again that the domination 
of land and female bodies are linked 
in history and rhetoric. 

As Eco-feminist Ynestera King dis- 
covers, the “connecting of women 
and nature has lent itself to a ro- 
manticization of women as good, 
and as apart from all the dastardly 
deeds of men and culture. The prob- 


Anti-Oppression, 


and Movement Building 


lem is that history, power, women 
and nature are all a lot more com- 
plicated than that.” All are steeped 
in patriarchal socialization and 
each of us carries the brand of 
patriarchal domination. We can 
all be dominators— even as we at- 
tempt to be liberators- as women 
of color have vocalized, advancing 
the discourse away from the in- 
clusive ‘sisterhood’ white feminists 
once heralded. In the essay Eco/ 
feminism and rewriting the ending 
of feminism: From the Chipko move- 
ment to Clayoquot Sound, Niamh 
Moore wrote about assumed “glob- 
al sisterhood,” an _ essentialized 
romanticism of the female-bodied 
experience perpetuated by white 
feminists, in the contemporary en- 
vironmental movement. Instead of 
“attempting to make our identities 
less complex by emphasizing what 
we have in common... we should 
also pay attention to the differences 
among us.” It is those very differ- 
ences in identity that make up the 
complexities of our loyalties and 
direct action interests in the envi- 
ronmental movement. Strategizing 
locally and based on social and eco- 
justice principles is what will make 
the environmental movement effec- 
tive and strong. 

We seek to step down from hier- 
archical power relations, therefore 
one cause or narrative is not enough 
because, King says, “the goals of 
feminism, ecology and movements 
against racism and for the survival 
of indigenous peoples are internally 
related and must be understood and 
pursued together in a worldwide... 
movement” of social and eco-justice 
with relevance to specific region’s in- 
dividual adversities. 

If we learn one thing from the 
eco-feminist perspective, let it be 
that without structural change in 
our social lives, only a privileged 
few will benefit from an environ- 
mental movement. Widening the 
narrow gap of privilege by allow- 
ing a few more in will simply not do 
because all forms of social oppres- 
sion are a threat to environmental 
justice. After-all, what stake in a 
healthy Earth do we have if not to 
co-habit and prosper within it? 


SATE Ty AA LL EE 
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Continued from page 32... 


The concept of infinite recursion applies to our 
industrialized society. The things we encounter and 
engage with in our “civilized” world are either 1} other 
humans or 2) things humans have created (i.e. our 
buildings, cities, popular culture, philosophies, modern 
languages, sciences, etc) 


Imagine yourself standing before a mirror, with a second 
mirror behind you. You see a reflection of a reflection of 
a reflection of a reflection, onward toward the limit of per- 
ception. Strange things happen in this infinite recursion... 
Small changes, micro-movements, become massively 
amplified within this closed loop. 


In nature, from a molecular level to a galaxy, fhe small 
interactions between many beings give rise to an‘emergent 
complexity and strength, an ever-expanding chaos and 
vibrancy, a web of ever-more- complicated and entangled 
s of interconnected relationships: 4.6 billion years of 
. Life. 


Small changes in infinite, eternally-reflective structures 

create a similar complexity, but on a more ineffable scale. 
The mutation is akin to cells becoming cancerous within a 

body. Homogeneity. Hating ourselves. Killing that which 

gi us life. 


The misanthropic regard to humanity as a pathological 
infestation on the ear th, unfortunately common itt radical 
environmentalist dialogue, is informed not of a visionary 
stance of biocentrism or deep ecology, but as a reactionary 
stance to a system indoctrinating an “us and them” 

ption of our reality in relation to other beings. In 

me way that we must tear down fences and borders 
and walls to politicize the sacredness of place, so too 
must we smash the mirror behind us in the infinite 
loop of our supposed reality. 


We must love something a great deal to fight for it with 
our lives. We must love ourselves to love anything, and 
we must know ourselves to love ourselves. Furthermore, 
to win, we must see ourselves in other living beings, and 
see them in us. 


Or think of it this way: Social inequity is, in itself, a 
form of ecological imbalance. Exploitation is always the 
exploitation of a resource. Arguably the first resource 
that needs to be removed from the chains of an imperial 
market and restored to the web of life in order to stop 
industrialism is human labor. One of the most painful 
and blatant historical examples of this is evident in the 
transatlantic Slave trade, in which industrially extracting 
people from their land, culture and language sped up 
world-wide eco-destruction exponentially. 


VE VERY 
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Decolonization is not a metaphor. 
Anti-oppression, indigenous solidarity, 
and collective liberation are not 
merely the thematic content of this 
issue of this magazine, but rather 
the hinge by which the evolution of 
our movement strategy must. turn. 


But we must do so mindfully. Because industrialization 
and colonialism have been formed in an entangled 
triad structure of settler-native-slave}, the decolonial 
desires of white, non-white, immigrant, postcolonial, 
and oppressed people, can similarly be entangled in 
resettlement, reoccupation, and re-inhabitation that 

force the fascist fuckin’ system we find ourselves 
enveloped in! 


Will we burn down the feeble illusions proliferating 
this ludicrous game or continue to play, and lose’ 


Praxis is defined as theory, or ideas, in action. 

Because our theory is direct action, we must continue 

to move towards meaningful potential alliances and a 

coalescence of our common endeavors. We must use 
the strength we all know we have in our hearts and 

# minds to stop the machine that is destroying us, 
connect the dots between the war on human dignity 
and ecological collapse, and attack our common 
oppressors. We do not have a choice. The entire Earth 
and all of its beings are what’s at stake if we cannot 

or will not take this as our life’s purpose. 


Challenge everything! Decolonize everywhere! 

The time on the world clock is now to unify around 
our common goal as living beings on this planet, to 
put an end to the end of history! Hone the weapons 
of biocentrism, anti-oppression, deep ecology, and 
solidarity. Eco-Liberation! Earth First! en 


The author would like to recognize the following 
thinkers/ movements that concepts, wisdom, and 
inspiration were drawn from for this editorial: 


| Movement Generation, Catalyst Project, EZLN, 
Critical Resistance, Grace Lee Boggs, Idle No 
More, Communities for a Better Environment, 
and many others in the class struggle... 
Thank you! 


in Coa OUNTrY: 


An Interview with Beth Stephens and Annie Sprinkle 
BY Russ McSpaDDEN 


When I was a youngster I once heard a wildcat in the deep timber of the Allegheny ridges 
scream like a devil. Bouncing from hemlock to pine to walnut, the sound filled me with a 
strange physical fear and longing. Grandma sat me down and I learned my first shocking bit 
about mountain romance. That cat was moaning in wild lust. “Might even love on a boar by that 
sound,” she said. I’d never considered sex before (I don’t think), but my first mental taste of it 
came from her describing a flesh pile of hundreds of love-making salamanders, one of her dogs 
wooed away by a pack of feral, amorous mutts that roamed her holler and the monogamous 
behavior of bobwhite quail compared to the misadventures of various members of our family. 
She also told me—without fear. of contradiction of her devout Christian belief—that the moun- 
tains breathed; loved and lived, that she spoke with them, that they spoke back. She said she 
could feel the Appalachian Mountains alive in her own body. 

And if the mountains are erotic, there’s something to be said about the cultural body of that 
region. I’d guess it’s in the closeness of weathered hands to sticky soil, of fingers dipping in for 
ginseng picking, of rabbit rearing and wild flower collecting in springtime. It’s in the handling of 
snakes at church, the experience of miners deep in the seams of ancient life and in the bodies 
of those who are fighting to save the world’s oldest mountains. 

Of course, I never put my finger on any ideas of an erotic mountain, not enough to commit 
it to conversation or print at least, until I met the works of Beth Stephens and Annie Sprinkle. 
They've spent the last several years re-imagining the old paradigm of Mother Earth as Lover 
Earth, explaining through art, activism and education that a sexual relationship to the Earth is 
within us. They've also been confronting mountain top removal mining in Appalachia by defend- 
ing their paramour. 

Beth Stephens, a professor at UC Santa Cruz, along with her wife, the former porn star turned 
Ph.D sexologist, Annie Sprinkle, have been researching sexecology (a term they coined) as it 
relates to mountain life and coal in Appalachia over the last three years. Beth’s new feature 
length film Goodbye Gauley Mountain, An EcoSexual Love Story is, as she describes it, the first 
“queer film about the horrors of mountain-top removal mining, about the beauty of the region, 
and about our sexual connection to it.” 

Beth was born in Montgomery, West Virginia and raised further up the river towards Gau- 
ley Bridge, progeny to a long line of miners and mountain folk. She grew up in the forests and 
fossil-fuel extraction sites of Appalachia. Following her artistic dreams, she left the trappings of 
racism and heterosexism in Appalachia to New York and San Francisco where she married the 
Earth, the Sea and Annie more than fifteen times. Now the two have joined the ranks of envi- 
ronmental activists working to confront King Coal in a quickly flattening range. Beth and Annie 
are out “ecosexuals,” a term they use to describe their lust and connection to the wilder world. 

Over the course of several conversations by phone and in person we discussed sex, nature, 
hillbillies, coal, civil disobedience, art and love. 
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RM: For seven years you two com- 
bined art and ceremony in weddings 
to each other, the Earth, the moun- 
tains, the sea and so on. How did 
this idea of marrying the Earth come 
about? 


BS: We began articulating ecosexu- 
ality and sexecology in the green 
year of our seven year cycle, when 
we married the Earth. It took us a 
year to really understand how im- 
portant ecosexuality is to the Love 
Art Laboratory, which is what we 
call our version of the Seven Years of 
Living Art project that was inspired 
by artist Linda Montano. 

At our wedding in 2008 the homily 
was essentially about soil and one of 
the horrific things about MTRisitjust 
destroys all the topsoil forever. And 
that’s the role these weddings play, 
a dedication to environmentalism. 
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RM: And so you married the Appala- 
chian Mountains? 


BS: Yeah, the wedding to the moun- 
tains was in some ways the most 
down home and intimate wedding 
we have had to date. It was incred- 
ible in terms of bringing together 
activists, artists, sex workers and 
students to voice their opposition 
to mountain top removal and their 
love for the Appalachian Mountains. 
Larry Gibson, a leading activist of 
the anti-MTR movement, delivered 
the homily; and Joseph Kramer, a 
visionary pioneer in the world of sex- 
ology, led Annie and I in the wedding 
vows; but many others, including 
members of my West Virginia fam- 
ily, witnessed and took vows to love, 
honor and protect the Appalachian 
Mountains. Our film ends with 
the wedding as a performance that 


opens up spaces of imagining new 
ways to be in relationship with the 
Earth other than an exploitative one 
where we are blowing the tops off 
mountains to gain cheap electricity. 


RM: And you two actually married 
coal too? 


BS: While we were in Spain we had a 
wedding to coal in the city of Gijon, 
in the northern state of Asturias. 
Our wedding was in a tent in a fair 
at a festival called Semana Negra. 

This wedding featured a lot of an- 
archist artists, poets and perform- 
ers. In the end Annie and I were ly- 
ing in a bed of coal, naked and the 
wedding performers surrounded 
us. They then placed pieces of coal 
dipped in blood on our bodies. As- 
turias, the coal mining region of 
Spain, reminded me a great deal of 
West Virginia. 

Our audience was composed of 
people from town and the front 
row was filled with old women who 
looked as if they completely disap- 
proved of what we were doing during 
our two-hour wedding performance. 
I thought they were going to tar and 
feather us as we had heard many 
stories about how the Spanish gov- 
ernment was afraid of the miners 
because the miners controlled the 
explosives (for mining) and were po- 
litical radicals. 

But lo and behold after our vows 
were made to help keep the coal in 
the Earth, we recessed to the out- 
side of the tents, barely wrapped in 
our too small wedding sheets and 
the very stern looking ladies of the 
town joined us in singing traditional 
mining songs. It was wild, beauti- 
ful and really moving. Our sheets 
fell off and no one missed a beat. 
Viva Santa Barbara! Vivia Las 
Novias! Singing naked with all of 
these old miners’ wives at a fair in 
Gijon was perhaps the most wild 
thing I’ve done in spite of my more 
seemingly wild escapades. 

The energy was orgasmic as it 
really seemed that anything could 
happen. And I think the Earth must 
have loved it too. 


RM: Tell me about the making of 
_your mountain top removal film, 
Goodbye Gauley Mountain. 


BS: We are trying to foster sexual 
love and care for the environment. 
Its not porn. It’s the kind of love one 
feels as a kid. The cinematographer 


and producer, Jordan Freeman, has 


connections with Climate Ground 
Zero and Earth First! 

We are trying to show the moun- 
tains, the history of mining in the 
mountains and why the mountains 
are worth saving, because they are 
great lovers. And you can really ac- 
cess this as an eco-sexual. It’s a 
political strategy but also a strat- 
egy based on love. We are trying to 
open up new spaces for people to 
reengage with the horrific reality of 
MTR without being overcome with 
despair. Because I feel that so many 
movies about MTR, though incred- 
ibly important, leave no space for 
joy or laughter or really deeply ex- 
perience the kind of beauty and love 
and sensuality of the mountains. 
We are really trying to look at those 
aspects of the mountains as a way 
of getting people active to stop this 
horrific practice. 

It’s a comic-tragic film, but the hu- 
mor is to open peoples’ hearts again. 
It’s about the humor of Appalachia 
which is a very fun and funny place. 
The region is always portrayed as 
this downtrodden dark place where 
if you don’t watch out someone will 
start playing the banjo and rape you, 
which isn’t true. That’s the stereo- 
type that enables our country to use 
the region as a sacrifice zone. Those 
stereotypes have been used to dis- 
count Appalachia and the culture. 
But hillbillies are great. Hillbillies 
are people who love their land. 


RM: Beth, lots of law enforcement 
and pro-mine people complain that 
the activists that confront moun- 
taintop removal mining are outsid- 
ers, radicals with no roots in the re- 
gion, with no knowledge or care of 
mining or the local economy. What 
about your connections to Appala- 
chia? 


BS: There is one scene where I sing 
the state anthem of West Virginia to 
the police while activists are locked 
to barrels of concrete in protest. 
This is to counter the accusation 
that only outsiders are coming in 
to fight this. I learned that song in 
second grade, and to sing it to state 
troopers who seem to not know it de- 
bunks the idea that only outsiders 
fight MTR. : 

I was born in West Virginia. My 
mother’s family was from the Blue 
Ridge Mountains of western Virginia 
but when times got hard we moved 
to West Virginia to work for the Ko- 
ppers company store in Kimberly, 
a few miles away from Montgomery 
in Fayette County, in the middle of 
the coalfields. My father’s family was 
from the upper peninsula of Michi- 
gan where they worked in the cop- 
per mines. They had been miners in 


Cornwall England for generations 
before they immigrated to the United 
States. My grandfather had been a 
miner and then a blacksmith, before 
he moved to WV to start a machining 
business based on a coal mining bit 
that he had invented. : 


RM: Can you describe your own 
erotic feelings about growing up in 
the mountains? 


BS: My own imaginative capabili- 
ties were a steaming compost heap 
of ecosexual possibilities - com- 
pounded by the hell and brimstone 
sermons I was subjected to at the 
Baptist church where my stepmoth- 
er would drag us on Sundays. By 
the time I was old enough to begin 
getting sex talks punctuated by the 
guilt of being a young woman in a 
“man’s world,” I knew that sex was 
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powerful and intriguing even as it 
was forbidden until sanctified by 
marriage. I couldn’t wait to have it 
but I also wasn’t in a terrible hurry 
because I also knew that I experi- 
enced a great deal of sensual pleas- 
ure in skinny dipping in the lakes, 
streams and rivers in West Virginia, 
in sunbathing outside naked and in 
just being in my young body. I just 
knew it felt good. My ecosexuality 
began when I was old enough to play 
outside in the woods, which is where 
I spent most of my time during my 
early childhood. It wasn’t until I was 
in my late forties and had married 
the Earth with Annie Sprinkle that 
I began calling myself an ecosexual. 


RM: Do you believe that one’s sexu- 
ality is rooted in place, based on the 
environment one lives in? 


BS: I do believe that sexuality is 
rooted in place... For instance as a 
young woman first becoming sexu- 
ally active and living in the country, 
I had a lot of sex outside in nature-- 
sex was inspired by the nature that 
was all around. Whereas when I be- 
gan coming out as a lesbian-I lived 
in the sex radical city of Boston-and 
there it was easy to meet partners 
at lesbian bars or in consciousness 
raising groups. As far as I know my 
sexual evolution could have never 
developed the way that it has with- 
out my being in the places that I in- 
habited. For instance I met Annie in 
NYC in the early nineties in graduate 
school. This was an especially fertile 
time for discussions, political action 
and art making around queer rep- 
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resentation and Annie was making 
work that was all about taking con- 
trol of how the sexual female body 
would be represented while prac- 
ticing a variety of sexualities. Her 
work could not have been produced 
in rural areas at that time (or really 
even now) because the zeitgeist that 
helped generate her work was driven 
by her support group Club 90, Act 
Up and the AIDS crises, the feminist 
porn wars, out queer communities 
and the New York art scene, which 
nurtured the dialogs about all of 
these things. 


RM: How did you learn about moun- 
tain top removal? 


BS: Its so weird. I can’t believe I 
didn’t catch on to how serious MTR 
was until relatively late, 2006-2007, 
when I flew in to West Virginia dur- 
ing the day. I usually flew in there at 
night. It was late in the game. A lot of 
mountains had been destroyed and 
I wasn’t aware of it. I thought they 
weren’t stripping mining as much. 
When I grew up there they used to 
strip mine in broad daylight in view of 
everyone. And the MTR stuff is much 
more hidden, but once you get up 
in the air it’s everywhere. It’s like a 
plague. I flipped out when I saw what 
was happening to the mountains. 


RM: Is eco-sexual a term that serves 
as an identity, like homosexual or 


- heterosexual, or is it an artistic or 


political statement? What does it 
mean to be an out eco-sexual? 


BS: We definitely take the term eco- 


sexual to heart. We didn’t make up 
the term ecosexual. We came up 
with sexecology where sexology and 
ecology intersect. And that’s a term 
of identity but also a political and 
artistic stance. Its like homosexual, 
you can use it as an identity but also 
as a political stance. Ecosexuality is 
also definitely an artistic stance, ina 
lot of ways that term has allowed our 
imaginations to go free, around what 
weddings could be and what kinds 
of performance art we could make. 
And this is of course political. I think 
of it also as a spiritual practice. 
What I find that’s really nice about 
the term is that it can exist harmo- 
niously with any other sexuality. It 
plays into even greater diversity. 


RM: Can you tell me how people in 
the queer community have respond- 
ed to the idea of ecosexuality? 


BS: Most folks in the queer commu- 
nity that I hang out in love the idea 
of ecosexuality. But then so do my 
bi-sexual, heterosexual as well as 
my asexual and polysexual friends. 
This is one of the greatest things 
about being an ecosexual-you can 
still maintain your queer, bi, poly, 
hetero or any other identity affilia- 
tion that you are into and also be 
ecosexual. Ecosexuality is a very 
big, loving, inclusive tent. 


RM: How receptive have mainstream 
environmentalists been to these 
concepts? 


AS: They think we are pretty weird 
at first, until they hear more and 
they begin to get it. 


BS: It really depends. Environmen- 
talists that want to somehow get 
rewards and be really well behaved, 
thinking the government is going to 
smile down on them and enforce the 
Clean Water Act and don’t want to 
mix sex into anything aren’t going to 
like us. 

But the more radical environmen- 
talists who know that this probably 
isn’t going to happen, embrace us 


in really nice ways. Mixing sex and 
ecology is a very dicey endeavor and 
we know that we are going to alien- 
ate some people. We live in a very 
sexphobic culture. I think there 
are a lot of similarities between the 
worlds of sex and sexuality and the 
world of ecology. 


RM: And you two have actually spent 
time with the folks of the RAMPs 
campaign, the people who use civil 
disobedience, tree sits, sit ins, etc to 
confront MTR. 


BS: Yes, and we even received a 
lesson in tree climbing. A person 
named Grumbles taught me how to 
tree climb. Grumbles is the Robert 
Redford of environmental activism. 
Tree sitting. is like very sexy deep 
tree hugging. You really develop ar 
intimate relationship with trees. I 
mean, people risking their bodies 
and lives to try to save the Earth is 
pretty fucking sexy. 


AS: Yeah, its like bondage for a cause. 


‘All those chains and harnesses and 


ropes, chaining yourself to an earth 
moving machine or strapping into 
a tree, that is really sexy. And you 
know we were at the March on Blair 
Mountain and were the drivers in the 
caravan of cars taking the RAMPS ac- 
tivists to shut down the Hobet mine 
in protest this summer. Its funny be- 


cause as a sex positive porn star I’ve | 


fought to keep my top off, but now 
I’m fighting to keep mountain tops 
on. I have since long championed al- 
ternative kinds of porn. Now I’m com- 
ing out as an anti-porn person, be- 
cause porn takes so much electricity 
to run, and electricity is made largely 
from coal, and coal mining is destroy- 
ing the mountains. All the technology 
is wonderful, but it is also contribut- 
ing to massive pollution. I say lets get 
rid of porn and go fuck in the woods. 
Let’s go to live sex shows in nature as 
an alternative to porn! 


RM: How many environmentalists 
are closet mysophiliacs (folks that 
get turned on by dirt) or have a 
hopeless fetish of the Earth? 


BS: In my lifetime our society has 
become a society that suffers from 
automysophobia complete with all 
of the weird disinfectants that are 
in everything from toothpaste, dish- 
washing detergent to deodorants. It 
is as if dirt or smelling like a living or- 
ganism is the worst social/sanitary 
offense that could exist. One of the 
most revealing posts on the RAMPS 
Facebook page during the time when 
RAMPS was preparing to walk onto a 
MTR site was from a MTR supporter 
who wrote that the women activists 
are “hairy, smelly” and that they 
“don’t shave their pussies” as if these 
were the worst insults that could be 
hurled. The fact is that without dirt 
and maybe a little body odor here 
and there we can’t live, move, sweat, 
grow food or have the kind of diverse 
ecosystems that most environmen- 
talists are fighting to maintain and 
save. In fact, not conforming to dom- 
inant culture’s germ and dirt phobic 
mandates is an act of resistance and 
agency. Being into dirt is a celebra- 
tion of life as opposed to killing every 
unwanted microbe or organism that 
does not conform to our notions of 
cleanliness and sanitation. As far as 
getting turned on by dirt or filth, it 
depends on how literally one defines 
dirt and/or filth. 

Ecofeminists have said for a long 
time that the body, the female body 
and the black body and the queer 
body have been aligned with earth- 
bound, laborious enterprises and 
the white male body is aligned with 
the intellectual, empirical knowl- 
edge process which is revered in this 


western society, and the minute the 
body is involved things get dirty and 
people get uncomfortable. 

There is a wonderful book by a wom- 
an named Rebecca Scott called Re- 
moving Mountains and it’s all about 
how the hillbilly body is seen as an 
animal. And the minute you can cat- 
egorize a body as animal, you can 
begin to strip away their humanity, 
because they are not that ideal hu- 
man, just as the Earth or animals 
are not that ideal human. 

I get turned on by sex workers, queers 
and environmentalists as well as by 
trees, compost in gardens and big 
unfiltered bodies of water like rivers 
and oceans. In the social hierarchy of 
US society all of these folks and enti- 
ties are considered dirty. “Dirt poor” 
is a term that those higher on the 
economic ladder use to define people 
at the economic bottom—environ- 
mentalists are often labeled “dirty en- 
vironmentalists” by the corporations 
that are destroying the earth. Sex is 
“dirty.” Untamed nature is consid- 
ered dirty and therefore dangerous, 
and so on. Western Christian society 
has always privileged the notion that 
“cleanliness is next to godliness” and 
this notion continues to permeate 
our binary hierarchies regarding who 
is or is not human and does or does 
not deserve the privileges afforded 
to the highest ranking humans. An- 
nie and I like to get dirty—does that 
make us a mysophliacs?? I’m sure it 
does in the imagination of this auto- 
mysophobic culture. Maybe we are. 


For more info on Sex Ecology, SEXECOL- 
OGY.ORG, on Radical Action for Mountain 
Peoples Survival, RAMPSCAMPAIGN.ORG 
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sToRY BY Matt KEENE | PAINTING BY JILL LAVETSKY 


Si) Earth First! Journal 4 Brigid 2013 


Shortly before the Silver River joins with the Ocklawaha River, the 
current on the Ocklawaha slows to a trickle. It might not even trickle, 
really, but I was not willing to stop paddling to see how slow it flowed. 
I was ready for the Silver to penetrate the Ocklawaha. I was ready to slide 
into its current, to feel its flow wrap around my kayak and push me to new 
horizons. The Silver, after all, is no ordinary Florida river. Its source, the 
iconic Silver Springs, is one of the largest natural artesian wells in the 
world. The springs discharge 550 million gallons of crystal clear water 
every day, enough water to supply the entire city of New York. Straight 
from the Florida Aquifer, this water rushes down the Silver carving deep 
pools along its winding banks until it floods into the Ocklawaha. 

Every paddle stroke was bringing me closer and closer to this crystal 
world. The water underneath my kayak became saturated with clarity 
as the Silver diffused into the murky tannins of the Ocklawaha. 


Turtles slipped off logs in front 
of me, their hazy shadows sink- 
ing through the water column. Lily 
pads danced along the riverbanks, 
their long, slender stalks twist- 
ing and swaying below. Florida 
gar poked in and out of the stalks, 
camouflaged by the shadows cast 
by the lily pads above. An alliga- 
tor raked itself off the riverbank, 
plunging in to the Ocklawaha. It 
sank towards the sandy bottom of 
the river, swimming with a serpen- 
tine grace that few ever see. The 
piercing waters of the Silver be- 


came a lens, focusing the aquatic 


life hidden beneath the Ocklawaha. 

The Silver is the most significant 
tributary to the Ocklawaha, which 
continues another 38 miles along 
the very edge of Ocala National 
Forest, silently slipping past bird 
rookeries, long leaf pine forests 
and cypress sloughs. The river 
comes to an abrupt halt, however, 
when it smashes into Kirkpatrick 
Dam, an earthen dam designed to 
stop the river’s natural flow. The 
dam causes a 20 square mile, 
13,000 acre pile-up, and is the 
principal culprit in the flooding 
of over 9,000 acres of cypress for- 
est, an area known locally as the 
“Drowned Forest.” 

From the dam, the wounded 
Ocklawaha limps along, finally 
reaching the mighty north-flowing 
St Johns River, and together they 
continue the long journey towards 
the Atlantic Ocean. All together, 
the waterways of the Ocklawaha, 
Silver and St Johns flow past most 
of Central, and all of Northeast, 
Florida, trying to survive alongside 
the increasing pressures of over 
one and a quarter million people. 

I was kayaking the length of 


the Ocklawaha River with fellow: 


paddling partner, Ryan Cantey. 
Three months earlier, we had pad- 
dled the entire 310 miles of the St 
Johns River, and now it was time 
to explore the rest of the St Johns 
River system and experience the 
tributaries that impact its flow. 
The Ocklawaha is the major tribu- 
tary to the St Johns, and seemed 
like a perfect place to start. This 


would be an 81 mile paddle, in- 
cluding a portage over Kirkpat- 
rick Dam, in order to follow the 
original, natural river channel. 
We timed our trip to begin shortly 
after the drawdown, when the wa- 
ter piled up in the reservoir is re- 
leased, and the water levels lower 
to the historic, uninhibited river 
route. When the Army Corps of 
Engineers succeeded in construct- 
ing the Kirkpatrick Dam, as part of 
the long-challenged and ultimate- 
ly defunct Cross Florida Barge Ca- 
nal, the drawdown became a ne- 
cessity in order to control aquatic 
plant growth and debris—some- 
thing that would happen natu- 
rally (and cheaply) if the river 
was free-flowing. The drawdown 
allows for an increase in native 
plant diversity and coverage, an 
improvement in water quality, and 
a strengthening of beneficial fish 
populations. Over 25 additional 
springs, normally flooded by the 
reservoir, become exposed, and 
they begin discharging gin-clear 
spring water into the Ocklawaha. 
These benefits, unfortunately, last 
only as long as the river is in its 
natural, unaltered state. At the 
end of the drawdown, the water 
levels in the reservoir rise, the na- 
tive vegetation dies, and the flow of 
the springs become overcome with 
the dammed river, reversing upon 
themselves as they choke on the 
stagnant, swelling water. The for- 
est becomes drowned once more, 
hiding the cypress graveyard that 
lies below its surface. 


Paddling into the Drowned For- 
est was like walking in to a fog, 
enveloping us in decay and confu- 
sion while the river we’d become 
used to disappeared around us. 
When we paddled far enough into 
the Drowned Forest there was no 
escaping its devastation. : 

The major benefit to paddlin 
during the drawdown is that the 
sin of damming such a beauti- 
ful river is exposed. There is no 
escaping the tombstones of an- 


cient trees, massive trunks that 
will soon be hidden once again by 
the rising waters. This is‘a forlorn 
area with a sad, lonely feeling of 
abandonment. The stark contrast 
from the primitive beauty we woke 
up to is hard to accept. 

Ryan and I were paddling 
through the dead heart of the 
“Drowned Forest.” Cypress 
stumps rose all around us—bare, 
dead wood holding nothing but 
memories. Several of the stumps 
were larger in diameter than most 
dining room tables, evidence of 
the hundreds of years they had 
grown towards the sky, stretching 
their limbs out, feeling the wind on 
their needles, feeling the warmth 
of Florida summers and the chill 
of Florida winters. The monstros- 
ity they built to destroy these trees 
was called the crusher-crawler, a 
giant tank that bulldozed over eve- 
rything in its path, reminiscent of 
the tree-leveler in the movie Fern 
Gully. 

As I paddled through the after- 
math left from this wanton de- 
struction, the word playing over _ 
and over in my mind was rape. This 
river had been raped. It had been 
taken against its will and forced 
into submission. It had been used 
with no regard for its own health 
or well-being. It had been abused. 
Worst of all, the Ocklawaha was 
expected to go on living with it, as 
though everything was okay, as 
though it hadn’t just had a mas- - 
sive concrete dam shoved into it. 

You could see the signs of hope, 
the river’s struggle to regain its 
dignity and purpose. 

Refugee-thin palms sprouted 
from emaciated trunks. A single 
cypress tree grew, stunted and 
deformed, hundreds of feet from 
the nearest shore, surrounded by 
acres of dead relatives. The living 
cypress didn’t spread out with the 
carefree confidence that a natural, 
healthy cypress exhibits. Its knees 
didn’t pop up in an ever-widening 
circle, reaching away from the base 
of the tree. The roots of this cypress 
balled up, like a clenched. fist, like 
a beaten dog, like a victim. Its roots 
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clung close to the trunk, each one 
trying to undercut the other, to get 
closer to the center, closer to safe- 
ty, closer to security. 

Even the birds were lost. A 
cormorant sat on the long-dead 
branch of a cypress, searching for 
something it couldn’t quite find, 
but vaguely remembered. Coots 
swam in and out of the decapi- 
tated cypress trunks, wandering 
endlessly through the graveyard. 
None of the birds even cared that 
we were there amongst them. They 
were lost souls, trying desperately 
to recover a memory. 

We took a detour down a side 
creek. Because of the drawdown, 
the river still had about three feet 
to rise, and the water trickling out 
of this creek was painted with a 
clarity that surely meant a spring. 
As we paddled up the creek, more 
and more life slipped into existence. 
Grasses poked up beside dead cy- 
press trunks. Florida gar hid in 
the maze of underwater branches. 
Dragonflies charged the air around 
us, their wings buzzing an electri- 
fied sonata, screaming out against 
the violation of the Ocklawaha. 

The creek narrowed in front of 
us. The open, infertile emptiness 
we had seen on the main river was 
choked out on this side creek. At 
first, the creek was ten feet across. 
And then it was six feet, our kay- 
aks slowing to round bends thick 
with vegetation. When it reached 
four feet across, we fought to con- 
tinue. Branches barred the path in 
front of us, as though they were 
desperately trying to keep all hu- 
man contact from ever entering, 
but still, the clear, healthy spring 
water was sneaking past, swirling 
around our boats on its way out. 

We wanted, we needed, to con- 
tinue, to reach that pool of unfil- 
tered life pouring out of the earth. 
We could almost taste the gin clear 
spring water spilling out from the 
aquifer—Florida’s last, uninhibited 
“Fuck You” to the intentions of man 
and the elements of “progress.” 

Maybe we needed to fight to 
reach the spring head. Maybe we 
needed to show how much we 
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needed it, how much it mattered to 
us. Bursting through the cypress 
slough that the creek had become, 
our kayaks glided forward into the 
spring pool. Here she waited, in 
all her Edenic beauty, framed by 
healthy cypress trees dressed in 
Spanish moss and grasses sway- 
ing in a soft afternoon breeze. The 
pool was wide and deep. You could 
see all the way down to the lime- 
stone floor, dusted with grains of 
sand. Bass lazily drifted around 
the spring. At 20 feet, there was 
a crack in the ground, a fissure 
where the spring water was pour- 
ing out. This was Florida, wild and 
pure. This was how it was meant 
to be experienced. 

We stripped out of our kayaking 
gear, donned mask and snorkel, 
and dove in to the water, pushing 
ourselves down towards the spring 
head. Under water, the vulgarities 
of the world disappeared. The river 


grass danced. The fish swam, am- 


bivalent of our presence. And the 
light disappeared at that crack in 
the earth, the portal to a watery 
underworld. The mouth of the cave 
was large enough to squirm into, 
large enough to feel the cold, wet 
kiss of Florida’s Aquifer gushing 
around you, but it was already oc- 
cupied by a bowfin resting on the 
edge of the darkness, half in shad- 
ows and half in light. Still, the al- 
lure of that darkness was powerful, 
that unknown void mesmerizing. 
Like a good lover, the spring kept 
much of its mystery to itself, choos- 
ing when and what to expose. 
When we had drank our fill of 
the purity of the spring, we sat on 
shore, soaking in the sun, warming 
our bodies from the cool, seventy- 
two degree water. We knew we had 
to leave, and return to the desecra- 
tion of the Ocklawaha. I wondered 
what would happen once the wa- 
ters had risen completely from the 
drawdown. The river still had three 
more feet to rise. Three more feet of 
river water, pressing down on this 
spring. Pushing heavily against its 
flow, choking it with stagnation. 
How long would the spring be able 
to hold on? How long could it fight 


against this river, this river unnat- 
urally held at bay by the presum- 
ing hand of man? Would the water 
still run clear, or would the spring 
lose its struggle, drowning beneath 
the murky haze of the Ocklawaha? 


I thought it would happen -in 
Florida’s Everglades. I thought, 
for sure, that’s where one would 
be. Maybe in Big Cypress Na- 
tional Preserve. I mean, I’ve spent 
enough time in Big Cypress. When 
I was hiking the Florida National 
Scenic Trail, it was all I could 
think about as I wandered in and 
out of cypress sloughs. Bromeli- 
ads exploded in color all around 
me like my own personal fire- 
works show, and native orchids 
dangled flower stalks from crooks 
in trees like lures trying to snatch 
my attention, yet I couldn’t help 
but keep my ears perked for their 
elusive sound, and my eyes peeled 
for the rare sight. 

The Florida Panther once had a 
range extending from Louisiana 
north and east through most -of 
the Southeastern United States. 
Arkansas, Mississippi, Alabama, 
Georgia, Tennessee, South Caro- 
lina—the panther owned it all. In 
time, though, they’d been hunted, 
slaughtered, and pushed south. 

Their current “range” (if you can 
call it that) consists of a small piece 
of land south of the Caloosahatchee 
River, on the southern tip of Flori- 
da. Between 100 and 160 of the 
last wild, breeding panthers live in 
this area. 

The panther is a solitary and ter- 
ritorial animal. A breeding unit re- 
quires around 128,000 acres (200 
square miles) of habitat. The entire 
size of Everglades National Park is 
1,509,000 acres, which means that 
Everglades National Park would 
have to increase at least three-fold 
to support the current population 
of panthers. Right now, a breed- 
ing unit has between 20,000 and 
30,000 acres, one-fourth to one- 
sixth of its required habitat. The 
Florida Panther doesn’t live on a 


“range.” The Florida Panther lives 


on a reservation. 

Hundreds of miles north of this 
territory, and less than fifty miles 
from the foreboding Kirkpatrick 
Dam on the Ocklawaha, Ryan 
and I were paddling through one 
of the most remote and beautiful 
stretches of river I had ever been 
on. The water under our boats 
flowed fast and clear. The sounds 
of civilization had vanished, or, 
perhaps they’d been overcome. 
Cypress trees and oaks lined the 
banks. Barred owls hooted from 
hidden nooks. The river bent and 
twisted, as though even it did not 
want to leave the area. 

We'd been talking and laughing, 
our bodies and minds soaking in 
the detoxifying soup that is the 
wilderness. This was our fourth 
day out. The tensions of urban liv- 
ing had finally faded, and we were 
relaxed and carefree. 

I saw it right after coming around 
a river-bend. I was slightly in front 
of Ryan, and as I made the turn, 
twisting with the river, I saw a tree 
lying on its side, half-submerged, 
sticking out of the water a few feet 
before disappearing into the depths 
of the forest on one side and the 

. depths of the river on the other. It 
was standing on the log, and then, 
very calmly, it walked off into the 
wilderness. It stood there, though, 
just long enough for me to think, “Is 
that a deer? Why is a deer standing 
on a log? How could a deer stand 
on a log?” The animal was a tawny 
brown, the color of faded leather. It 
was short—too short to be a deer. 
And, it had a tail. Not a short tail. 
A long tail. Other than the tip, 
which was black, the tail was the 
same color as the body. The animal 
didn’t have long hair either. Its hair 
was short, closely resembling its 
favorite prey, the deer. 

On top of that, the animal didn’t 
bolt. No, the elusive prince of Flor- 
ida’s wilderness sauntered off. 

It calmly took a few steps in the 
direction of the woods, and then 
disappeared. 

By this time, I had stopped pad- 
dling. I was trying hard to compre- 


hend what it was I had just seen. 
It couldn’t be a panther. You don’t 
see panthers. The animal was still 
crunching leaves just out of sight, 
as Ryan and I floated past. 

“Did you see that?” I asked him, 
seconds after the animal disap- 
peared. You could still hear the 
animal walking away. Every oth- 
er sound on the river had faded 
away. The only sound that existed 
was the crunching of fallen leaves 
as the cat wandered off. 

I'd heard plenty of crunching 
leaves before. It’s a sound you can’t 
help but get used to, especially at 
night. Lying in a tent, you learn 
to decipher every crunching leaf. 
Within minutes, you can tell an ar- 
madillo burrowing blindly through 
the forest floor from a boar rooting 
through the leaves with a deter- 
mined purpose. Within seconds, 
you can recognize the sound of a 
bear. The bear has a slow, cautious 
step. Its leaf-crunches are labored 
and heavy. When you hear a bear 
walking through the woods, you 
can usually picture the animal in 
your mind, its heavy head swinging 
around, sniffing the air, its body 
shifting under its weight—left foot, 
right foot; front foot, back foot. 

The cat’s steps were cautious, but 
indifferent. It was as if the animal 
knew it was a ghost, a phantom 
that never existed. It moved away, 
becoming no more than a sound in 
my mind, a crunching of leaves that 
played over and over again. 

As Ryan and I drifted down the 
river with the current, I couldn’t 
help but wonder what else this riv- 
er would show me before our trip 
was through. What other myster- 
ies were waiting around the next 
bend? If this were a game show, 
and I could chose the prize behind 


river bend number one, river bend . 


number two, or river bend num- 
ber three; I would surely come out 
the winner with any choice. For at 
that moment, with countless miles 
and several days ahead, the world 
around me was wild. The world 
around me was free. 

The river demanded nothing of me. 
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I was not inundated with adver- 
tisements. I was not being told 
what to buy, where to go, or who 
to be. Money held no more sway 
than a fire starter. 

And for once, I wished I could 
slow the current. I was on one of 
the few rivers in Florida that actu- 
ally has a noticeable current, and 
I wanted to stop it. I wanted to re- 
verse it. I wanted to paddle back- 
wards, past the Kirkpatrick Dam 
and the Drowned Forest, past the 
steamboats of the 1800s carting 
tourists to ‘Florida’s Healing Wa- 
ters,’ past the Native Americans 
and their thousands of years along 
the riverbanks. I wanted to paddle 
backwards until I disappeared into 
the Artesian well of Silver Springs, 
straining against the 380,000 gal- 
lons of water pumping out every 
minute, deep into the cool dark- 
ness of the cave system. I want- 
ed to be there, deep in that cave, 
where I would rest and soak in the 
72 degree water. 

I would rest with the waters 
pumping out around me. I would 
rest in the pitch black depths. 
Deep in that cave, I would not be 
able to see the desecration done 
by my own people. And then, one 
day, when the waters had all been 
sucked dry, and my cave was filled 
with nothing more than algal pud- 
dles and smooth walls, I would step 
out into the Florida heat. From 
there I would be able to survey the 
state of my dry river. I would see 
the empty gator slides, and the 
faded footprints of the panther. I 
would see the silent bird feathers 
and bleached fish skeletons. 

And on that day, I would open 
my mouth to speak. I would begin 
to tell the world of my long dance 
with the spring. And the words that 
would scream out of my mouth 
would be a torrent of crystal clear 
spring water. 

Thousands of years of unrequit- 
ed water victimized by man’s irre- 
sponsibility. And I would direct that 
torrent at the Kirkpatrick Dam, the 
corners of my mouth tightening into 
a smile as it crumbled in front of me. 
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BY SASHA Ross 


Enter Catastrophism 
Under Cloak and Dagger 

A collection of essays by leading 
radical commentators Sasha Lilley, 
David McNally, Eddie Yuen, and James 
Davis, Catastrophism (PM Press 2012) 
is nothing less than a problematization 
of the ends of ideology. Throwing 
into critical light the deployment of 
right, left, and ecological ideologies, 
Catastrophism challenges the usage 
and efficacy of political narratives. Here 
we have analyses of the left wing critique 
of political economy (Lilley), the right 
wing critique of social degeneration 
(Davis), and the ecological heralding of 
the “great collapse” (Yuen). 

The position is elucidated clearly in 
Lilley’s introduction: “The foundational 
problematic of this book is the question 
of politicization: what narrative 
strategies are most likely to generate 
effective and radical social movements.” 
The analysis is thus immediately 
presented as a point of ideology, 
utilizing the important signifier, 
“problematic”, which was developed by 
Luis Althusser, the critical thinker of 
20th Century ideology. For Althusser, 
a problematic is an ideological “tipping 
point” of sorts, a truth statement that is 
positioned in such a way as to unlock a 
space of thought. The thing to analyze 
in the problematic of Catastrophism is 
its symptomal reading of ideology itself: 
What are the purposes of ideology, and 
how are those purposes actualized in 
the eschatology of the narrative? 

While it is tempting to claim that any 
intimation of “end times” will simply 
fall flat, leading us to practical action 
as a movement, that is not the point of 
the book. Instead, Catastrophism finds 
that certain right wing positions on 
apocalypse do work, while the left’s own 
arguments often dissolve into inutility, 
even mendacity. Such a delineation 
was illustrated by the actions of French 
President Hollande who pled before 
the World Future Energy Summit for 
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CATASTROPHISM AND RESURGENCE 


increased investment in renewable 
energy “to avoid catastrophe” even as 
his armies consolidated power in Mali. 
The contradictions come into brutal 
focus when one recognizes that Mali is 
a paradigmatic site of the most brutal 
sort of land grabs, where European 
companies in particular have swatted 
aside the needs of small, subsistence 
farming communities, predominantly 
in the interest of growing monocrop 
biofuels. Soon after the invasion, major 
newspapers around the world already 
proclaimed that Hollande had finally 
grasped support from France’s jingoist 
right wing. Here, we find “catastrophe” 
lurking in the index of empire. 

As much was affirmed, however, by 
Hungarian philosopher Istvan Mészaros 
in his seminal work Beyond Capital: 
“no socialist can seriously entertain 
the idea that the capital system can 
be historically superseded so long as 
the ascendancy of the bourgeois order 
can assert itself on the global terrain. 
This means that the much needed 
reassessment of all socialist strategies, 
in different parts of our planet, must 
take on board the disturbing and 


negative dimension of this ascendancy,,. 


both in interpreting the historical past 
and in the assessment of the future. 
For a failure to give due weight to the 
forces that sustain the capital system 
as a whole leads either to the naive 
expectations of catastrophism or to 
defeatist disenchantment and _ the 
total abandonment of the socialist 
perspective, as witnessed in recent 
past.” In other words, the abandonment 
of the left occurs through one of two 
avenues, both arising from defeatism: 
either give up and wait for the collapse 
as victory, or admit doom and embrace 
the dismal science of neoliberalism. 
This form of negative thinking is 
conducive to the right wing, and was 
even celebrated in an article published 
by The Wall Street Journal, “The Power 
of Negative Thinking” (Dec 2012). 


Fail Better! 

The nuances between attitude and 
reality make the most important essay 
in the collection the first: Eddie Yuen’s 
“The Politics of Failure Have Failed” 
concerning the movement of radical 
ecology. Yuen approaches the ecology 
movement as a movement combining 
right and left elements, a_trans- 
boundary borderland epistemology, 
to use one of Walter Mignolo’s turns 
of phrase, that shifts and moves to its 
own drumbeat. For Yuen, ecology is 
intimately connected to leftist struggles 
against capitalism, so “The Politics of 
Failure Have Failed” favors that aspect 
of the ideological apparatus. Explains 
the author: “The chaotic world system 
that capitalism has brought into being 
ensures that no individual capital or 
state has the power or responsibility 
to counteract the tendencies toward 
ecological degradation.” The truth of 
this statement ought to be underlined 
by the problematization of politics 
expressed earlier, seeming to indicate 
that radical ecology is paralyzed 
without leftist struggles in the forefront. 

According to Yuen, ecology in itself 
tends toward alienated attempts to 
develop isolationist utopias that are 
based in privilege and ignorance of broad 
social struggles. The analysis turns into 
an attack on right wing primitivism 
or survivalist tendencies, which seek 
out and prepare for the collapse of 
industrial civilization. Translating the 
old adage that anti-semitism is the 
socialism of idiots, Yuen asks, “[is] the 
advocacy of civilizational collapse the 
environmentalism of idiots?” 

To elucidate this question, Yuen 
discusses the book Ecotopia, a 
famous illustration of a _ radical, 
ecological utopia built on the ruins 
of civilization. In Ecotopia, radicals 
plant nuclear bombs under every 
major city in the US, and then 
emerge in a post-collapse world to 
build an ecological land of love and 


sustainability. Ecotopia exposes, for 
Yuen, the precise problem of “post- 
collapse” ideology in its failure (or 
worse, refusal) to conceive of the 
suffering of the urban poor and 
particularly, people of color. 

This critique is not new to Earth 
First!. In the early 1990s, the Earth 
First! group that defended redwoods 
in Northern California called 
itself “Ecotopia EF!”. EFlers like 
Karen Pickett and Darryl Cherney 
represented the group as it defended 
the legacy of Judi Bari and fought for 
tactics of nonviolent civil disobedience. 
As elements of EF! grew increasingly 
cynical, and promoted direct action in 
the form of mass monkeywrenching, 
tree spiking and even arson, Ecotopia 
EF! dissolved, but not before sending 
numerous “Dear Shit fer Brains” letters 
to the editors of the Journal. 

But the tactical debates do not 
present a direct symmetrical debate 
over, the problematic of catastrophe. 
Often, both sides fall toward the side 
of a kind of post-collapse utopianism, 
a kind of dystopian post-collapse 
scenario, wherein tribal bands of post- 
human scavengers prey upon the weak 
and unprepared as small outposts of 
post-civilized ecowarriors maintain a 
degree of agrarian collectivity through 
permacultural harmony with nature. 

What’s not to love about such 
utopian dreams? Aren’t they already 
latent in pop culture icons like Mad 
Max and the Hunger Games? That’s a 
serious question, because I never took 
Panagioti’s advise to go see Hunger 
Games, but I saw Mad Max when I 
was, like, 12. f 

Juxtaposed to the Mad Max scenario 
is the Catastrophist scenario of Omega 
Man, the post apocalyptic thriller 
produced in 1971 that basically 
brought an end to the decade of the 
70s before it even happened. In Boris 
Sagal’s classic film based on the novel I 
Am Legend, Robert Neville, a lonesome 
scientist played by Charlton Heston, 
rides by day, living off of the ruins of 
Western Civilization, which lies broken 
by the outbreak of biological warfare. 
Heston has to navigate through tricky 
nocturnal primitivists who have been 
partially infected and seek to take 
out their vengeance on the remaining 
detritus of civilization. He is rescued 
by a gang of Leftists, but his manliness 
overwhelms them, and he becomes 
their de facto reluctant leader. After 
discovering that his blood is immune 


to the bacteria, Neville seeks to rescue 
humanity, but is betrayed by his 
black liberation-style girlfriend and 
symbolically crucified by the black- 
clad, quasi-anarchist primitivists. 

It is on this note that Sasha Lilley’s 
essay launches into the critique of 
leftism that turns inward from Yuen’s 
position on radical ecology. Harkening 
back to the Second International, 
Lilley opens the discourse summed 
up by the confident words of Karl 
Kautsky: “Irresistable economic forces 
lead with the certainty of doom to the 
shipwreck of capitalist production.” 
Here we have the catastrophism of the 
left, assuring the audience that the 
collapse of capitalism will herald a new 
dawn for social revolution—Kautsky 
leading the Second International into 
the semi-infected disgrace, while Lilley 
maintains the enthusiasm for social 
change upheld by the band of Leftist 
communards. 

Hence, in the opinion of Cat- 
astrophism, the fundamental principle 
of “collapse” is not wrong, per se, butitis 
a problematic if it does not respect and 
appreciate mass movements. Rather 
than isolated, alienated attempts 
to undermine industrial civilization 
to the detriment of virtually all of its 
inhabitants, the book drives at the 
integration of large social movements 
toward widespread solidarity. 

Lilley’s exquisite prose dissects 
the paradigms of the left, and locates 
the false consciousness behind the 
failure of catastrophism. Instead of 
capitalism being doomed, it appears 
we find ourselves still awaiting politics, 
our own Robert Neville, unless we 
engage in collective self-management. 
Lilley quotes Anton Pannekoek (as 
good a stand-in for Chuck Heston as 
anybody), who explains that “the self- 
emancipation of the proletariat is the 
collapse of capitalism.” In other words, 
the collapse of capitalism, as liberation, 
is not undesirable, per se, but it 
can only occur, as McNally will later 
explain, “simultaneously [with] the 
overthrowing of the oppressors and the 
self-transformation (the de-zombifying) 
of the oppressed themselves.” 


A Conclusion in Three Paragraphs 

So if the revolution has not come 
to pass, why are workers not “de- 
zombifying” themselves, becoming 
organized? Does this mean that 
the right wing is winning? Davis’s 
chapter on the Spenglerian ideology 


of the “decline” of Western civilization, 
morals and traditions exposes some 
extremely uncomfortable similarities 
between left, right and eco ideology. 
While the left is talking about the 
collapse of capitalism, the right 
is insisting that the left wants to 
destroy the normal, everyday life 
of good, honest Americans. While 
radical ecology activists demand an 
end to civilization, the right insists’ 
that environmentalists are terrorists 
seeking “to destroy civilization as we 
know it.” 

The problematic appears to take on 
a Borromean knot formation when the 
catastrophist discourses of the former 
two sustain and strengthen that of the 
latter, and visa versa: were it not for the 
declarations of catastrophe from the 
left and ecology movement, the right’s 
own catastrophe narrative—that of 
the decline of morals and civilization, 
itself—would not exist in the same 
way. Yet, if they all unraveled, would the 
ideologies themselves disintegrate on 
some level? The question here remains 
one of adversarial engagement: can 
peace and overarching community 
be formed amongst all of humanity 
through generally productive methods of 
communication and logistical planning? 

We may look not to Hurricane 
Sandy to define the course of our 
understanding of Catastrophism, but 
to the relief effort afterwards—to the 
incredible efforts of freely associating 
workers forging paths of community 
and bonds of mutual aid—to find out 
how the discourse can shift to action in 
the era of “the end times”. 


CATASTROPRISM 


APOCALYPTIC POLITICS 


of COLLAPSE 


and REBIRTH 
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A Handful of Leaves 


A prayer for the children of the next Neolithic, 
That we leave to them 

A field of lilies where a Walmart once stood, 
Salmon upstream from the ruins of a dam, 
Kudzu vines embracing skeletons of skyscrapers, 
Cracked and overgrown ribbons of nameless super- . 
highways. 

A prayer for the children of the next Neolithic, 
That you may 

Lay entwined in fields of lilies, 

Sustain yourselves on sister salmon, 

Climb the vines of kudzu to shelter, 

Salt meat on the remains of the highway, 

And use this poem for kindling at sundown 

So you can spare a handful of leaves 

Where the gods write poetry of their own. 


—Sean Swain (political prisoner: see p. 10 for address) 


I DON’T MISS A THING 


When I’m in the backcountry 

I don’t miss a thing 

Not one drop of wine 

Not one depauperate recording 
Not one howling electronic noise 


- Not one intrusive convenience 


I don’t miss a thing. 

‘T love the sweetness of the dirt 

I feel better in the quiet of fresh air night 
Where there are no lights 

To put out and.search for 

Toss and turn sleep. 

In the backcountry life makes sense 
And I don’t miss a'thing 

About the great fatal distraction 

That can’t swallow me up 


—Jenny McBride 
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CORPORATE NEWS 


Inside the compound we can receive messages but only 
of half truths and lies, sentences sanitized of live 
meaning, to be swallowed as if whole. An act of loyalty! 


We can see outside the compound if we choose, 
but usually prefer to have the view mediated 
electronically, the screen making it more interesting: 


Communication with the rest of the world is permitted 
as long as we say what everyone says. Dissident 
thoughts 

are allowed for now as long as they are not shared. 


A message on white.paper came yesterday.,.Caught on 
the wire 

it fluttered in the wind, slowly being hacked to pieces, 
leaving meaningless fragments on the ground. 


What did the messenger have to tell us? The question 
on everyone’s lips as we tried to piece together 
that which might have been truth. 


“Repeat, repeat, we cannot read you” we sent back and 
watched 

as our message soared in the air above the compound 
before 

falling inches short, to be shredded on razor wire. 


—Sid Bridges 


wind song 


The wind is a wild whistling woman 


Singin’ her siren song 

A sad moaning wailing 

in grief 

in laughter 

Pulls out the tears in my eyes 
She subsides to sighs 
Comes in waves 

Is a sea 

A whining engine 
Whinnying bay 

Spirit blowing 

Up the open-mouthed 
Canyon 

Pulling off loose boards 

like so many bad teeth 
Probing, penetrating 

Our weak spots creak 

We promise to tighten the house 
if we just make it thru 

til morning 

She brings me to my knees 
But I never been hit 

by flying rocks 

Ya gotta know when to bend 


—Bonnie Shulman 
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Mowing Down the Wild Flowers 


It is the spring of their autumn, andjust 
As the buzz of life beholds them 
They are mowing down the wild flowers 


Along the roadside of convention ’ 
And in the medians of mediocrity— é. 
Anywhere the flowers dare to 

Burst 
And blossom 4 
In their rapt, improbable fashion: 

Between the cracks and crevices of sidewalks 
Or up through the blistered asphalt— 
The reach os 
Of dull-witted blades of reason seek 

To beat the flowers down 


On the highways and freeways, in the pathways — 
And byways— ~~ Fa 
Everywhere the flowers rise 
To-share a bloom 
Above the planted sod, and 
Give freely of their nectar— 

The crusade romps against these wanton weeds: 
Whore children 
Bastard progenies of God 

Who mix and twist among themselves 
Without discretion or need of human care 

Or cultivation 


In stagnant ditches or in dry and rocky washes a 
They may volunteer to thrive, 
To dance in the shadows of lampposts, road signs and 
Power wires, ‘ 
And to wave a proud little glory that’s 
Indifferent to the insults 
Of the cheap, trashed contempt 
Pitched 
From speeding windows, or 
The innocent rot of road kill 


The wild flowers insult the cornrows ploughed 
Into the manicured minds of our imagination, 
And that now dream them level with the grass 


It is the spring of their autumn, and just 
As the buzz of life beholds them 


They are mowing down the wild flowers 


—Grant Peeples 


ALL RIGHTS RESERVED TO THE AUTHORS. 
SEND POEMS TO: WARRIOR POETS SOCIETY, 
PO BOX 14501, BERKELEY, CA 94712-5501 
ARMEDWITHVISIONS.COM 
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In 2012, the Blue Mountains 
Biodiversity Project engaged in 
another productive year of efforts 
to protect ecological integrity across 
four National Forests of eastern 
and central Oregon. With the help 
of 25 volunteer interns we field- 
checked eight proposed timber 
sales on the Umatilla, Ochoco, 
Malhuer and Deschutes National 
Forests. Our biodiversity work also 
included commenting on 10 agency 
management projects, appealing 
four timber sales and one herbicide 
use plan —which resulted in a legal 
victory—and initiating lawsuits 
on three timber sales. We also 
assisted with a petition to uplist the 
Eastern Cascades subpopultion of 
the blackbacked woodpecker and 
participated in meetings and field 
trips of four local and regional 
collaborative groups to advocate for 
wildlife and ecosystem protection. 


BMBP’s Director, Karen Coulter, 
was honored with the Fund for Wild 
Nature grassroots activist of the 
year award. Some of our volunteers 
have taken initiatives to increase 
organizational sustainability, 
including volunteer committees to 
improve our website, start electronic 
fund raising, host benefits and 
outreach to recreational groups. 
Interns have also volunteered to 
provide technical support and seek 
in-kind donations of food and gear 
for volunteers. A highly qualified 
forest activist has stepped up to 
phase herself in over the next four 


TL Earth First! Journal Brigid 2013 


BMBP is a grassroots biodiversity group in eastern Oregon started by 
EFlers over 20 years ago, and it has continued to be a training ground 
for radical activists looking to add the skill of “paperwrenching” 
to their anti-industrial tool box. The group was featured in the Beltane 
2012 edition of the EF! Journal, and the following is excerpted from 


BMBP’s 2012 Annual Work Report. 


years to assist and apprentice with 
our existing Director and bring new 
energy into overseeing our campaign 
work. 


Sad developments have included 
losing the EXF timber sale case 
(Deschutes National Forest) in the 
Ninth Circuit Court and losing a 
long-term friend, volunteer and 
major donor to liver cancer. Our 
good friend Lake bequeathed 30 
percent of her estate to BMBP, which 
will be used to pay our Director over 
the next three years or more while 
we continue to raise funds.... 


Biodiversity Protection 


Over the course of the Summer, our 
volunteer interns fieldchecked 
the Jackson timber sale on the 
Ochoco National Forest; the Wilkins 
and George timber sales on the 
Umatilla National Forest; the Rim 
Paunina, Rocket and West Bend 
sales on the Deschutes National 
Forest; and the Elk 16 and Upper 
Pine sales on the Malheur National 
Forest. We submitted comments on 
six timber sales, planned geothermal 
development in the Newberry 


Volcanic National Monument, wild 
horse management and Sage grouse 
restoration plans. We filed appeals on 


the Snow Basin and Jackson timber 
sales and the Deschutes/Ochoco 
invasive plant management plan. We 
also litigated the Wallowa Whitman 
invasive plant management plan and 
won, thanks to PEAC law students 
and Tom Buchele. 


On: top of the direct biodiversity 
protection work in 2012, BMBP 
Director Karen Coulter also 
participated in dozens of public 
outreach efforts collaborating 
with groups including Rising Tide, 
Portland Action Lab, TWAC, the 
Regional EF! Rendezvous and the 
Occupy movement in efforts to train 
new activists, dismantle corporate 
power, oppose coal exports off the 
coast of Oregon, and plenty more. 
Along with being at the EF! Rondy 
in North Carolina this Summer, 
Coulter’s plans for 2013 also include 
initiating a project to end predator 
trapping and wild horse eradication, 
as well as aid in wolf recovery in 
Eastern Oregon. 


To volunteer with BMBP call (541) 
385-9167, to donate send a check to 
Blue Mountain Biodiversity Project of 
the League of Wilderness Defenders 
[tax deductible], 27803 Williams 
Lane, Fossil, OR 97830. 


PLANT PROFILE: TEA, CAMELLIA 
SINENSIS, THEACEAE FAMILY 


Physical: Evergreen shrub/ height 3-20 
ft (1-6m). Slender stems, with yellowish 
gray bark. Leaves are dark green and 
glossy, leathery and elliptical in shape. 
White flowers with yellow stamens fol- 
lowed by capsules of large, oily seeds. To 
harvest, leaves are picked from 3 year old 
bushes and used dried for green tea or 
dried and fermented for black tea. 


Medicinal: Tea contains tannins, caffeine, 
amino acids, polyphenols, and flavanoids. 
Tea flavanoids have antioxidant properties 
that reduce inflammation, are antimicro- 
bial and prevent tooth decay. Polyphenols 
found in tea lower the risk of heart disease 
and some cancers. Theophylline, a com- 
pound similar to caffeine, is used in the 
treatment of asthma and other respira- 
tory issues. Tea is also known to be taken 
internally to treat hepatitis and diarrhea, 
and externally for tired eyes, insect bites, 
minor injuries and herpes (the tannic acid 
repairs damaged skin cells, brings immedi- 
ate pain relief and reduces swelling). As an 
oil, it is used in perfumes, hair oil and food 
flavoring. 


Historical: In 1498, Vasco da Gama 
“discovered” a new sea route from Eu- 
rope to India, which paved the way for 
direct Indo-European commerce. After 
* the Spanish colonized the Philippines, 
the exchange of goods between China 
and western Europe accelerated dra- 
matically. From 1565, the annual Manila 
Galleon brought in enormous. amounts 


alsiae 
blurb 


of silver to the Asian trade network, and 
in particular China, from Spanish silver 
mines in South America. As demand in- 
creased in Europe, the profits European 
traders generated within the Asian trade 
network, used to purchase Asian goods, 
were gradually replaced by the direct ex- 
port of bullion from Europe in exchange 
for the produce of Asia. 

Under the Qing Dynasty, China opened 
itself to foreign trade under the Canton 
system through the port of Guangzhou 
(Canton), and traders from the British 
East India Company (a major partner in 
the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade) began 
visiting the port by the 1690s. 

Mercantilist governments in Europe 
objected to the perpetual drain of silver 
to pay for Asian commodities, so Europe- 
an traders often sought to generate prof- 
its from intra-regional Asian trade to pay 
for their purchases to be sent back home. 
Due to the growing British demand for 
tea and the Chinese Emperor’s prohibi- 
tion of British commodities other than 
silver, British traders resorted to trading 
in opium as a high-value commodity of 
which China was not self-sufficient. 

Considering that importation of opium 
into China had been virtually banned by 
Chinese law, the East India Company es- 
tablished an elaborate trading scheme, 
partially relying on legal markets and 
partially leveraging illicit ones. Chests of 
opium were sold in auctions in Calcutta 
with the understanding that the inde- 
pendent purchasers would then smuggle 
it into China. Thus the EIC was able to 
collect silver in payment for its opium in 
China, only to turn around and pay for 


A cure for what ails you, from 
romance to the common cold! 


{ BY DED COOTER } 


its tea with the same silver. The opium 
traffic was of considerable economic im- 
portance to the British. 

Profits from the EIC’s auctions con- 
tributed significantly to the revenue of 
the government of British India, to the 
British government itself via tax on im- 
ported tea from China and, of course, to 
the traders themselves. From the 1820s 
onward British trade with China was in 
surplus, the silver used to buy opium 
greatly exceeded the money the traders 
paid for Chinese tea. 

In 1834, the EIC monopoly of trade 
with China ended and all mercantile 
activities were now in the hands of more 
aggressive private British, French and US 
firms. The Opium War of 1840 shattered 
the Chinese Empire and was speedily 
concluded with the Treaty of Nanking in 
1842. The Chinese signed what became 
known as the “unequal treaty;” they 
agreed to open five ports to foreign trade 
and pay 21 million silver dollars and the 
island of Hong Kong to the British gov- 
ernment, as compensation for loss of opi- 
um earnings and the cost of war. China 
was also forced to accept “free trade,” 
and set a single low tariff on all imports. 

The commerce in tea and the opium 
that paid for it continued without inter- 
ruptions even during the hostilities. And 
by 1844 Britain was importing fifty-three 
million pounds annually, well over twice 
as much tea as they were at the begin- 
ning of the century, including significant 
tonnage of black teas for the first time. 


Currently, tea is the second most con- 
sumed beverage in the world, after water. 
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aaa an important balance by thinning herds that breed quickly and graze ue ? 
on wild herbs and tree saplings. This beneficial relationship creates a || 
_ positive effect that cascades throughout the environment. 


| Mountain Rose Herbs partners with environmental conservation 


forests, rivers, and wilde 
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for folks to get wild with us! 


Earth First! Journal Writers & Artists WANTED! 


Make your voice heard by contributing to the Earth First! Journal! We are always open for 
submissions on content related to the Earth First! and direct action movements of the world. 
‘| Send us your biocentric articles, eco-action reportbacks, literary art pieces on deep ecology, 
Letters to the Editors & Dear Ned Ludds, wild and furry art work, happy fun pages, 
announcements... e-mail submissions to: collective@earthfirstjournal.org or to our PO Box. 


EF! Journal Collective 


We're hiring short-term and long-term 
editors, as well as folks interested in 
managing distribution for the Journal, 
helping with grant and fundraising & 
more! Applications available online or by 
e-mail us at: collective@earthfistjournal.org 


EcoWatch 


WWW.ECOWATCH.COM 


Womyn's 
Ce 


July 23rd-29th 


2013 ~ ill 
loin us in the forest for a week of Conlict, GYpsy 


a movement to unite, support and 
patriarchy and in defease 


Q at commutities and ecosystems. read 1s the New green 
Want to orvenize with TWAC? Got feedback, ideas, questions, or needs? 
A f 


twac2013@riseup.net twac.wordpress.com Save the dte- more deals to come! 


TWAC Cascadia wil be holding another camp in Western Oregon within 90 miles of E 
workshops, story telling, singing, dancing, sw { 
inspire trans and womyn activists to take action agains 


Please donate a subscription of 
the Journal to a prisoner! Fill out 
the form below and note that you 
want it donated to the prisoner. 
We’ll do the rest. 


Hey, did you know the Earth First! Journal’s 
biggest readers make less than a buck a day? 
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UNITED STATES 


Beehive Design Collective 
>> BEEHIVECOLLECTIVE.ORG 


Civil Liberties Defense 
Center 
>> CLDC.ORG 


Deep Green Resistance 
>> DEEPGREENRESISTANCE.ORG 


EF! Speakers Bureau >> 
SPEAKERS. EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL. 
ORG 


FIERCE (Feminists Inciting 
Eco Resistance and Community 
Action) >> FIERCECASCADIA@ 
RISEUP.NET 


TWAC (Trans and Womyn’s 
Action Camp) 
>> TWAC.WORDPRESS.COM 


Rising Tide North America 
>> WWW.RISINGTIDENORTHAMER- 
ICA.ORG 


Root Force 
>> WWW.ROOTFORCE.ORG 


ARIZONA 


Black Mesa Indigenous 
Support 
>> BLACKMESAIS.ORG 


No Mas Muertes/ 
No More Deaths 
>> WWW.NOMOREDEATHS.ORG 


Taala Hooghan Infoshop 
>> TAALAHOOGHAN.ORG 


CALIFORNIA 


Humboldt EF! >> 
EFHUMBOLDT.ORG 


Santa Barbara EF! >> 
EFINSB@GMAIL.COM 


Sierra Nevada EF! >> 
MIKEBEO4@GMAIL.COM 


COLORADO 


Durango EF! >> souTHWEST 
EARTHFIRST. WORDPRESS.COM 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Chesapeake EF! >> 
c 


SEUP. 
NET 
FLORIDA 
Everglades EF! >> 
WWW.SCRAPSCRIPPS. INFO 
ILLINOIS 
Chicago EF! >> 
ARCANE@RIPCO.COM 
INDIANA 
Glacier’s Edge EF! >> 
GLACIERSEDG SEUP.NET 
MAINE 


Maine Earth First! >> 
MAINE. EARTH-FIRST.NET 


MONTANA/IDAHO 


Buffalo Field Campaign >> 
BUFFALOFIELDCAMPAIGN.ORG 


Seeds of Peace >> 
SEEDSOFPEACECOLLECTIVE.ORG 


Wild Idaho Rising Tide >> 
WILDIDAHORISINGTIDE.ORG 


NEBRASKA 


EF! Nebraska >> 
BUFFALOBRUCE 1@GMAIL.COM 


NEW YORK/PENNSYLVA- 
NIA 


Marcellus EF! network >> 
MARCELLUSEARTHFIRST.ORG 


Wetlands Activism Collec- 
tive >> WETLANDS-PRESERVE. 
ORG 

NORTH CAROLINA 


Croatan EF! >> 
CROATANEARTHFIRST.COM 


Would you like to see your Earth First! or eco-action 
group represented in this newsletter and online? 


Katuah EF! >> 
KATUAHEARTHFIRST.ORG 


OHIO 

Appalachia Resist!>> 
APPALACHIARESIST. WORDPRESS. 
COM 

OKLAHOMA 

Great Plains Tar Sands 
Resistance >> 
GPTARSANDSRESISTANCE.ORG 
OREGON 

Cascadia EF! >> Portland 
>> 


CASCADIAEARTHFIRST. WORDPRESS. 
COM 


Cascadia Forest Defenders 
>> FORESTDEFENSENOW.COM 


Blue Mountains Biodi- 
versity Project >> 27803 
Williams Lane, Fossil, OR 
97830 >> 
BLUEMTNSBIODIVERSITYPROJECT. 
ORG 

TEXAS 


Tar Sands Blockade>> 
TARSANDSBLOCKADE.ORG 


UTAH 
Utah Tar Sands Resistance 
>> 


TARSANDSUTAH.BLUESKY 
INSTITUTE.ORG 


VERMONT 


Green Mountain EF! >> 
GREENMT.EF@HOTMAIL.COM 


WISCONSIN 


Madison EF! /Infoshop >> 
MADISONINFOSHOP@GMAIL.COM 


WEST VIRGINIA 
RAMPS (Radical Action for 


Mountain Peoples’ Survival) 
>> RAMPSCAMPAIGN.ORG 


INTERNATIONAL 


AUSTRALIA 


Rising Tide Australia >> 
RISINGTIDE.ORG.AU + 


Send contact information to: 


EF! Australia >> 
EARTHFIRST.ORG.AU 


BELGIUM 


EF! Belgium >> 
GROENFRONT.NL/ ENGLISH 


CANADA 


Camas Collective >> 
INFO@CAMAS.CA 


WildCoast >> 


WILDCOAST.CA 
ECUADOR 


Rising Tide Ecuador >> 
MAREACRECIENTECUADOR. 
WORDPRESS.COM 
ENGLAND 


EF! United Kingdom >> 
EARTHFIRST.ORG.UK 


Rising Tide UK >> 
RISINGTIDE. ORG.UK 


FINLAND 


Finland Rising Tide >> 
HYOKYAALTO.ORG 


GERMANY 


EF! Germany >> EFGERMANY 
CONTACT@GOOGLEMAIL.COM 


ICELAND 


Saving Iceland >> 
SAVINGICELAND.ORG 


IRELAND 

Rossport Solidarity Camp 
>> ROSSPORTSOLIDARITYCAMP. 
ORG 

ITALY 

EF! Italia >> 
EARTHFIRSTITALIA.BLOGSPOT. 
coM 

MEXICO 


Green Revolt Collective >> 
REVUELTAVERDE.ORG 


Mexico Rising Tide >> 
MAREA-CRECIENTE.ORG 


SCOTLAND 


Coal Action Scotland >> 
COALACTIONSCOTLAND.ORG.UK 
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Approaching the site from several directions, and targeting 
different work areas at the same time. should confuse and 
split security. If the site is fenced, have a strategy for getting 
through or over the fence, For most open cast sites though, 
you can usually walk right in. 


Stopping a machine Is simple, if 
nerve-racking at first. Approach 
the machine and stand directly 
in front of it, where the driver can 
see you. Look them in the eye 
gesticulate amicably and make 
it clear you're not moving. A 
‘STOP’ sign might help. No driver 
is legally going to b allowed to 
carry on work with someone on 
their vehicle - tell them that: can 
! please see you take the keys 
out of the ignition, go and have 
@ cup of tea 


Once you've stopped the machine, you 
and / or lock onto it. 

A chain of operation is only as 
strong as its weakest link. If, for 
example, one digger is loading 
several dumper trucks, stopping _ 
the digger will terminate the whole 
operation, Alternatively, if the 
trucks pass through a 

point (eg. a bridge, gate of 
lights), you could block one théh 
and stop everything. Bhis like 

to be less dangerous g 
to stop all vehicle moveggapts,’ 


TARGETS ON SIFE&z... 


EXCAVATORS :Giso known as garthmovers and diggers) 
move earth and 
transport “spojf* 
route to be sHaped by bulldozers. Excavator: arms can be 
climbed and the Hydraulics lacked’onto. on, or in front 
of, trucks and bulldozers will only halt them briefly. Locking 
on inaccessibly tinder driver knows 
you're there. AGLINES are ‘excavating machines that i 
use a bucket dperated and Suspended by fines or cables, to 
remove overburden above a coal sefin. Phen there's 
SCRAPERS, CRI @WASHERS, DRILL 
RIGS, LOADERS ‘and much more .. 


Learning from antivoads 
digger diving... 


..some digger-divers might even use further immobilisation 2 
methods, 


Saoirse. THIS QUICK AND EASY 7 STEP 
PROCESS TO SHUT DOWN AN OPEN CAS 
COAL MINE 


STEP 1 Geta group of friends together who want to take action 
to stop climate change and environmental destruction 


Find out where the open cast mines near you 
are (http://coalintheuk.org/} or if you're far 
away, work out which are the closest 


STEP 2 
é 


Pick a mine and gather all the information you need about it - what are 
the operating hours? When are the lunch breaks? Which parts of the 
mine are active? What phase in the mining process is going on? What 
machinery is working and what type of machinery is it? How many 
workers are there? Is there security or a fence? Do they stop work when 
it rains? You can find this all out by going to the mine and taking a look 
or searching on the internet. It is also a good idea for your group to do 
some direct action training before the action - ask your local Earth First! 


group for contacts. ese 
; STEP 3 


¥ 
ord 

STEP 4 

Make a plan. Sort out your transport — how will you get there? How will you get back? Get your equipment 

together - do you need D-iocks? Do you want to communicate using radios? Do you need a clean phone 

to do legal support or media? Do you need support roles such as legal observers or police liaison? Have 

you got enough food and water? How iong do you want to stop work for? How many machines can/do 


you want to stop? 


machines on their sites. Know what machines are working where, and 
how to stop them. Discuss with your group what you will do in different 


situations that might arise - 


with machinery constantly moving it can 


be difficult to fully predict what will happen but it’s useful to know your 


aims and limits. 


Lock yourself to a piece of machinery AFTER it has stopped moving, although this will make getting 
arrested more likely 


: A Casi 
On another massive excavator... 


And another. 


If you don't want to get arrested you might have to get up and 
move after being given a warning by the police, but you can 


draw this out for a long time. 


For example expiain that a 
decision to leave has to be 
made by consensus, which 
often takes hours 


A NOTE ON WORKER 
SOLIDARITY: We say 
‘target the bosses, not the 
workers!’ Unfortunately. the 
bosses sit in their offices and 
ivory towers, and the workers 
do the digging. Stopping work 
on an open cast site means 
stopping the workers doing 
what they're paid to. Have a 
leaflet handy to expiain why 
you're doing it and be nice. And 
consider an office occupation 

- and home visit of the company 
chairperson toa. 


ANOTE ON HEALTH 
AND SAFETY: there is a 
ood reason open cast workers 
wear safety helmets and high- 
vis jackets - mines are 
dangerous, noisy places, 
designed for controlled work, 
not chaotic protests. Machine 
drivers will be concentrating on 
their work, and may not see or 
hear you. All vehicles have blind 
spots. Be aware of this. and 
take care of yourself and others. 
Take all the precautions you can 
to make the action as safe as 
possible (have enough people 
to look after each other, wear 
high-vis and helmets if you can, 
wear warm clothes, sturdy 
footwear and waterproofs. don't 
jock yourself to moving 
machinery). 


STEP 6 Go home, get dry and warm. Continue giving legal 
support if anyone was arrested. Write a press release and put 
an action report up on to tell others what you've been up to 


STEP 7: PLAN THE NEXT ONE! 


MORE INFORMATION: 


Why stop work on an open cast site? 


+ news and contact info: 
coalactionedinburgh.noflag.org.uk 
leaveitintheground org.uk 


A NOTE ON GETTING 
ARRESTED: never ever 
ever assume that you won't 
get arrested - there is never 
any guarantee that you will 
or won't, so always be 
prepared for this to happen, 
For information on the arrest 
process and legal issues see 
activistlegalproject.org.uk. 
Make sure you all know your 
legal support phone number 
and have it written on your 
arm. 


Site information 


coalintheuk.org.uk 


Action Reports 
earthfirst.org. uk 


Legal Information: 


activistsiegalproject.org.uk 


sd 
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Road blockade in White Clay, Nebraska, 


bordering the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, home to the 
Te a age Oglala Lakota, August 2012 
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